	UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX



	LEARNING & TEACHING COMMITTEE


	11 October 2006

	(2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m.)


	MINUTES (APPROVED)



	Chair
	Professor Andy Downton, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Learning and Teaching)

	Present
	Stella Heath, George Cairns, Ian Davis, Colette Coleman, Bob Mack, James Morison, Rachel Fletcher, Nicola East, Chris Fowler, Nike Akinde, Liz Warr, Jo Jones, Richard Murphy

	Apologies
	Roy Bailey, Martin Harris

	Secretary
	Nicola Billam, Learning and Teaching Officer


	1.
	Membership and Terms of Reference
	

	
	Received
	Paper LTC/06/07

Action
The Membership and Terms of Reference Paper was approved with minor corrections.

	36/06

	2
	Personal Development Planning
	

	
	Received
	Paper LTC/06/08
In Autumn 2005 the Learning and Teaching Committee established a Personal Development Planning Working Group (PDPWG) to identify an appropriate design for an institutional PDP model and the mechanisms needed to promote and embed the concept of PDP at Essex. This report outlines the activity and recommendations of the Personal Development Planning Working Group (PDPWG). This includes information on a phased three-year implementation of an institutional Personal Development Planning process and ePortfolio system to support this process. 

Before the report was discussed, the content of the report was contextualised with a demonstration of the myLife ePortfolio. Both the report and demonstration were well received by the Learning and Teaching Committee.
Action

The report was approved by the Learning and Teaching Committee with the following recommendations:
a) Further collaboration with the Students Union regarding the development of the myLife ePortfolio. (Action: NA)
b) The myLife demonstration is to be presented to Senior Staff; this is to include Heads of Section and Departments. (Action: JJ/ACD)
c) The report is referred to the Graduate School Board for information. (Action: NB/Joan Busfield)

	37/06

38/06

39/06

	3
	Thematic Review
	

	
	Received
	Paper LTC/06/09
In June 2005 a Working Group (WG) was established by the Academic Standards Committee (ASC) to review existing practices relating to academic support and guidance. As a result a series of recommendations were subsequently approved by Senate in the Summer Term 2006. To support the implementation of the recommendations, the WG devised a Thematic Review process which will evaluate practice within each department (including capturing examples of good practice) and then propose Academic Support enhancements for each department in collaboration with the department’s staff. This paper outlines the rationale, process and schedule for the Thematic Review process 
Action

Following discussion about the Thematic Review process the Learning and Teaching Committee proposed the following recommendations:

a) The Thematic Review Process should be placed on the agenda for a forthcoming meeting of Head of Department’s (HODs).
b) The paper should also be referred to the Graduate School Board for information. (Action: NB/Joan Busfield)

	40/06

41/06



	4
	E Learning Plan 2006/2007
	

	
	Received

Noted

Noted
	Paper LTC/06/10

An e-Learning Plan entitled, ‘Embedding learning technology and blended learning across the student experience at the University of Essex’ was disseminated to the Learning and Teaching Committee for information and discussion. The plan draws together existing and future activities at Essex as a firm foundation for the wider application of, and innovation and research in, the application of learning technology across the student experience.
The Chair reported that the revised paper had been accepted by the Vice-Chancellor’s Advisory Group (VAG) on 4th September 2006. 
The Learning and Teaching Committee recommended that the implementation of the plan be delayed to coincide with implementation of the outcomes of Thematic Review.
Concern was raised over the proposed resourcing for the implementation of the e-Learning Plan.

	42/06

43/06

44/06

45/06

	5
	mySkills: Academic Skills Support
	

	
	Received
	Paper LTC/06/11
mySkills is a central academic skills website that has been developed by the Learning and Teaching Unit. mySkills will provide advice and support to University entrants from increasingly wide and differing backgrounds as well as levelling access to online resources across all departments.

Before the paper was discussed, the content of the paper was contextualised with a demonstration of the mySkills website. 

Action

Following the demonstration and discussion about the mySkills website the Learning and Teaching Committee made the following recommendations:

a) To encourage group collaboration, where possible the content within mySkills should also be made available through the myLife ePortfolio. (Action: NB/Richard Yates)
b) Multimedia content should be included; this could include MP3 files and video clips. (Action: Richard Yates)

	46/06

47/06

48/06

	6
	Funding Innovation in the Curriculum
	

	
	Received
	Paper LTC/06/12

The Teaching and Learning Innovation Fund (TALIF) has provided financial support for developments in the design and delivery of curriculum since 1998. The Fund was temporarily suspended in October 2005 providing a timely opportunity to review its success and consider its future, in particular whether it remains the most effective mechanism to support innovation beyond the individual practitioner.
The paper outlines an overview for the current practice for funding innovation in the curriculum, highlights problematic areas of the current TALIF and looks at alternative mechanisms to support innovation.

Although highly supportive of TALIF, the Learning and Teaching Committee were keen to explore other options to fund innovation in the curriculum. One option discussed was the funding of Research Led Teaching.
Action

TALIF is to be discussed at the next Learning and Teaching Committee with detailed examples of alternatives to TALIF to be provided. The examples are to include Research Led Teaching. (Action: JJ/NB)

	49/06

50/06

51/06

52/06

	7
	Essex Graduate Attributes
	

	
	Received
	LTC/06/12
The proposed Graduate Attributes were discussed with the intent of including them in the myLife ePortfolio. 
The Learning and Teaching Committee were keen for wider consultation to be carried out

Action
An appropriate process of consultation should be proposed to the Learning and Teaching Committee meeting in the Summer Term 07. (Action: JJ/NB)

	53/06

54/06

55/06

	8
	Any Other Business
	

	
	
	There was no other business.
	


Nicola Billam, Learning and Teaching Officer

