	UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX



	ETHICS COMMITTEE



	4 MARCH 2008

	(1.00 pm – 2.00 pm)


	MINUTES



	Chair
	Professor Massara, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research and Enterprise)

	Present
	Professor Busfield, Ms Cox, Mr Donaldson, Dr Elston, Dr Michalowski, Dr Pevalin, Professor Pretty, Professor Pudney, Ms Stevens, Mr Stock

	Apologies
	Ms Evans, Professor Fox, Dr Martin

	Secretary
	Ms Manning-Press, Research Governance and Planning Manager


	STARRING OF AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	
	

	Noted
	The following item was starred for discussion in addition to those indicated on the agenda:
	01/08

	
	· 7:  Ethics Committee decision on applications for approval circulated for electronic discussion between 20 October 2007 and 26 February 2008

· 9:  Any Other Business
	

	
	
	

	
	The unstarred items of the agenda were then deemed to have been received or noted and approved by Ethics Committee as appropriate.
	02/08

	
	
	

	MINUTES
	

	
	
	

	Approved
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 25 October 2007 were signed as a correct record.
	03/08

	
	

	ETHICS COMMITTEE DECISION ON APPLICATIONS FOR APPROVAL CIRCULATED FOR ELECTRONIC DISCUSSION BETWEEN 20 OCTOBER 2007 AND 26 FEBRUARY 2008 (EC/08/1)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A summary of the decisions made by the Ethics Committee about applications for approval which had been circulated for electronic discussion between 20 October 2007 and 26 February 2008.
	04/08

	
	
	

	Noted
	Concern was expressed that under the new procedures application which would have been referred back to applicants by the Ethics Committee might receive ethical approval from a Departmental Research Director or Faculty Ethics Committee (FEC).  However, the Chair assured the Committee that the new process would produce a tier of trained Research Directors who would also form the FECs and this should resolve the issue.
	05/08

	
	

	NEW UNIVERSITY ETHICS REVIEW PROCEDURE (EC08/2, previously circulated, and EC/08/3, tabled)
	

	
	

	Received
	A report on the introduction of the new University Ethics Review Procedure and a proposal about how old records which contain information about named individuals should be before ethical approval is no longer required.
	06/08

	
	
	


	Noted
	Some minor amendments were agreed:

· to clarify the situation with regard to research funded by Research Councils;

· to clarify the lay membership of the Ethics Committee.
	07/08

	
	
	

	Noted
	The Chair of the Ethics Committee would advise Contracts staff in the Research and Enterprise Office that they could refer any concerns about conditions laid down by commercial sponsors in relation to publication of research to the Ethics Committee for advice.
	08/08

	
	
	

	Resolved
	that Dr Wayne Martin, Chair of the Humanities and Comparative Studies FEC should be co-opted to the Ethics Committee with immediate effect and should be appointed as an ex officio member from October 2008.
	09/08

	
	
	

	Resolved
	that a footnote should be added to the “Guidelines for Ethical Approval of Research Involving Human Participants” stating that research involving personal data and records which have been made available to the public will not require ethical approval.
	10/08

	
	
	

	Resolved
	that guidance should be provided for departments about the length of time that documentation in connection with applications for ethical approval should be retained.
	11/08

	
	
	

	Resolved
	that procedures relating to audit, including an audit form and specification of sample size, would be produced for the next meeting.
	12/08

	
	
	

	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	

	Noted
	Training involving a morning session with external trainers, lunch and an open forum during the afternoon to discuss the new procedures was being arranged in June.  The dates offered were 9, 12 and 13 June. [Post-meeting note: this is now confirmed as 13 June]
	13/08

	
	
	

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	

	Noted
	Thursday 8 May 2008 at 2.00 pm in the RAB Butler Building Board Room (Room 5.609).
	14/08

	
	
	


Sarah Manning-Press
Research Governance and Planning Manager
12 March 2008
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