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Agenda item: 05

Academic Quality and Standards Committee:  Report of virtual meeting held in December 2023
Items resolved by AQSC: New Course Approvals (Category 3 and 2 approvals) 
Documentation from the following course approvals had been circulated to the Committee:

	Partner
	Course Title(s) 
	Proposed Start Date
	Approval Route
	Current Approval Stage
	Date

	MUV College (MUV)
	CertHE in Acting and Theatre Arts

BA Acting

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

DipHE Acting

CertHE Acting

BA Creative Producing

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

DipHE Creative Producing

CertHE Creative Producing


	October 2024 
	Category 3 – validation
	Partner response to conditions and recommendations set at validation event held on 13 October 2023 

(paper AQSC/23/77)
	October 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Academic Quality and Standards Committee approved that franchised variants of the above E15 courses, as well as specified module variants to enable the course to be taught via E15 Flying Faculty, with support from MUV-based part-time teaching staff, should be validated, for franchised delivery at MUV, for a period of 5 years, from academic year 2024-25 onwards, subject to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the MUV – Institutional Alignment and Course Validation Report. The courses would be subject to periodic review during the 2028-29 academic year.
Education Committee was due to separately consider whether MUV College (MUV) should be approved as an academic partner institution of the University of Essex (the University), and as a new site of delivery for E15 Acting School (E15), for a period of 5 years, from academic year 2024-25 onwards, subject to the conditions and recommendations outlined.

	Aegean Omiros College (AOC)
	MSc Sustainable Shipping Management

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

PG Dip Sustainable Shipping Management

PG Cert Shipping Management


	January 2024 
	Category 2 – validation
	Partner response to conditions and recommendations set at validation event held on 19 September 2023 

(paper AQSC/23/79)
	November 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above course was approved by the Deputy Dean of Partnerships on 19 September 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the summary of outcomes.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the summary of outcomes had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The course would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year. The full validation report will follow for the committee’s information at the next AQSC meeting.

 

	Aegean Omiros College
	MSc Cybersecurity

MSc Cybersecurity (Incident Response)

MSc Cybersecurity (Cryptography)

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

PG Dip Cybersecurity

PG Dip Cybersecurity (Incident Response)

PG Dip Cybersecurity (Cryptography)

PG Cert Cybersecurity

PG Cert Cybersecurity (Incident Response)

PG Cert Cybersecurity (Cryptography)


	January 2024
	Category 3 – validation
	Partner response to conditions and recommendations set at validation event held on 11 October 2023 

(paper AQSC/23/80)
	November 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above course was approved by a validation panel on 11 October 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the summary of outcomes.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the summary of outcomes had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The course would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year. The full validation report will follow for the committee’s information at the next AQSC meeting.


Items for information: Course discontinuations

	Partner
	Course title(s)
	Discontinued from
	Rationale

	
	
	
	

	Aegean Omiros College
	MSc Management of Musculoskeletal Conditions
	January 2024
	Initially suspended from February 2023.

The programme is being discontinued due to low recruitment. The programme team and students feel the two main reasons for low recruitment on this programme were: 

1. the title not perceived as it was initially intended and that, 

2. students felt it does not include a large part of what a physiotherapist can follow on a postgraduate programme. 

In reference to the first, the word ‘management’ in the title deviates from the clinical notion of advanced physiotherapy aspects, and appears more complicated than similar ones (i.e., advanced musculoskeletal physiotherapy) which is close to the initial proposed title of this programme and similar to other PG programmes in the Greek market in advanced musculoskeletal physiotherapy.

The programme is being substituted by the following which will be available to students and commence in January 2024. 

· MSc Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy)  

· MSc Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Cardiorespiratory Physiotherapy)   

· MSc Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Neurological Physiotherapy)  

· MSc Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Paediatric Physiotherapy) 
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