	UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX



	UNIVERSITY/STUDENTS’ UNION CONSULTATIVE GROUP



	DATE OF MEETING

	2.15-2.55pm


	MINUTES



	Chair
	

	Present
	Rachel Fletcher, Director of Student Support (RF), Darren Jones, Students’ Union President (DJ), Chia Shamsaddini, Students’ Union VP Finance & Services (CS), Rae Blannin, Students’ Union VP Academic & Welfare (RB), Hassan Karim, Students’ Union VP Sports & Societies (HK), Ria West Students Union VP Student Development (RW), John Gilfillan, Students’ Union Membership Services Manager (JG)  

	In Attendance
	Zoe Kent, Students’ Union Administrative Assistant

	1. Apologies
	Moira Collett, Academic Registrar, Tony Rich, Registrar.


	2.
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
	Action

	
	
	

	
	The minutes of the last meeting were agreed to be a true and accurate record.
	

	
	
	

	
	85/2003 - It was noted that this topic would be discussed under item 6.
	

	
	
	

	
	64/2003 - It was noted that Andrew Connelly had been in meetings this month to try and bring things to a close.
	

	
	
	

	
	90/2003 - There was no further progress on this.
	

	
	
	

	
	07/2004 - TR had attended the Development Committee Council Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	08/2004 - AB had met with VI to discuss the launderette situation.  It was noted that the Union are not aware of any progress having been made on this topic.
	

	
	
	

	
	08/2004 - It was noted that TR has not received anything as yet. The Students’ Union representatives accepted the loss for next year but are working on getting things sorted for the year after.
	

	
	
	

	
	09/2004 - Syd Kent was not available to attend the meeting  but it was noted that the papers should be brought to a future meeting to be discussed.
	

	
	
	

	4a)
	It was noted that the minutes from the welfare forum were not brought to the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	4b)
	The minutes from the SAG meeting were approved as a true and accurate record.

It was reported that RF the 2nd meeting of the International forum had taken place. She was pleased with the progress and wants this to link with the SU International Student Association.

JG is drafting a equal opportunities steering group paper to be approved at the next Council meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	5)
	Security/ Student Safety Update
	

	
	
	

	
	DJ stated that the Union still have concerns over Car park safety and wanted to know whether work was going on within the University to address this. JR reported that CCTV is in operation and that no incidents had been reported recently.

JG reported that Valley Road had been causing problems. JR recognised this fact but said that this road provides the only access to the Health Centre it is not possible to stop vehicles going through there. JR went on to say that the Health Centre may be moving as there has been increasing pressure from Staff and Students for this to happen. This being the case, a barrier system could then be put in place.

DJ mentioned that some incidents that  were reported via the Information Centre  may not have been taken up and wanted to make sure that all details were passed on to the police on every occasion. DJ was concerned over certain procedures and wanted the problem addressed. RF suggested looking at the way we train security staff and improve the quality of information that we provide.
RF handed ‘Student Survival Guides’ round to the Union representatives to pass on to students.

JR was concerned that traffic calming measures should be in operation along Boundary Road as people are driving dangerously fast and that there is increasing pressure from MP’s to get rid of the barrier.    
	

	
	
	

	6)
	Car Parking
	

	
	
	

	
	It was noted that the Union representatives requested this topic be carried over to the next meeting.
RF noted that the comments that arose about Car Parking held a strong feeling of being ‘anti-student’. JR said that there had been much confusion over the options available. JG is to send the Car Parking Report to RF.   
	

	
	
	

	7)
	Advice Centre
	

	
	
	

	
	RB told all present that they had only received half the money they requested for a Deputy Advice Centre Manager for the current year and no additional funding had been included for the following year.. JR said that it has been a very tight budget this year and that the University was to take drastic cost cutting measures – department allocations have been cut by 5%. 
	

	
	
	

	8)
	Library Opening Times
	

	
	
	

	
	RB reported that the large reading room was open 24hrs a day apart from on Saturday nights when it was closed due to security issues. JR was surprised that the security issue wouldn’t be changed over the exam period. 

It was reported that the Librarian, Robert Butler was concerned that he would have to hire more part time staff and Gary Hughes also had concerns. CS said that the SU have always had events on Friday nights and that there were no Saturday events running for the rest of the term. JR to speak to Gary Hughes again but didn’t think that it would be open for at least 2/3 weeks. JR to speak to the Librarian to make sure that the facility is open next year over the exam period.

The Union Representatives expressed disappointment as there had been a year to prepare for opening during the exam period. 

RW asked if the Hex was open this year and JR said that again, there were security issues as to why it wasn’t. RF mentioned that the Seminar room is available and would give the room information to RW to publicise.     
	

	
	
	

	9)
	AOB
	

	
	
	

	
	There was no AOB.
	

	
	
	

	10)
	Dates of future meetings – To be discussed as an agenda item
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to organise an extra handover meeting in July. JR –discuss with Tony R. JR to email correspondence to RW. 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


