	UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX



	ETHICS COMMITTEE



	16 MARCH 2010

	(2.00 pm – 3.45 pm)


	MINUTES



	Chair
	Professor Massara, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research and Enterprise)

	
	

	Present
	Professor Clibbens, Professor Fox, Ms Manning-Press, Dr W Martin, Dr Michalowski, Ms Stevens, Professor Pudney, Ms Saunders, Mrs Stock, Professor G Underwood, 

	
	

	Apologies
	Dr Cox, Dr Elston, Dr P Martin, Dr Pevalin 

	
	


	STARRING OF AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	
	

	Noted
	The following items were starred for discussion in addition to those indicated on the agenda:
	

	
	· 10:  Update on the Audit of the approval process
· 11: Any Other Business
	01/10

	
	
	

	
	The unstarred items of the agenda were then deemed to have been received or noted and approved by Ethics Committee as appropriate.
	02/10

	
	
	

	MINUTES
	

	
	
	

	Approved
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 23 October 2008 were signed as a correct record.
	03/10

	
	

	REPORT OF THE REVIEW OF “GUIDELINES FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL OF RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN PARTICIPANTS” AND THE UNIVERSITY’S ETHICS REVIEW PROCESS (EC/10/3)
	

	
	

	Received
	The Report of the Working Group for the University Ethics Committee was received and the Chair thanked the Professor Gill Green and the Working Group for the work that had been done.
	04/10

	
	
	

	Resolved
	that the recommendation to move to a web-based application system should be adopted.
	05/10

	
	
	

	Resolved
	that the recommendation to approve the highlighted changes to current documentation should be adopted subject to further agreed amendments being made.  These related to clarification of the administrative procedure and consistency in the definition of “participants” (revised documentation attached). 
	06/10

	
	
	


	APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL FROM CHARLOTTE SMITH (PhD STUDENT), ESSEX BUSINESS SCHOOL – EXPLORING THE RELATIONSHIPS AND INTERFACE BETWEEN DRUG TAKING AND WORK REFERRED BY THE SOCIAL SCIENCE AND LAW AND MANAGEMENT FACULTY ETHICS COMMITTEE (EC/10/4)
	

	
	
	

	Resolved
	That the applicant should be advised that the Committee is unable to give a favourable ethical opinion of the research project presented.  However the Committee agreed that it would be willing to review a revised application.
	07/10

	
	
	

	UPDATE ON THE AUDIT OF THE APPROVAL PROCESS (EC/10/5)
	

	
	

	Received
	A summary table of the applications for ethical approval reviewed and approved between 1 February 2008 and 30 June 2009 and a list of applications which will be audited.
	08/10

	
	
	

	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	
	

	Noted
	The review of the ESRC Research Ethics Framework has been completed and the revised framework, the ESRC Framework for Research Ethics 2010 (FRE), has now been published.  A summary of the changes will be examined in conjunction with University guidelines and any necessary changes to the University’s procedures will be presented to the next meeting of the Ethics Committee.
	09/10

	
	
	

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	

	Noted
	Tuesday 22 June 2010 at 2.00pm in Room 4S.4.11.
	10/10

	
	
	


Sarah Manning-Press
Research Governance and Planning Manager
11 May 2010
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