Academic Standards Committee

Report to Senate

June 2005

Appendix D
ACADEMIC OFFENCES PROCEDURES

A number of issues have arisen as a result of implementing the new procedures this academic year.  

Senate is asked to approve the following (new text underlined):

A1. Academic offences include:  
a. Plagiarism, that is, using or copying the work of others (whether written, printed or in any other form) without proper acknowledgement in any coursework.

b. Repeating work previously submitted for another assignment without full acknowledgement of the extent to which that previous work has been used.

c. Falsifying data or evidence.

d. Submitting a fraudulent claim of extenuating circumstances.

e. Assisting another student to commit an academic offence.

f. Submitting written work produced collaboratively unless this is explicitly allowed.

g. Copying the work of another candidate or otherwise communicating with another candidate in an examination.

h. Introducing any written, printed or electronically stored information into an examination other than material expressly permitted in the instructions for that examination.

i. defacing or interfering with exam script booklets.

This list is not exhaustive.

C5.  

Prior to the submission of a doctoral thesis, allegation of academic offences by research students shall be dealt with in accordance with the Academic Offences Procedures.  Where an offence is alleged by one or both of the Examiners during the examination process, the examination must be suspended and the allegation referred to the Dean of the Graduate School.  If plagiarism is alleged before the viva takes place, then the viva should be held over until the investigation has been completed.  If plagiarism is identified during the viva, the Examiners should inform the candidate and suspend the viva.  In both cases, the Examiners should prepare a written report for the Dean of the Graduate School.  All allegations brought after the thesis has been submitted will be considered by an Academic Offences Committee.  Parallel procedures will used in the case of vivas for those other than doctoral candidates.
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