Academic Quality and Standards Committee

18 October 2023

AQSC/23/65
Agenda item: 6

Academic Quality and Standards Committee:  Report of virtual meetings held in June and September 2023
Items resolved by AQSC in June 2023: New Course Approvals (Category 2 approvals) 
	Partner or department
	Course Title(s) 
	Proposed Start Date
	Approval Route
	Current Approval Stage
	Date

	Departments as listed
	New entry routes, via an integrated PhD including research and communication skills, for the following courses:

▪ PhD in Accounting & Finance (Essex Business School)

▪ PhD in Computer Science (School of Computer Science and Electronic Engineering)

▪ PhD in Electronic Systems Engineering (School of Computer Science and Electronic Engineering)

▪ PhD in Health Studies/ PhD in Public Health (School of Health and Social Care)

▪ PhD in English Language Teaching/ PhD in Linguistics (Department of Language & Linguistics)

▪ PhD in Biological Sciences (School of Life Sciences)

▪ PhD in Literature/ PhD in Film Studies (Department of Literature, Film, and Theatre Studies)

▪ PhD in Management Studies/ PhD in Management (Essex Business School)

▪ PhD in Nursing Studies (School of Health and Social Care)

▪ PhD in Psychology (Department of Psychology)
	October 2023
	Category 2 – AQSC approval
	Approved by circulation to AQSC
	June 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

These courses had been developed following an opportunity identified through Partnerships. They representrf a new 4-year integrated PhD model, designed for (but not exclusive to) students from MENA countries, with the first year as a ‘prep’ stage followed by the normal PhD route. Typically, students wouldn't have met the standard PhD admissions English language requirements but will have a BA and a Masters.

These four-year Integrated PhDs do not include a Masters degree in the first year, like other existing Integrated PhDs at the University of Essex. Instead, students will undertake an Integrated PhD (with research and communication skills) for a PhD final award, with only a PG Dip/Cert available as exit awards after the first year. Students would take a number of core modules and compulsory sessions across departments in their first year (see course structures).

These courses were developed to short timelines in order to meet timelines for recruitment and admissions; for this reason they were approved via virtual circulation to members of AQSC via Box. There was one query regarding options for part-time study; this was answered by the PGR Education team; there were no other comments received and a majority of the committee confirmed their approval.


Items resolved by AQSC in September 2023: New Course Approvals (Category 3 validations)
Documentation from the following course approvals had been circulated to the Committee:
	Partner or department
	Course Title(s) 
	Proposed Start Date
	Approval Route
	Current Approval Stage
	Date

	Aegean Omiros College (AOC)
	BSc (Hons) Accounting and Finance

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

Dip HE Accounting and Finance

Cert HE Accounting and Finance
	October 2023
	Category 3 – validation
	Partner response to conditions and recommendations set at validation event held on 14 June 2023 

(Paper AQSC/23/55)
	August 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above course was approved by a validation panel on 14 June 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the summary of outcomes.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the summary of outcomes had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The course would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year. The full validation report will follow for the committee’s information at the next AQSC meeting.

The Committee noted that the full validation report was to follow and would be sent to the October 2023 committee for information. The Committee highlighted the importance of being provided the full report with panel membership to support the summaries which had been sent to the September virtual committee.


	Aegean Omiros College
	MSc Financial Technology

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

PG Dip Financial Technology

PG Cert Financial Technology
	October 2023
	Category 3 – validation
	Partner response to conditions and recommendations set at validation event held on 14 June 2023 

(Paper AQSC/23/55)
	August 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above course was approved by a validation panel on 14 June 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the summary of outcomes.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the summary of outcomes had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The course would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year. The full validation report will follow for the committee’s information at the next AQSC meeting.

	Aegean Omiros College (AOC)
	BSc (Hons) Mathematics (Mathematics for Business)

BSc (Hons) Mathematics (Mathematical Computation)

BSc (Hons) Mathematics (Mathematics Education)

BSc (Hons) Mathematics (Mathematical Statistics) 

Incorporating the following names exit awards:

Dip HE Mathematics

Cert HE Mathematics
	October 2023
	Category 3 – validation
	Report from validation event held on 5 June 2023 and Partner response to conditions and recommendations set at this event. (Paper AQSC/23/56)
	August 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above courses was approved by a validation panel on 5 June 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the report.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The course would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year.

	Aegean Omiros College (AOC)
	MSc Artificial Intelligence

MSc Artificial Intelligence (Machine Learning)

MSc Artificial Intelligence (Data Analytics)

MSc Artificial Intelligence (Healthcare)

MSc Artificial Intelligence (Future Governance)

Incorporating the following named exit awards

PG Dip Artificial Intelligence

PG Dip Artificial Intelligence (Machine Learning)

PG Dip Artificial Intelligence (Data Analytics)

PG Dip Artificial Intelligence (Healthcare)

PG Dip Artificial Intelligence (Future Governance)

PG Cert Artificial Intelligence
	January 2024
	Category 3 – validation
	Partner response to conditions and recommendations set at validation event held on 22 May 2023 

(Paper AQSC/23/57)
	August 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above course was approved by a validation panel on 22 May 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the summary of outcomes.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the summary of outcomes had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The course would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year. The full validation report will follow for the committee’s information at a future AQSC meeting.

