	UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX
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	MINUTES



	Chair
	Tony Rich, Registrar (AHR)

	Present
	Andrew Nightingale, Director of Estate Management, (ARN), Wayne Campbell, Academic Registrar (WLC), Rachel Fletcher, Director of Student Support, (RF), Paula Rothero, Assistant Director of Student Support (PR), Antony Blackshaw, SU General Manager (AB), Paul Johnston, Membership Services Manager (PJ), Richard Doughty, SU President, Sean Cottrell, SU VP Student Development (SCtt), Phill Pearson, SU VP Finance & Services (PP), Matt Excell, SU VP Sports & Societies (ME), Darren Baker, Customer Services & Marketing Manager (DB), Melissa d’Mello, Vice Chancellor’s Executive Assistant – on secondment from the Home Office (MdM)

	Apologies
	Sam Cox, SU VP Academic & Welfare (SCx) 

	Secretary
	


	1)
	Introductions
	Ref.
	Init.

	
	
	
	

	
	The group introduced themselves.
	88/2008
	

	
	
	
	

	2)
	Apologies for absence
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Apologies were received from Sam Cox.
	89/2008
	

	
	
	
	

	3)
	Minutes of the previous meeting 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	70/2008 - Late Night Opening of Blues Bar – AB was to report on this before October. AB met with Tim Morris to discuss the issues with non-alcohol based evening entertainment. A redevelopment for the Blues has been proposed, and it was stated that this may involve facilities for evening use, such as formal dining.
	90/2008
	

	
	63/2008 – Campus Paths – Correction- the gravel on the paths was being distributed by Estates not the Safety Office, AN had nothing further to report.
	91/2008
	

	
	Bursary Arrangements – TR requested the minutes to be changed to read: ‘The SU would be involved in the review’, as opposed to ‘committed’. 
	92/2008
	TR

	
	Anti-Social Behaviour On Campus – this was on the agenda for this meeting
	93/2008
	

	
	Sports Centre Storage – AB had spoken to Dominic King, this issue had not moved forwards, no information had been received from Estates. It was suggested putting Mark Ager in contact with Dominic King. PJ was to take responsibility with ARN to resolve this issue.
	94/2008
	PJ

	
	The Hex - TR requested the minutes to be changed to read: ‘the wiring of the Hex could cause possible issues with Ramadan’ as opposed to ‘conflict’. Issues were raised that the wiring in the Hex was potentially unsafe and therefore electrical equipment such as heaters and broadcasting systems could not be used. This raised issues since prayers were broadcast via microphone during Ramadan. It was suggested running power lines from the Blues.

It was stated that the dates of Ramadan this year were likely to be the 1st – 30th September, therefore there would be less impact on services that would be used during term. Issues with the heating were discussed, as the Hex was used overnight and it can become cold. PJ was in discussions with the Islamic Society regarding alternative spaces for Ramadan prayers. It was advised that PJ also liaise with Joanne Hedley regarding the use of MFCC facilities.
	95/2008
96/2008
	

	
	
	
	

	5)
	Feedback from meetings:
	
	

	
	
	
	

	a)
	Welfare Forum
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	No minutes were available
	97/2008
	

	
	
	
	

	b)
	Sports Advisory Group
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	No minutes were available
	98/2008
	

	
	
	
	

	c)
	Multifaith Chaplaincy Centre 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	No minutes were available  
	99/2008
	

	
	
	
	

	6)
	Anti-Social Behaviour on Campus
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	RF stated that a culture of anti-social behaviour and associated problems was emerging in Accommodation. Problems include excessive noise complaints (over 500 received this year), malicious fire alarms, litter and other items thrown out of windows and unauthorised parties.

A lengthy discussion took place on ways to manage anti-social behaviour on campus. Suggestions included creating a sense of community and respect in accommodation and looking at how other Universities handled similar issues.

