	UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX



	ETHICS COMMITTEE



	27 OCTOBER 2005

	(2.15 pm - 3.15 pm)


	MINUTES



	Chair
	Professor Massara, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research and Business Development)

	Present
	Mr Donaldson, Professor Green, Ms Patel, Professor Pretty, Professor Russo, Mr Stock

	Apologies
	Dr Elston, Mr Luther, Ms McFaull, Dr Pevalin

	Secretary
	Ms Manning-Press, Research Governance and Planning Manager


Agenda
Item
	1
	CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
	

	
	
	

	
	Noted
	The Chair welcomed Ms Bhav Patel as a new member of the Ethics Committee.
	23/05

	
	
	
	

	2
	STARRING OF AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Noted
	The following items were starred for discussion in addition to those indicated on the agenda:
	24/05

	
	
	· 5: Matters Arising from the Minutes
	

	
	
	· 6: Membership and Terms of Reference
	

	
	
	· 7: Declaration of Interests by Members of Ethics Committee
	

	
	
	The unstarred items of the agenda were then deemed to have been received or noted and approved by Ethics Committee as appropriate.
	25/05

	
	
	
	

	3
	MINUTES
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Approved
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 12 May 2005.
	26/05

	
	
	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	
	
	

	
	(a)
	Training Session for the Ethics Committee (EC.M.17/05)

	

	
	Noted
	The trainers from Keele had not been able to provide training on a date that was convenient for the majority of members of the Ethics Committee.  As a result it had been decided to seek the assistance of the Staff Development Officer in finding alternative providers of training for ethics committees.
	27/05

	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	Publication of Ethics Committee Agenda and Minutes on the University’s Website
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Noted
	The amendment to the form “Application for Ethical Approval of Research Involving Human Participants” had not yet been made.
	28/05

	
	
	

	5
	MEMBERSHIP AND TERMS OF REFERENCE (EC/05/4)
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Noted
	Ms Auriol Stevens, Pro-Chancellor, had been co-opted to the Ethics Committee.
	29/05

	
	
	
	


	6
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS BY MEMBERS OF ETHICS COMMITTEE (EC/05/5)
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Noted
	The procedure governing the declaration of interests by members of the Ethics Committee and that there would be an item on the agenda of future meetings of the Ethics Committee to enable members with an interest to declare it.
	30/05

	
	
	
	

	7
	APPLICATIONS FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL FROM (EC/05/6):
	

	
	
	
	

	
	(a)
	Dr Andrew Canessa (Department of Sociology, University of Essex) - Indigenous people’s concept of indigeneity:  an investigation into indigenous identity through the use of oral history
	31/05

	
	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	The applicant should be asked for a response to question 14(b).  Following receipt of any additional information, Professor Massara will reconsider the application and take Chair’s action.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	Dr Jeremy Shearman, Peter Mackey, Kelly Evans, Alex Macdonald, Nicola Cooper, Chris Partridge and Belinda Searle (Department of Biological Sciences, University of Essex) - Comparison of high versus low intensity sessions during a phase IV cardiac rehabilitation programme
	32/05

	
	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	The application should be approved.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	(c)
	Dan Keren (Department of Health & Human Sciences) - A study investigating help-seeking behaviour of adolescents with emotional needs and the extent to which ethnicity and knowledge of services affect it
	33/05

	
	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	The application should be approved.
	

	
	
	
	

	8
	ESRC RESEARCH ETHICS FRAMEWORK (EC/05/7)
	

	
	
	

	
	Noted
	The Economic and Social Research Council had published its Research Ethics Framework (REF) which is intended to sustain and encourage good ethical practice in UK social science research.  The REF sets out the requirements that constitute the minimum standard for a research proposal to be eligible for ESRC funding.  The University must now review its current ethical review process with a view to making any changes necessary in order to meet at least ESRC’s minimum requirements by 1 January 2006.  Any changes will apply to the review of all research and not simply social science research.  
	34/05

	
	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	The Committee should co-opt the Dean of the Graduate School and a member from one of the Institute of Social and Economic Research, the Department of Economics, the Department of Government or the Department of Sociology.
	35/05

	
	
	
	


	9
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	
	

	
	Resolved
	A procedure for the virtual consideration of applications for ethical approval between meetings should be introduced.

	36/05

	
	
	
	

	10
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	
	

	
	Noted
	Thursday 2 February 2006 at 2.15 pm in the Council Room (Room 6.02).
	24/04

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Sarah Manning-Press
Research Governance and Planning Manager
2 December 2005
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