	UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX



	ETHICS COMMITTEE



	2 FEBRUARY 2006

	(Meeting cancelled but applications for ethical approval considered by circulation)


	MINUTES



	Chair
	Professor Massara, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research and Business Development)

	Present
	Dr Elston, Mr Donaldson, Professor Green, Ms McFaull, Dr Michalowski, Ms Patel, Dr Pevalin, Professor Pretty, Professor Russo, Ms Stevens, Mr Stock

	Secretary
	Ms Manning-Press, Research Governance and Planning Manager


Agenda
Item
	6
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS BY MEMBERS OF ETHICS COMMITTEE 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Noted
	Professor Russo declared an interest in the application for ethical approval received from Professor Elaine Fox with others (Departments of Psychology, Electronic Systems Engineering and Computer Science).
	01/06

	
	
	
	

	7
	APPLICATIONS FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL FROM (EC/06/1):
	

	
	
	
	

	
	(a)
	Catherine Blostone (Department of Health and Human Sciences) - What Do Girl-Bullies Consider Rewarding About Their Behaviour?.
	02/06

	
	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	The applicant should be advised that the Committee would be content to give a favourable ethical opinion of the research subject to receiving a complete response to the following points and queries that were raised.

1. Will the parents already be aware of their children being involved in bullying?  If not receipt of the information and consent letter might be alarming.  How will this be addressed?

2. The consent letter does not seem to match the actual proposal in that it is not explicit about whether the participating child has been actually identified as a bully or may just have some information about bullying.  Could the mismatch risk misunderstanding?

3. Are there circumstances in which confidentiality may be broken?

4. How will you manage the boundary between conducting research and offering management, especially in very distressing interviews?

Following receipt of any additional information, Professor Massara will reconsider the application and take Chair’s action.
	

	
	
	
	


	
	(b)
	Professor Elaine Fox with others (Departments of Psychology, Electronic Systems Engineering and Computer Science) - Extension to mobile phone base-station project to examine the effects of short-term exposure to the electromagnetic fields emitted by the TETRA system on human health.
	03/06

	
	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	The applicant should be advised that the Committee would be content to give a favourable ethical opinion of the research subject to receiving a complete response to the following points and queries that were raised.

1. The Consent form does not say, though the proposal does, that the participants can have access to the findings after the code is broken.  Should these match?
2. Will the video provided for watching during the 50 minute sessions be the same for everyone?  Might its effect distort findings?
Following receipt of any additional information, Professor Massara will reconsider the application and take Chair’s action.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	(c)
	Lindsay O’Neill (Chimera) - Independent living, user needs and future homes.
	04/06

	
	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	The applicant should be advised that the Committee would be content to give a favourable ethical opinion of the research subject to receiving a complete response to the following points and queries that were raised.

1. The consent form states that a participant can withdraw at any time, but does not say anything about what happens to the data already collected in the event that the participant withdraws.  The participant should be informed about whether the data is to be included or excluded.
2. How are participants to be recruited?  Is the study specifically aimed at households with special needs or not?  The recruitment list suggests that this is the case.  If so, it should perhaps be clearer in the consent document and in the proposal generally.  How will blind people become aware of the study?

Following receipt of any additional information, Professor Massara will reconsider the application and take Chair’s action.
	

	
	
	
	


	
	(c)
	Ben Wright (Department of Psychology) - Multiple sclerosis, visual stress and cortical hyperexcitability:  An investigation of the mechanisms underlying visual disturbances associated with multiple sclerosis and techniques for treatment.
	05/06

	
	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	The applicant should be advised that the Committee would be content to give a favourable ethical opinion of the research subject to receiving a complete response to the following points and queries that were raised.

1. The Committee would like some more information regarding the potential hazards and the likelihood that the subjects might suffer ‘unbearable pain’.
2. The Committee would like to know how you intend to address any problems that might arise as a result of subjects experiencing discomfort.

3. What is meant by ‘medical consent’?  Does this refer to the participant’s permission for their GP to be informed in case there are any complications at a later date?

4. You need to be more specific about what are considered as ‘relevant medical notes’ to which you seek access and how such information will be used.

Following receipt of any additional information, Professor Massara will reconsider the application and take Chair’s action.
	

	
	
	

	9
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	
	

	
	Noted
	Thursday 11 May 2006 at 2.15 pm in the Council Room (Room 6.02).
	06/06

	
	
	
	


Sarah Manning-Press
Research Governance and Planning Manager
13 February 2006
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