It was felt that some issues such as smoking in rooms and drug use may be down to the changes to legislation around smoking meaning that students were choosing to drink at home rather than attend venues where they couldn’t smoke. It was also felt that the Proctor had been too slow to tackle issues of drugs on campus, however it was noted that sufficient evidence was needed before a case could be put forward and this is often difficult to obtain.  Essex Police appear reluctant to become involved.

It was agreed that a meeting be convened to discuss these issues further and consider effective responses. This may also involve External Relations. Meeting to involve: Student Support representative, SU representative, Greg Dumbrell, Md’M and DB. RF to co-ordinate.
	100/2008
101/2008
102/2008

103/2008


	RF/PR

	
	
	
	

	7)
	Community Engagement Working Group
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	SCtt circulated a document detailing the proposal for the Community and Charity Working Group, which would aim to coordinate the work of the University parties who work in the local community, such as Aim Higher and V-Team.

The VC has approved the group; SCtt and MdM to meet to discuss the formation of the group in relation to branding and other issues within the institution. 

PR stated that there was money available for community projects, e.g. from Colne Housing.  More information can be obtained from the St. Andrews Neighbourhood Action Panel.

Ways of engaging the local community were discussed, including approaching Rotary clubs to see whether they would welcome student involvement. 

AN requested that any work in relation to the Greenstead Estate should be sensitive to the views and needs of University staff who live there, some of whom already have involvement in community projects.

PR stated that the Greenstead Fun Day will take place on the 19th of July; this may be an opportunity to canvas local opinion on University involvement.

SCtt & Md’M to give progress report at next meeting.
	104/2008
105/2008

106/2008

107/2008

108/2008

109/2008

110/2008
	MdM and SCtt

MdM & SCtt

	
	
	
	

	8)
	Media Steering Group
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	SCtt circulated a document detailing the proposal for the Media Steering Group, which would aim to coordinate student media services and ensure consistency. 

It was suggested that students could be given the opportunity to showcase their skills and test new media facilities. 

It was suggested that External Relations should be involved in the group. Other members suggested were Frontrunners, John Moore and Ben Steeples.

It was stated that the title of the group should be ‘Student Media Steering Group’.

SCtt stated that there were two elements to the group; the first was to enable students to produce media, which the University may be able to use. The second was to encourage students to make use of the AVMS facilities in blocks rather than individually which would free up time and resources for the AVMS team.

TR stated that the terms of reference and membership for this group needed to be agreed with Richard Murphy. External Relations also needed to be involved. 
	111/2008
112/2008

113/2008

114/2008

115/2008

116/2008
	SCtt

	
	
	
	

	9)
	Students’ Leaving Accommodation
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	The Students’ Union queried the £5 fee for students to dispose of their unwanted electrical equipment (Waste Electrical Equipment fee). DB noted that this charge was avoidable if students used the black bags provided by accommodation staff for this purpose. DB was to liaise with PP on this.

It was discussed where the responsibility for the safety of the equipment should lie. AB stated that PAT testing could take place, this needs to be agreed.

The Students’ Union noted that the ‘No Waste Graduation’ project would be running again this year but would be brought forward.  This move would require a temporary storage facility for items collected.  Discussions to take place outside the meeting regarding storage.
	117/2008
118/2008

119/2008
	DB, PP

AB

DB, PP, AN

	
	
	
	

	10)
	Liquids for exams
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Clarification was sought on whether students were allowed to take liquids other than water (i.e. energy drinks) into exams. WLC to look at the policy and practice and get back to SU.
	120/2008
	WLC

	
	
	
	

	11)
	Pallas students
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	It was stated that Pallas students have exams which follow the main exam period, and therefore were unable to attend events such as the Summer Ball. It was stated that this should be taken into account when planning events as they were still part of the University community. 
	121/2008
	

	
	
	
	

	12)
	Any Other Business
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	New Governance Structure was being developed for the SU. RD was to circulate information once it was available.
	122/2008
	RD

	
	
	
	

	13)
	Date of next meeting
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	The next meeting will take place on 2nd July at 10am. It was stated that a bigger room would be required. PR/JH to arrange.
	123/2008
	PR/ JH


