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Examination Scheduling: Use of Saturdays in 2006
In 2005 examinations were held on Saturdays for the first time, in order to maximise the number of days available for examinations and to reduce the instances of students being examined twice on one day. This also assisted the prioritisation of final year exams in the first three weeks, prior to Graduation.  The following criteria were used for scheduling the summer examinations:

· Students to be examined on only one of the three available Saturdays 
· Students to sit a maximum of four exams per week (Monday – Saturday)

· Students to sit only one exam per day
There was very little adverse reaction from students regarding the use of Saturdays once the timetable was published. Saturdays were not heavily used to capacity: the restriction on placing more exams on a Saturday being the fact that students had already had an exam scheduled on one of the other Saturdays.   We were unable to meet the commitment to complete all final year exams within the first three weeks, with exams in AFM and Economics running into the fourth week.  

In 2006 we propose relaxing the first criteria to allow students to be examined on two out of the three available Saturdays within the exam period. This will:
· Increase capacity to schedule large examinations early in the exam period by maximising capacity on 20 and 27 May 2006;
· Increase the time available to Departments for marking and processing results by holding more examinations earlier in the exam period; 
· Contribute towards a better use of space and allow us to hold fewer examinations in the last week of the exam period and specifically, fewer final year exams.
We would not expect to schedule routinely two Saturdays for all students, but would like the flexibility to use two Saturdays per student where it will contribute towards the best use of time and space for the reasons outlined above.  The criteria regarding number of exams per week and per day remain unaltered, as do the arrangements for students to request exemption from exams on specific days in light of religious observance or long-standing personal arrangements (for example one’s own wedding). Several such exemptions were approved in 2005.

RECOMMENDED:
that examinations may be scheduled on two out of the three available Saturdays, when it supports the objectives of the exam scheduling process to do so.

Note of Main Examination Dates 2006
Week 33
Monday 15 - Saturday 20 May

Week 34
Monday 22 – Saturday 27 May

Week 35
Tuesday 30 May – Saturday 3 June (Monday is Bank Holiday)

Week 36
Monday 5 - Friday 9 June 
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