Academic Quality and Standards Committee:  Report of virtual meeting held in December 2017
FOR INFORMATION

New course approvals
Reports and recommendations from the following course approvals were received

	Department / Partner
	Course title(s)
	Course start date
	Approval category
	Approval stage and AQSC resolution
	Key features / notes

	Faculty of Social Sciences

	Department of Sociology
	· MA Migration Studies
· MSc Migration Studies
	Oct 2018
	Category 2 – approval via AQSC
	Final stage

· Course approved by AQSC

· To be included in Periodic Review 2021/22

· Response to conditions / recommendations to be received and approved prior to course start date.  The deadline for response to be agreed with the Deputy Dean (Education).
	See recommendations linked to AQSC approval set out below.

	
	Conditions and recommendations of approval:

Recommendations:

· Review the entry requirements (currently set at a 2:1) to consider whether applicants could be considered with a 2:2.

· Consider whether a Key Skill relating to numeracy would be covered in the MA (for example via the Research Methods module).

· Review the status of modules on both courses, with a view to ensuring there is a clear rationale for allocating modules as either core or compulsory, and considering whether some core modules could be made compulsory.

The following changes are needed to the documentation:

· Remove references to Key Skills Learning outcome D6 under Assessment methods.
· Correction to module codes (information will be provided by the Quality and Academic Development Manager)




	Department / Partner
	Course title(s)
	Course start date
	Approval category
	Approval stage and AQSC resolution
	Key features / notes

	Partner institutions

	Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex Online)
	· PG Cert Policing and Criminal Investigation
	Jan 2018
	Validation
	Final stage

· Course approved by AQSC

· To be included in Periodic Review 2022/23
· Response to recommendations approved.  There were no conditions set.
	No further conditions or recommendations were set by AQSC.

	Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex Online)
	· MSc Business with Finance

Incorporating the following exit awards

· PG Dip Business with Finance

· PG Cert Business and Management

· PG Dip Business with Finance

Incorporating the following exit award

· PG Cert Business and Management

· MSc Business with Human Resources

Incorporating the following exit awards

· PG Dip Business with Human Resources

· PG Cert Business and Management

· PG Dip Business with Human Resources

Incorporating the following exit award

· PG Cert Business and Management

· MSc Business with Marketing

Incorporating the following exit awards

· PG Dip Business with Marketing

· PG Cert Business and Management

· PG Dip Business with Marketing

Incorporating the following exit awards

· PG Cert Business and Management
	Jan 2018
	Validation
	Final stage

· Course approved by AQSC

· To be included in Periodic Review 2022/23

· Response to conditions and recommendations approved.  All conditions of approval had been met.
	No further conditions or recommendations were set by AQSC.


Course discontinuations
Observations by AQSC:

Members of AQSC felt that the rationale for course discontinuations should be more visible in the report to AQSC.  The Quality and Academic Development team would review the reporting of course discontinuations to identify how best to provide this additional information.
AQSC resolved that the following course discontinuations should be approved

	Partner Institution

Institutional validation or review
	Course title(s) or area covered by the Periodic Review

	Colchester Institute
	The following courses are to be discontinued from October 2018.  The courses are no longer open to new applicants and there are no students enrolled on these courses.


	
	· BA (Hons) Fine Art with Foundation Year
· BA (Hons) Fashion & Textiles with Foundation Year
· BA (Hons) Graphic Design with Foundation Year
· BA (Hons) 3D Design & Craft with Foundation Year
· PGCert Management

· PGCert Management Studies


	Colchester Institute
	The following course is to be discontinued from October 2018.  The course is no longer open to new applicants and all students are expected to have completed their studies by July 2018.



	
	· Masters in Business Administration


	Colchester Institute
	The following courses are to be discontinued from October 2018.  The courses are no longer open to new applicants and all students are expected to have completed their studies by July 2019.



	
	· FdA Management

· BA (Hons) Management



	Edge Hotel School
	The following course is to be discontinued from October 2018.  The course is no longer open to new applicants and there are no students enrolled on these courses.



	
	· MSc International Hospitality Management



	Partner Institution

Institutional validation or review
	Course title(s) or area covered by the Periodic Review

	South Essex College
	The following course is to be discontinued from October 2018.  The course is no longer open to new applicants and all students are expected to have completed their studies by June 2019.



	
	· BA (Hons) Music Performance, Production and Composition



	South Essex College
	The following course is to be discontinued from October 2018.  The course is no longer open to new applicants and all students are expected to have completed their studies by June 2020.



	
	· BA (Hons) Business Studies



	South Essex College
	The following course is to be discontinued from October 2018.  The course is no longer open to new applicants and all students are expected to have completed their studies by June 2021.



	
	· BA (Hons) Computer Games Design

· FdA Counselling

· BA (Hons) Counselling

· BSc (Hons) Criminology and Forensic Investigation

· BA (Hons) Digital Animation

· BA (Hons) Early Years Education

· BA (Hons) Film and Television Production

· BSc (Hons) Psychology and Sociology

· BA (Hons) Special Education Studies

· BA (Hons) Sports Studies




