
UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX

STUDENT EXPERIENCE COMMITTEE
Tuesday 15 September 2015
2pm – 4pm
MINUTES

(Unreserved)

	Chair
	Stephen McAuliffe (SM)


	Present
	Adrian Chira (AC), Professor Aletta Norval (AN), Professor Roderick Main (RM), Zoe Manning (ZM), Richard Murphy (RM), Chris Oldham (CO), Professor David Pevalin (DP), Vanessa Potter (VP), Jessica Rich (JR), Craig Stephens (CS), Cathy Walsh (CW), David Williams (DW)

	
	

	Apologies
	Simon Neale, Lisa Miller, Dr Jo Andrews 

	
	

	Secretary
	Rich Alderman

	
	

	In attendance
	Hannah Gott (HG), Clare Hornsby (CH), Jeremy Philpott (JP), Tessa Rogowski (TR), Dr Maxwell Stevenson (MS)

	
	
	

	STARRING OF AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	
	

	Noted
	No additional items were starred for the agenda.
	92/15

	
	
	

	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 06 MAY 2015 (SEC/15/23)

	
	
	

	Approved
	The minutes of the last meeting were approved.
	93/15

	
	
	

	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
	

	
	
	

	Noted
	The committee will receive an update on counter-terrorism legislation following the outcomes of the HEFCE monitoring framework consultation in the Autumn. Interim activity in this area is to be channelled through an advisory group.
	94/15

	
	
	

	MEMBERSHIP AND TERMS OF REFERENCE (SEC/15/24)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	The membership and terms of reference of the committee for the 2015-16 academic year.
	95/15

	
	
	

	Resolved
	To add DP to the permanent membership of the committee.
	96/15

	
	
	

	MOBILE APP
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A presentation from TR of the Pocket Essex app for iOS and Android devices, encompassing calendar, student voice, find a computer, library, email, directory, Find Your Way, Moodle, FASER, Listen Again and Reading List functionality. 
	97/15

	
	
	

	Reported
	The app was developed in a very short space of time, using an off-the-shelf product. Core functionality has been achieved, with the possibility for development next year such as social life/Essex Experience.
	98/15

	
	
	

	Discussed
	The app aims to be campus specific where possible, and will prompt users for their location. The committee noted the anticipation for the launch of the app on social media, whilst recognising that interest and downloads may not translate to regular usage.
	99/15

	
	
	

	Resolved
	To agree questions for the Student Voice functionality at the November meeting.
	100/15

	
	
	

	Resolved
	To receive a report from IT Services at the February meeting
	101/15

	
	
	

	HIGHER EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENT REPORT UPDATE (SEC/15/25)

	
	
	

	Received
	A paper and update from CH, providing an overview of progress to date, and recommendation that oversight be delegated from Senate to Student Experience Committee, and protocol for the inclusion of Section 6.1 (extra-curricular) activities.
	102/15

	
	
	

	Noted
	The inclusion of extra-curricular activities is being overseen primarily through the students’ union and Big Essex Award, in order to obligate reflective writing on the activities undertaken and accredit learning, as opposed to participation. Records will be updated on an annual basis, and a token [link] can be shared with tutors and recruiters as a developmental tool. 
	103/15

	
	
	

	Discussed
	Partner institutions and postgraduate students were outside the scope of the original project, but a postgraduate HEAR is now being investigated. Processes are being documented through PEC to allow partners to share practice.
	104/15

	
	
	

	Resolved
	To clarify wording concerning delegated authority to include the type of award made (paragraph 15), as well as the value of units and credits for activities (paragraph 18)
	105/15

	
	
	

	Resolved
	To meet and work with Edge Hotel School to investigate how their students can benefit from the HEAR in view of the closeness of their campus experience to Colchester campus students.
	106/15

	
	
	

	Resolved
	To receive an update on the Big Essex Award at a future committee meeting.
	107/15

	
	
	

	Approved
	The proposed oversight arrangements were agreed, subject to the clarification of text.
	108/15

	
	
	

	STUDENTS UNION/EDUCATION ACTION PLAN PRIORITIES 2015-16 (SEC/15/26 and SEC/15/27)

	
	
	

	Received
	AC and JR presented the objectives of the Students’ Union sabbatical officer team to the committee, including delivering the Students’ Union promises across all three campuses, skills and employability, mental health, and a series of campaigns. 
	109/15

	
	
	

	Discussed
	Committee members noted the diversity of activity, and that activity around refugee students and cultural diversity would resonate with staff and with nearby schools; crowdfunding may be of interest to alumni.
	110/15

	
	
	

	Reported
	Committee members presented key actions from the Education Action Plan and their respective Departments and Professional Services. Immediate activities include Challenge Essex as the first phase of interdisciplinary research projects and undergraduate level, frontline service development, and international student life. 
	111/15

	
	
	

	CHAPLAINCY AND FAITH (SEC/15/28)

	
	
	

	Received
	A paper from HG and SM, updating the committee on progress to the multi-faith chaplaincy development and proposed oversight arrangements for faith provision.
	112/15

	
	
	

	Resolved
	The committee endorsed the establishment of a task and finish group outlined in the paper, and asked JP to confirm Phase 1 completion dates.
	113/15

	
	
	

	ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATION, SPORT AND CATERING FACILITIES (SEC/15/29)

	
	
	

	Received
	A paper from CO outlining services developments being progressed during the 2015-16 academic year, including Meadows Phase 2, additional catering outlets and additional sports facilities, all at the Colchester campus.
	114/15

	
	
	

	Reported
	The projects outlined aim to address capacity issues and project growth. Accommodation, in 4 phases, will deliver an additional 2000 bed spaces. The cost of additional sports facilities, as well as the current annual subsidy of ~750k, mean that work needs to be done on other income streams.
	115/15

	
	
	

	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	
	
	

	
	There was no other business.
	

	
	
	


Richard Alderman, Assistant Education Manager (Policy and Development)
Secretary, Student Experience Committee

Academic Section

September 2015