	Aegean Omiros College (AOC)
	MSc Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy)

MSc Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Cardiorespiratory Physiotherapy)

MSc Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Neurological Physiotherapy)

MSc Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Paediatric Physiotherapy)

Incorporating the following named exit awards: 

PG Dip Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy)

PG Dip Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Cardiorespiratory Physiotherapy)

PG Dip Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Neurological Physiotherapy)

PG Dip Current Approaches in Physiotherapy (Paediatric Physiotherapy)

PG Cert Current Approaches in Physiotherapy 
	January 2024
	Category 3 – validation
	Partner response to conditions and recommendations set at validation event held on 16 May 2023 

(Paper AQSC/23/58)
	August 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above course was approved by a validation panel on 16 May 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the summary of outcomes.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the summary of outcomes had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The course would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year. The full validation report will follow for the committee’s information at a future AQSC meeting.

	Aegean Omiros College (AOC)
	MSc Human Nutrition

MSc Human Nutrition (Clinical Nutrition)

MSc Human Nutrition (Sports Nutrition)

MSc Human Nutrition (Public Health Nutrition)

MSc Human Nutrition (Obesity-Eating Nutrition) 

MSc Human Nutrition (Paediatric Nutrition)

MSc Human Nutrition (Precision Nutrition)

Incorporating the following named exit awards

PG Dip Human Nutrition (Clinical Nutrition)

PG Dip Human Nutrition (Sports Nutrition)

PG Dip Human Nutrition (Public Health Nutrition)

PG Dip Human Nutrition (Obesity-Eating Nutrition) 

PG Dip Human Nutrition (Paediatric Nutrition)

PG Dip Human Nutrition (Precision Nutrition)

PG Cert Human Nutrition
	January 2024
	Category 3 – validation
	Partner response to conditions and recommendations set at validation event held on 16 May 2023 

(Paper AQSC/23/58)
	August 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above course was approved by a validation panel on 16 May 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the summary of outcomes.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the summary of outcomes had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The course would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year. The full validation report will follow for the committee’s information at a future AQSC meeting.

	Aegean Omiros College (AOC)
	MSc Coaching and Mentoring (Wellbeing Practitioner)

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

PG Dip Coaching and Mentoring (Wellbeing Practitioner)

PG Cert Coaching and Mentoring 
	January 2024
	Category 3 – validation
	Partner response to conditions and recommendations set at validation event held on 16 May 2023 

(Paper AQSC/23/58)
	August 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above course was approved by a validation panel on 16 May 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the summary of outcomes.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the summary of outcomes had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The course would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year. The full validation report will follow for the committee’s information at a future AQSC meeting.

	Edge Hotel School
	FdA Tourism

BA Tourism
	October 2024
	Category 3 – validation
	School response to conditions and recommendations set at the joint Periodic Review validation event held on 29 March and 19 May 2023 to be provided by 25 September 2023 for approval by the event Chair

(Paper AQSC/23/48)
	March - May 2023

	
	Key Features/Notes:

AQSC was asked to approve the outcomes of the Periodic Review and the validation of FdA/BA Tourism subject to the receipt of responses and the approval of these by the event Chair. The responses would be shared with a future meeting of AQSC for information.

The course would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year. 

The Committee highlighted that the home institution of the External Academic Panel Member had not been listed in the report and requested that this was provided for the formal record.


Items resolved by AQSC in September 2023: Periodic Reviews
Documentation from the following Periodic Reviews had been circulated to the Committee:
	Partner or department
	Course Title(s) under review
	Review Date
	Recommendation to AQSC

	Edge Hotel School
	Undergraduate provision
Postgraduate Taught provision
	· 29 March 2023 (stage 1)
· 19 May 2023 (stage 2)
	The Periodic Review Panel recommended that the courses and modules listed in Appendix A of the Periodic Review report should continue until the next cycle of Periodic Review subject to the recommendations outlined in the report. The courses would next be subject to periodic review during the 2027/28 academic year.

AQSC is asked to approve the outcomes of the Periodic Review and the validation of FdA/BA Tourism subject to the receipt of responses that are approved by the event Chair. (Paper AQSC/23/48)

	
	Key Features/Notes: The responses to recommendations outlined in the report would be shared with a future meeting of AQSC for information.
The Committee highlighted that the home institution of the External Academic Panel Member had not been listed in the report and requested that this was provided for the formal record.

The Committee expressed interest in an evaluation of Edge Hotel School by the UCL Institute of Education alluded to in paragraph 6.1 of the report, and requested more information about the context of this evaluation. This was provided by the Secretary to the review.

	Essex Law School
	Undergraduate provision
Postgraduate Taught provision

Postgraduate Research provision
	· 23 February 2023 (stage 1)
· 15 March 2023 (stage 2)
	The Periodic Review Panel recommended that the courses and modules listed in Appendix A of the Periodic Review report should continue until the next cycle of Periodic Review subject to the recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report. The courses would next be subject to periodic review during the 2027-28 academic year. (Paper AQSC/23/49)

	
	Key Features/Notes: The response to the recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadline and signed off by the chair of the Periodic Review event.

