

	UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX



	ETHICS COMMITTEE



	21 JUNE 2011

	(2.00 pm – 2.45 pm)


	MINUTES



	Chair
	Professor Massara, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research and Enterprise)

	
	

	Present
	Dr Cox, Ms Manning-Press, Professor Martin, Professor Michalowski, Professor Orbell, Dr Pevalin, Mrs Stock, Professor Underwood 

	
	

	Apologies
	Professor Clibbens, Dr Elston, Dr Jackson, Professor Pudney, Ms Saunders, Ms Stevens

	
	

	In attendance
	Mrs Chatfield

	
	


	STARRING OF AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	
	

	Noted
	The following items were starred for discussion in addition to those indicated on the agenda:
	11/11

	
	· 9: Future Membership of Ethics Committee
	

	
	· 10: Any Other Business
	

	
	
	

	
	The unstarred items of the agenda were then deemed to have been received or noted and approved by Ethics Committee as appropriate.
	12/11

	
	
	

	MINUTES
	

	
	
	

	Approved
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 15 March 2011 were signed as a correct record.
	13/11

	
	
	

	POLICY STATEMENT ON THE USE OF ANIMALS IN RESEARCH (EC/11/6)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A draft University Policy Statement on the Use of Animals in Research.
	14/11

	
	
	

	Noted
	The following amendments were agreed:
· The footnote to read:  We follow the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 in defining ‘animal’ as any living vertebrate other than man and any invertebrate of the species Octopus vulgaris from the stage of its development when it becomes capable of independent feeding.
· Paragraphs 2 and 4 should be merged.
	15/11

	
	
	

	Resolved
	that the policy as amended should be adopted (attached as appendix).
	16/11

	
	
	


	FUTURE MEMBERSHIP OF ETHICS COMMITTEE (EC/11/8)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A paper prepared by the Research Governance and Planning Manager outlining the changes to the membership of Ethics Committee in 2011/12.
	17/11

	
	
	

	Noted
	The proposed changes to the membership of Ethics Committee were discussed and the following points were made:

· It would be beneficial to reduce the number of ex-officio members and to increase the number of appointed members of the Committee.  This would enable individuals with appropriate skills, experience and interests to be appointed.

· It will be important to increase the lay membership of the Ethics Committee because it is a principle of best practice for ethics committees to have a significant proportion of independent laity among members.  

· The appointment as a member of the Committee of a new Head of Department rather than the retention of an existing Head of Department from the Faculty of Science and Engineering was questioned.  
	18/11

	
	
	

	Resolved
	that the Head of the Department of Psychology should remain as a member of the Ethics Committee for a further year in place of the Head of the Department of Biological Sciences.
	19/11

	
	
	

	
	that membership of the Ethics Committee should be discussed at the next meeting with a view to moving towards the majority of members being appointed rather than ex officio members in the future.
	20/11

	
	
	

	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	

	Noted
	The Chair expressed his thanks to the retiring members of the Ethics Committee, Professor Graham Underwood, Professor John Clibbens, Dr Jo Jackson, Mr Alex Reily and Mr Muhammed Hyder Ali Bokhari for their contributions to the Ethics Committee during their term of office.  As this was the Chair’s last meeting, the Committee also expressed their thanks and appreciation for his service and support.
	21/11

	
	
	

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	

	Noted
	Tuesday 6 December 2011 at 2.00 pm in Room 5S.4.11.
	22/11

	
	
	


Sarah Manning-Press
Research Governance and Planning Manager
26/07/2011
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