	APPROVED

	UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX



	UNIVERSITY AND STUDENTS’ UNION CONSULTATIVE GROUP (USUCON)



	Wednesday 7 December 2011

	MINUTES



	Chair
	Bryn Morris, Registrar and Secretary (BM)



	Present
	Andrew Nightingale, Director of Estates (AN); 

Ashley Rudge, VP Welfare and Community SU (AR); 

Craig Stephens, CEO Students Union (CS); 

James Thornton, VP Student Activities SU (JT); 

Kunal Patel, VP Services and Communication SU (KP); 
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	1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	

	
	Hentley Ignatius, President SU (HI); Daniel Smy, VP Loughton and Southend SU (DS); Camilla Thoresen, VP Education SU (CT);
	78/2011

	
	
	

	2. MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 July 2011

	

	Approved
	Minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2011 were approved 

	79/2011

	
	
	

	3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
	

	Noted
	63/2011 PC to investigate the changes to the Sports awards.

A formal reporting structure had been put in place. The Sports Award Group would report to the Performance Sport Management Group, which in turn reported to the Commercial Services Board.
	80/2011

	
	
	

	Noted


	66/2011 JT to provide GR with regular SU information about events and activities for circulation to the RAs

Intramural sports activities information shared. Increased information would be sent more regularly. 
	81/2011

	
	
	

	Noted


	69/2011 PC to check protocol of disclosure of information and if possible a copy of SLA would be provided to AR

To be discussed under agenda item eight. Postponed until next meeting.
	82/2011

	
	
	

	Noted


	71/2011 SU Sabbs were advised to consider which committees would be relevant and contact Richard Stock with their choices.
	83/2011

	Action
	LB sent email 21 September but had not received a response, it was agreed that the email would be forwarded to WLC
	

	
	
	

	Noted


	73/2011 AR Communication of relevant messages regarding the roadworks and restricted access to the North side of campus via Twitter and other social media.

Action completed.
	84/2011

	
	
	

	Noted


	74/2011 LM to talk to owners of Avon Way and Forest Road House about messages to their residents about the roadworks and restricted access to the North side of campus.

Action completed.
	85/2011

	
	
	

	Noted
	75/2011 SU Sabbs The SU Sabbatical Officers would consult on the proposed start time of 9am for Saturday exams and respond to RS within six weeks
	86/2011

	Action
	CT consulted with course reps, but is currently unavailable for comment. AR to forward information to WLC.
	

	
	
	

	4. FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS

	

	Received
	a) Welfare Forum (23 June 2011)
	87/2011

	
	

	Noted


	Student Lets was discussed. CS reported initial problems setting up the service including the formation of a rival service by a former member of staff. CS had referred this matter to PC and the university Records Manager.
Accommodation for Study Abroad students had been sub-contracted to a third party. WLC would investigate bringing this service back in-house. CS confirmed SU input at Loughton to support the lettings process and confirmed accreditation meeting would be held with Colchester Borough Council the following week.

	

	Action
	WLC would investigate options for accommodating Study Abroad students.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Essex Sports Board 
	88/2011

	
	
	

	Noted


	The Essex Sports Board no longer existed following the creation of the Performance Sport Management Group.  Minutes for these meetings would no longer be received at USUCON.
	

	
	
	

	Received
	c) Multi-Faith Chaplaincy Centre (19 October 2011)
	89/2011

	
	
	

	Reported

	Review was ongoing and would report to USG at the end of spring/summer term. BM queried the current title of the Centre and of the Management Committee.  

	

	Action
	RF was to include a review of the title within the MFCC review.
	

	
	
	

	5. TOP BAR/FUSION

	

	Reported 

	Top Bar/Fusion was due to open the week commencing 16th January. The project was on target and within budget. SU societies had been working with Hannah Gott to be involved in menu planning. The SU and Commercial Services had worked closely and successfully on this project. 
	90/2011

	
	
	

	6. EVERYTHING ESSEX

	

	Noted
	Project was delivered on time and within budget in a very short turnaround time. SU and University staff were working well together in the new facility.
	91/2011

	
	
	

	7. QUESTION TIME (HELD 6 DECEMBER)

	

	Reported
	The University and the Students’ Union held an ‘Accommodation Question Time’ session to address issues, concerns and suggestions regarding student accommodation at Colchester and Southend campuses. PC circulated a paper summarising the issues and proposed actions.

	92/2011

	Action
	PC to organise written feedback to be published for the student body – it was agreed that this would be passed to the SU prior to publication.
	

	
	
	

	8. PROTOCOL FOR TABLING PAPERS WHICH SHOULD BE TREATED AS COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE

	

	
	Adjourned until the next meeting
	93/2011

	
	
	

	9. STUDENT SUPPORT ANNUAL REVIEW

	

	
	The review was received and the service was commended.
	94/2011

	
	
	

	10. NOISE DISRUPTION (AMPLIFIED MUSIC) IN SQUARES
	

	Reported
	AN outlined the rules on amplified noise in the squares, which allowed for such at a reasonable level between 1-2pm only. It was felt timely to update the rules on use of the squares as a broader issue, this review would be led by AN.  It was noted that failure to comply could result in the electricity supply being cut to the source of the noise and/or confiscation of equipment by Patrol Staff for a limited period.  RF reported that the current noise levels had an adverse impact on the delivery of Student Support services and had been flagged in a Health and Safety Inspection Report as an issue.

	95/2011

	Action
	AN to review the use of the squares.
	

	
	
	

	11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	JT raised the issue of students who are unable to engage in Wednesday afternoon sports competition due to lessons scheduled during this time.
 
	96/2011

	Action
	JT to send specific examples of students unable to participate in Wednesday afternoon sports due to timetable commitments to WLC.
	

	
	

	
	

	12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 1 February 2012 at 2pm 
	


	ACTION TABLE

	LB
	LB to email WLC detailing which committees are relevant to VP International. 
	83/2011

	AR
	AR to forward the feedback to WLC from the consultation on the proposed start time of 9am for Saturday exams
	86/2011

	WLC
	WLC would investigate options for accommodating Study Abroad students
	87/2011

	RF
	RF was to include a review of the title within the MFCC review
	89/2011

	PC
	PC to organise written feedback to be published for the student body – it was agreed that this would be passed to the SU prior to publication.
	92/2011

	AN
	AN to review the use of the squares and produce updated protocol
	95/2011

	JT
	JT to send specific examples of students unable to participate in Wednesday afternoon sports due to timetable commitments to WLC.
	96/2011
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