	Government
	Undergraduate provision
	· 23 February 2023 (stage 1)

· 3 April 2023 (stage 2)
	The Periodic Review Panel recommended that the courses and modules listed in Appendix A of the Periodic Review report should continue until the next cycle of Periodic Review subject to the recommendations outlined in the report. The courses would next be subject to periodic review during the 2027-28 academic year. (Paper AQSC/23/50)

	
	Key Features/Notes: The response to the recommendations outlined in the report had been received by the agreed

deadline and signed off by the chair of the Periodic Review event.

The Committee highlighted commendations b (“the ways in which the Department is placing education at the forefront of key activities such as Away Days”) and e (“no dissonance was noted between student feedback and Departmental feedback received by the Panel”) as positive to hear, but queried whether they were points worthy of a formal commendation.

	Health and Social Care
	FdSc Health Science
	April – June 2023 

(Paper-based review)
	The Periodic Review Panel recommended that the courses and modules listed in Appendix A of the Periodic Review report should continue until the next cycle of Periodic Review subject to the condition and development in progress outlined in the report. The course would next be subject to periodic review during the 2027-28 academic year. (Paper AQSC/23/51)

	
	Key Features/Notes: The response to the condition and development in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadline and signed off by the chair of the Periodic Review event.

	Health and Social Care
	BSc Speech and Language Therapy
MSc Speech and Language Therapy (Pre-Registration)
	· 24 April 2023 (stage 1)

· 25 May 2023 (stage 2)
	The Periodic Review Panel recommended that the courses and modules listed in Appendix A of the Periodic Review report should continue until the next cycle of Periodic Review subject to the condition and development in progress outlined in the report. The courses would next be subject to periodic review during the 2027-28 academic year. (Paper AQSC/23/52)

	
	Key Features/Notes: The response to the condition and development in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadline and signed off by the chair of the Periodic Review event.

	Psychology
	Undergraduate provision
	· 6 December 2022 (stage 1)

· 12 January 2023 (stage 2)
	The Periodic Review Panel recommended that the courses and modules listed in Appendix A of the Periodic Review report should continue until the next cycle of Periodic Review subject to the recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report. The courses would next be subject to periodic review during the 2027-28 academic year. (Paper AQSC/23/53)

	
	Key Features/Notes: The response to the recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadline and signed off by the chair of the Periodic Review event.

	University of Essex Online (Kaplan Open Learning)
	PG Business Courses:

MSc Project Management

Incorporating the following named exit awards: 

PG Dip Project Management

PG Cert Project Management

MSc Business with Finance

Incorporating the following named exit awards: 

PG Dip Business with Finance

PG Cert Business with Finance

MSc International Human Resource Management

Incorporating the following named exit awards: 

PG Dip International Human Resource Management

PG Cert International Human Resource Management

MSc Global Digital Marketing

Incorporating the following named exit awards: 

PG Dip Global Digital Marketing

PG Cert Global Digital Marketing

MSc Business and Management (Business Analytics)

Incorporating the following named exit awards: 

PG Dip Business and Management (Business Analytics)

PG Cert Business and Management (Business Analytics)

Master of Business Management (MBM)

Incorporating the following named exit awards: 

PG Dip Business Management

PG Cert Business Management

MSc Supply Chain Management and Global Logistics

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

PG Dip Supply Chain Management and Global Logistics

PG Cert Supply Chain Management and Global Logistics

Master of Business Administration (MBA)
	23 March 2023
	The listed courses are being recommended for re-approval for delivery with effect from October 2023. The courses would next be subject to review during the academic year 2027/28. (Paper AQSC/23/60)


	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above courses was re-approved by a periodic review panel on 23 March 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the report.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The courses would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year.

	University of Essex Online (Kaplan Open Learning)
	MSc International Healthcare Management

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

PG Dip International Healthcare Management

PG Cert International Healthcare Management

BSc (Hons) Healthcare Management

Incorporating the following named exit awards: 

Cert HE Healthcare Management
	7 March 2023
	The listed courses are being recommended for re-approval for delivery with effect from October 2023. The courses would next be subject to review during the academic year 2027/28. (Paper AQSC/23/61)


	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above courses was re-approved by a periodic review panel on 7 March 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the report.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report had been received and signed off by the chair of the event.  The courses would be subject to periodic review in 2027/28 academic year.

	The Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust
	MA Foundations of Psychodynamic Psychotherapy

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

MA Foundations of Psychodynamic Psychotherapy
	7 February 2023
	The listed courses are being recommended for re-approval for delivery with effect from October 2023. The courses would next be subject to review during the academic year 2026/27. (Paper AQSC/23/62)

	
	Key Features/Notes:

Delivery of the above courses was re-approved by a periodic review panel on 7 March 2023, subject to satisfactory response to the conditions and recommendations set out in the report.  The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadline and signed off by the chair of the event.  The courses would be subject to periodic review in 2026/27 academic year.


Ceri Law
Senior Quality and Academic Development Manager

September 2023
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