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	23rd November 2006
1.30pm 



	MINUTES



	Present
	Tony Rich, Registrar (AHR), Moira Collett, Academic Registrar, Rachel Fletcher, Director of Student Support (RF), (MC) Paula Rothero, Assistant Director of Student Support (PR) Darren Baker, Customer Services and Marketing Manager (DB), David Williams, Director of Sport (DW),Hannah McFaull, SU President (HMF), Nike Akinde, SU VP Academic & Welfare (NA), Dave Savage, SU VP Sports & Societies (DS), Phill Pearson, SU VP Student Development (PP), SU VP Finance & Services, Gareth Barrett (GB), John Gilfillan, Membership Services Manager (JG)


	Secretary
	Zoe Kent, Administrator (PA to GM)


	1)
	Apologies for Absence
	Init.
	Ref.

	
	
	
	

	
	Apologies were received from Andrew Nightingale (Director of Estate Management, (AN) and Antony Blackshaw, SU General Manager, (AB) 
	
	126/2006

	
	
	
	

	2)
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true and accurate record with one amendment.
	
	127/2006

	
	
	
	

	3) 
	Matters Arising 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	110/2006 -  Health Centre – 

The group were keen that the Health Centre remained in a rural location rather than an urban one. RF to liaise with Angela. HMF suggested sending people out with stopwatches to judge the difference in travel time.

112/2006 – Drugs

It was noted the document had been accepted at Senate.
NA asked what is being done to advertise?

RF reported she has held introductory talks and it had been advertised in the Rabbit. RF and NA to meet to discuss further ideas. 

122/2006 – Sporting Provision

JG informed that he had attempted to approach the Garrison but had not received much feedback as yet. AHR noted that he and DW could raise the issue with 2 senior members there. JG to give AHR a list of what would be required. 
	RF, NA
JG
	128/2006
129/2006

130/2006

	
	
	
	

	4)
	Feedback from Meetings
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	a) Welfare Forum 

No minutes available

b) Sports Advisory Group 

No minutes available

c) Multi-Faith Chaplaincy Centre

AHR raised a question about whether the approved method for appointing chaplains had been followed.
	AHR
	131/2006
132/2006

133/2006

	
	
	
	

	5)
	Revision of Carter and Statutes
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	MC informed that after a major review of Council and Senate, changes are required to the Charter and Statutes. Privy Council no longer need some of the detail so it is being completely re-written. It was noted a steering group has been formed to look at this. MC reported that the document will have to be approved by Council twice so timescales are tight. Drafts will appear on the web as part of a widespread internal consultation.
	
	134/2006


	
	
	
	

	6) 
	Sports Centre
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	DS asked DW why there have been price increases at the Sports Centre. DW explained that the Sports Centre runs at a subsidy, underwritten by the University.
It was noted DW has been asked by the University to reduce this subsidy hence why the price increases are higher than the rate of inflation. 

It was noted the administrative centres were asked to reduce their running costs to generate income as did not want to lose staff if at all possible.

DW said he now reports to the Commercial Services Board and any income that is raised above the subsidy would be ringfenced and could go towards capital developments such as a fitness room extension and/or additional sports hall space.

DS asked how the University have asked the Sports Centre to generate the funding.

DW said that the Finance Section had looked at the full economic costs of running the sports centre which had come out at £281,000 (2004/5 figure) as the figure by which the University would subsidise sport. That figure would then come down to £200,000 (by 2010/11) with the proposed new developments.
DS asked proportionally what the amount of funding is going to be from the University over the next few years.DW and AHR informed that it was difficult to give a figure at the present time. 

DS informed that when surveyed a large proportion of students thought sports facilities were inadequate. A large number of these were first year students. DS was keen to address this. 

GB noted that Health and Exercise is becoming higher in student opinion. DS informed he has had anecdotal reports that sports science students think the sports facilities at Essex do not match the high standard of the degree. 

AHR requested the Student Union give us much information as is available to the University outlining student priorities for facilities such as swimming pool, fitness room etc. DS to action  
	DS
	135/2006
136/2006

137/2006

138/2006

139/2006

140/2006

141/2006

142/2006

143/2006

144/2006

	
	
	
	

	7)
	Neighbourhood Action Panels
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	PR gave the group some background on the initiative explaining that the panels would be the first point of contact for people who live within the community. It was noted that Syd Kent will sit on the St Andrews panel and PR will sit on the Wivenhoe panel. PR asked if the Students Union would be able to provide a representative for these? JG informed that the St Andrew’s panel was already being considered but will now also consider the Wivenhoe panel. JG to report to PR when a decision has been reached. 
	JG
	145/2006
146/2006

	
	
	
	

	8)
	National Blood Service on Campus
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	NA informed that there have been a number of requests about whether the National Blood Service will come to the campus. 

NA warned it was likely there would be protests from LGBT students as they are not allowed to give blood under their rules. 

RF recalled that there may have been problems before because of the space/ cleanliness we could provide. NA to approach them and feed back to RF with the specifications they require.   
	NA
	147/2006


	
	
	
	

	9)
	Quays Café Update
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GB thanked the University for the work they have out in with regards to the new café. GB noted there had been a few teething problems but have had positive responses so far. The SU will continue to work closely with catering and keep looking into new opportunities. 
	
	148/2006

	
	
	
	

	10) 
	South Campus Launderette
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GB asked for an update on a predicted completion date. DB informed that building work is a week behind schedule but should be open before the end of term. 
	
	149/2006

	
	
	
	

	11)
	Future Policies regarding smoking in residences
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	DB informed there are 3 options with regards to smoking in residences. No ban, ban in communal areas, total ban. DB asked the Students Union to give thought to the options. HMF agreed to hold some consultations on this and bring back to the next meeting. 
	HMF
	150/2006

	
	
	
	

	12)
	AOB
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	- Student email link

MC informed that Richard Murphy is proposing to create staff lists for each geographical location and is contemplating phasing out the ‘all staff’ email list completely.

It was noted a parallel system may need to be looked at for student emails.

SU to think about what emails would usually go out to that address. The SU said they had already considered having Southend / E15 specific lists. 
- Avon Way
GB asked whether the Avon Way house sale had been completed. AHR said there had been prolonged negotiation with the preferred purchaser, and the University might have to take forward the second best offer.

- Registration
HMF reported that she had been approached by a number of Palestinian students who cannot enter ‘Palestinian’ as their Nationality. AHR to get back to the SU.
- East 15
GB asked whether the mobile classrooms at East 15 were still going to be replaced in December as previously mentioned?

AHR explained that this is part of a bigger issue as planning permission for longer term temporary rooms was turned down.

It was noted that outside space may have to be hired but AHR assured a number of options were being looked into. It was agreed to inform HMF if anything is decided. 

GB to look at contract renewal dates for catering at E15 with the General Manager (Catering).
	ARN

GB
	151/2006
152/2006

153/2006

154/2006

155/2006

156/2006

157/2006

158/2006


