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	1.
	Purpose of the report

	To provide minutes and to highlight key areas which AQSC may wish to discuss from the virtual meeting of AQSC held in September 2019.

	3.
	Recommendations

	No recommendations are attached.

	2.
	Summary of key issues

	a. Further information relating to Periodic Reviews

AQSC asked for further information to be provided at the October meeting on specific areas of the following Periodic Reviews.  Details are given in the attached minutes under the entry for each Review.  The full Periodic Review reports and comments made by Committee members can be found in the Committee portal.
· East 15 (assessment and feedback)

· Essex Pathways (attendance, progression and Rules of Assessment)

· SPAH (assessment timing)

· SRES (Assessment Data Officer role)

· Language and Linguistics (Community Cohesion Officer role)
b. Response to Periodic Reviews

AQSC noted that summaries were to be provided of the response to course validations and Periodic Reviews so the Committee was more aware of progress in relation to conditions and recommendations.

Department responses varied in length and detail according to the nature of the conditions and recommendations.  Responses for the Periodic Reviews held in 2018/19 will be collated and made available to the Committee in advance of the meeting on 16 October 2019.
For Periodic Reviews held during 2019/20 onwards, an overview of the response would be provided with the Periodic Review report.

	5.
	Resource Implications (financial and staffing)

	Resource requirements are considered as part of the relevant policy or process.

	6.
	Legal and regulatory considerations

	None identified

	7.
	Equality impact assessment

	Matters relating to equality and diversity were considered during quality assurance and enhancement processes, including proposals for new courses, curriculum developments and Periodic Reviews.

	4.
	Consultation undertaken/required

	· Requirements for consultation are set out in the relevant quality assurance and enhancement procedures.  These were followed in the consideration of the items included in this report.

	8.
	Analysis of risk

	None immediately identified. 


Academic Quality and Standards Committee:  Report of virtual meeting held in September 2019

For information

Reports and recommendations from the following Periodic Reviews were received

	Department / Partner
	Course title(s) or area covered by the Periodic Review
	Date of event
	AQSC resolution
	Next Periodic Review date
	Conditions and recommendations

	Faculty of Humanities

	East 15 Acting School
	Undergraduate and postgraduate taught provision
	16 April 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years.
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.

	
	AQSC approved the course asked for clarification on the following areas.  

· The Committee noted that the School’s response to the recommendation had been received and approved, but had not been shared amongst the Committee. The Committee wished to know if the recommendations relating to assessment, including the timing of assessments and timeliness of feedback, would be addressed as a theme at the School’s Education Away Day.
· Secretary’s note:  The department’s away day included time dedicated to reviewing the outcome of the Periodic Review.  A summary of the response to the conditions and recommendations would be circulated to the Committee.

	Essex Pathways Department
	Undergraduate provision
	10 April 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years.
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.

	
	AQSC approved the course and asked for clarification on the following areas (via an oral update at the next meeting).  
· Steps taken or planned to improve and continue to monitor student attendance and any impact on progression for students on pathway programmes.

· An explanation as to the nature of the referenced variation to the Rules of Assessment, how this variation was intended to improve student attendance and whether this variation had been submitted and approved.


Periodic Reviews (continued)
	Department / Partner
	Course title(s) or area covered by the Periodic Review
	Date of event
	AQSC resolution
	Next Periodic Review date
	Conditions and recommendations

	School of Philosophy and Art History
	Undergraduate provision
	28 May 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years.
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.

	
	AQSC asked for further information to be provided on the following area (via an oral update at the next meeting).

· How the School intended to address recommendations around the timing of assessments and avoiding bunching of deadlines.


	Department / Partner
	Course title(s) or area covered by the Periodic Review
	Date of event
	AQSC resolution
	Next Periodic Review date
	Conditions and recommendations

	Faculty of Science and Health

	School of Sport, Rehabilitation and Exercise Sciences
	Sports related courses (undergraduate, postgraduate taught and postgraduate research provision)
	30 April 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years.
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.

	
	AQSC asked for further information to be provided on the following area (via an oral update at the next meeting).  

· Whether the School had introduced the role of an Assessment Data Officer (or similar) as per the recommendations, and for further information as to this role and its benefits for both the School of Sport, Rehabilitation and Exercise Sciences and the Department of Psychology.


	Department / Partner
	Course title(s) or area covered by the Periodic Review
	Date of event
	AQSC resolution
	Next Periodic Review date
	Conditions and recommendations

	Faculty of Social Sciences

	Essex Business School
	Postgraduate taught and research provision
	25 April 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years.
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.

	Department of Government
	Postgraduate taught and research provision
	16 May 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years.
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.


	Department of Language and Linguistics
	Undergraduate provision
	6 March 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years.
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.

	
	AQSC highlighted the following:

· The Department was commended on the introduction of a Community Cohesion Officer post and the ongoing engagement with students being undertaken.  AQSC felt there was something which could be disseminated more widely across the University.

