Academic Quality and Standards Committee:  Report of virtual meeting held in December 2018
For information
Reports and recommendations from the following Periodic Reviews were received
	Department / Partner
	Course title(s) or area covered by the Periodic Review
	Date of event
	AQSC resolution
	Next Periodic Review date
	Conditions and recommendations

	Faculty of Humanities

	School of  Law 
	Undergraduate provision
	3 May 2018
	The courses listed in the report submitted to AQSC should continue for a further five years
	2022/23
	The response to the conditions, recommendations and developments in progress outlined in the report had been received by the agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of the Review.

	
	AQSC asked for clarification on the following areas.  These were referred to the department following the meeting.

· An explanation around the previous 30-credit compulsory module and its link to student ability to undertake a year abroad

· Progress against recommendations and developments in progress, whether these had resulted in the desired change, and confirmation these had been reflected in the Annual Review of Course report
AQSC also highlighted the following for future consideration:

· How the double degrees offered in partnership with French institutions are reflected in future events and reports (noting that separate events are held for these courses, the next one was due during 2018/19 and would be organised by the Partnerships team).




For information
Reports and recommendations from the following course approvals were received

	Department / Partner
	Course title(s)
	Course start date
	Approval category
	Approval stage and AQSC resolution
	Key features / notes

	Faculty of Science and Health

	Edge Hotel School 
	· FdA Events Management

· BA Events Management

· BA Events Management (Including Year Abroad) 

· FdA Hospitality Management

· BA Hospitality Management

· BA Hospitality Management (Including Year Abroad) 
	Oct 2019
	Validation
	Final stage

· Courses approved by AQSC with conditions

· To be included in Periodic Review 2022/23

· Response to conditions / recommendations due 11 January 2019
	Secretary’s note:

The response to conditions and recommendations was received following the meeting (in line with deadlines) and would be considered by the Chair.

	
	AQSC asked for clarification on the following areas. These were referred to the department following the meeting.

· How the curriculum contributed towards the aim for the three-year course to achieve a greater focus on academic content contact compared to the current accelerated route

· What the expected impact of a reduced amount of work experience would be on student satisfaction

· The report referred to the aims of the course being embedded within the learning outcomes (condition 3).  These were usually two separate elements of the programme specification.  AQSC requested clarification as to whether this was in reference to making sure there was a clear link between the aims and the outcomes.

AQSC also highlighted the following:

· The need for the response to condition 3 to ensure actions would deliver the intended outcome (i.e. to make sure that students would be engaged in the range of activities and roles that would give them opportunity to show if they’d developed the knowledge and skills needed).

· The importance of clear information for students on the differences, demands and benefits of each version of the courses, along with making sure students had clear information on whether and when it was possible to transfer between them.

	Partner institutions

	Validation

Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex Online) 
	· BSc (Hons) Healthcare Management

· Cert HE Healthcare Management

· Cert CE Healthcare Management

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· Cert CE Healthcare Management Cert HE Healthcare Management Dip HE Healthcare Management 
	Jan/Feb 2019 
	Validation
	Final stage

· Courses approved by AQSC

· To be included in Periodic Review 2022/23

· Response to conditions / recommendations due 31 October 2018
	The response to conditions and recommendations had been received (in line with deadlines).  All conditions had been met.


(continued)

	Department / Partner
	Course title(s)
	Course start date
	Approval category
	Approval stage and AQSC resolution
	Key features / notes

	Validation

Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex) 
	· MSc International Healthcare Management

· PG Dip International Healthcare Management

· PG Cert International Healthcare Management

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· PG Dip International Healthcare Management PG Cert International Healthcare Management
	Jan/Feb 2019
	Validation
	Final stage

· Courses approved by AQSC

· To be included in Periodic Review 2022/23

· Response to conditions / recommendations due 31 October 2018
	The response to conditions and recommendations had been received (in line with deadlines).  All conditions had been met.


For information

Reports and recommendations from the following validation of new sites of delivery were received
	Partner Institution
	Course title(s) or area covered by the Validation
	AQSC resolution

	The Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust
	· PG Cert/PG Dip/MA in Working with Children, Young People and Families: A psychoanalytic observational approach (M7)

· PG Cert/PG Dip/MA in Working with Infants and the Early Years: A Psychoanalytic Observational Approach (M9)
	Approved for delivery with effect from September 2018.

	
	AQSC asked for clarification on the following areas:

· A brief overview to be given at the next meeting of AQSC of how the Trust managed the number of sites and delivery at each, to ensure that any inconsistencies or issues would be identified and resolved

· Clarification on the location (ref 6.2) that the report referred to

Secretary’s note:  Following the meeting, the locations were confirmed:
· The previous address for the Belfast site was:  Belfast Health and Social Care Trust, Knockbracken Healthcare Park, Saintfield Road, Belfast, BT8 8BH.
· The new address for the Belfast site ism as stated in the report: Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action (NICVA) 61 Duncairn Gardens, Belfast BT15 2GB


AQSC resolved that the following course discontinuations should be approved
	Partner Institution

Institutional validation or review
	Course title(s)

	Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex Online) 
	The following courses were no longer open to new applicants with effect from 2018/19 and all students were expected to finish the course by 2024/25:
· DipHE Business and Marketing
· DipHE Psychology
· DipHE Law
· DipHE Law with Business 
· DipHE Law with Criminology