	Institute for Social and Economic Research (ISER)
	Postgraduate research provision
	23 April 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years.
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.


	Department / Partner
	Course title(s) or area covered by the Periodic Review
	Date of event
	AQSC resolution
	Next Periodic Review date
	Conditions and recommendations

	Partners

	Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex Online)
	· Undergraduate and postgraduate Law courses as listed below.L
	26 March 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years.
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.

	
	Undergraduate and postgraduate Law courses:

· LLB (Hons) Law

· Cert HE Law

· LLB (Hons) Law with Criminology

· Cert HE Law with Criminology

· LLB (Hons) Law with Psychology

· Cert HE Law with Psychology

· LLB (Hons) Law with Business

· Cert HE Law with Business

· LLM International Trade and Commercial Law

· PG Dip International Trade and Commercial Law

· PG Cert International Trade and Commercial Law

The following courses were considered as part of the review but had been discontinued and were in teach-out:

· Dip HE Law

· Dip HE Law with Criminology

· Dip HE Law with Business

The following courses would be discontinued as a target award:

· Cert CE Law


	Colchester Institute (University Centre Colchester)
	Undergraduate IT Systems and Applications courses as listed below.
	22 May 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years (or until the end of the Partnership.)
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.

	
	Undergraduate IT Systems and Applications:

· BSc (Hons) IT Systems and Applications (full-time)

· BSc (Hons) IT Systems and Applications (part-time) (in teach-out)

· FdSc IT Systems and Applications (full-time) (in teach-out)

· FdSc IT Systems and Applications (part-time) (in teach-out)

· Cert HE IT Systems and Applications (full-time)

· Cert HE IT Systems and Applications (part-time) (in teach-out)

	Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust
	· MA / PG Dip / PG Cert Working with Children, Young People & Families: A Psychoanalytic Observational Approach (M7)

· MA / PG Dip / PG Cert Perinatal and Early Years Work: A Psychoanalytic Observational Approach (M9)

· Grad Dip / Grad Cert The Emotional Care of Babies,

· Children, Young People and Families (EC1)
	2 April 2019
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years.
	2023/24
	The response to any conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.


For information

Reports and recommendations from the following course approvals were received

	Department / Partner
	Course title(s)
	Course start date
	Approval category
	Approval stage and AQSC resolution
	Key features / notes

	Faculty of Science and Health

	School of Health and Social Care
	· MSc Advanced Practitioner Apprenticeship
	Oct 2019
	Category 2
	Final stage

· Course approved by AQSC

· To be included in Periodic Review 2023/24
	See below

	
	· Start dates would normally be October, January and April (with the majority of students expected to start in October).

· A variation to the Rules of Assessment had been approved by Senate to reflect the nature of the course and specific requirements of the apprenticeship.

· A response to the areas raised by the Faculty Education Committee had been provided.

	Partner institutions

	Validation

Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex Online)
	· MSc Business and Management (Business Analytics)

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· PG Dip Business and Management (Business Analytics)

· PG Cert Business and Management

·  PG Dip Business and Management (Business Analytics)

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· PG Cert Business and Management

	Jan 2020

	Validation
	Final stage

· Courses approved by AQSC

· To be included in Periodic Review 2023/24

	The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines. All conditions had been met. 

	Validation

Kaplan Higher Education Academy, Singapore (Kaplan Singapore)
	· BSc (Hons) Sports and Exercise Science

· BSc (Hons) Sports Performance and Coaching


	June 2019


	Validation
	Final stage

· Courses approved by AQSC

· To be included in Periodic Review 2023/24


	The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines. All conditions had been met. 

	Validation

Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust
	· PG Dip Working with Complex Needs in Contemporary Social Work Practice

· PG Cert Working with Complex Needs in Contemporary Social Work Practice


	Nov 2019


	Validation
	Final stage

· Courses approved by AQSC

· To be included in Periodic Review 2023/24


	The response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines. All conditions had been met. 


AQSC resolved that the following course discontinuations should be approved

	Partner Institution
	Course title(s)

	Colchester Institute (University Centre Colchester)
	The following courses be discontinued from academic year 2019/20. No students are enrolled on these programmes.

· FdA Photography

The following courses to be discontinued from the academic year 2019/20 due to the partnership being dissolved. Current students enrolled on the programme are expected to complete by July 2023.

· BSc (Hons) IT Systems and Applications (part-time)

· Cert HE IT Systems and Applications (part-time)

	Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex Online) 
	The following courses to be discontinued from academic year 2018/19. Students are expected to complete the programmes by March 2021:

	
	· Cert CE Business Psychology

· Cert CE Business Studies

· Cert CE Criminal Psychology
	· Cert CE Criminology and Criminal Justice

· Cert CE Healthcare Management

· Cert CE Law

· Cert CE Psychology


