
UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX

ACADEMIC QUALITY AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE

14 October 2015

APPROVED MINUTES

	Chair
	Dr Peter Luther, Deputy Dean (Education) (Humanities)


	Present
	Neil Bamber, Eigaude Bertasiute, Osei Downes, Ruairi Hipkin, Professor Roderick Main, Andrew McIntosh, Claire Nixon, Professor Aletta Norval, Dr David Penman.


	Apologies
	Dr Joanne Andrews, Dr Dominic Micklewright, Professor David Pevalin, Dr Chris Saker,


	Secretary
	Liz Laws, Senior Academic Standards and Partnerships Manager


	In attendance
	Dr Emma Dollard, Sarah Smith


	GENERAL BUSINESS
	

	
	

	INTRODUCTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
	

	
	

	Noted
	The Chair welcomed new members of the Committee.
	15/318 

	
	

	STARRING OF AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	
	

	The following items were starred for discussion in addition to the circulated agenda:  

4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, and 13.

	15/319 

	BUSINESS TAKEN WITHOUT DISCUSSION
	

	
	
	

	Approved
	Without discussion, those items not already starred on the agenda or indicated at the meeting.
	15/320 

	
	
	

	MEMBERSHIP AND TERMS OF REFERENCE (AQSC/15/49)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	2015-16 membership and terms of reference for the Academic Quality and Standards Committee.


	15/321 

	Reported
	The post of Faculty Convenor for Science and Health was currently vacant.  The Committee agreed that it would be beneficial for Mr McIntosh, Postgraduate Convenor, who was in attendance at the meeting, to become a member of the Committee.


	15/322 

	Recommended to Senate
	The Postgraduate Convenor with responsibility for research provision should become a member of the Committee.
	15/323 

	
	
	

	Minutes of meeting held on 3 June 2015 (AQSC/15/50)
	

	
	

	Approved
	Minutes of the meeting held on 3 June 2015
	15/324 

	
	
	

	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	Minutes 15/246-253:  Student Representatives Policy

The Students’ Union had contacted departments to discuss how to encourage active engagement and attendance at relevant meetings by student representatives.  Over 250 students had registered for training events, and alternative arrangements were being made for students who did not study on campus, or did not visit as often as full-time campus-based students.  The SU hoped to introduce more online training via Moodle, which would also help to track levels of engagement.

	15/325 

	Reported
	Minutes 15/254-262:  Anonymous marking
At the Committee’s meeting in June 2015, actions were agreed to further the consultation with students over their views on anonymous marking, which would be used to inform discussion at the Directors of Education Network.


	15/326 

	
	Following discussion at the Directors of Education Network, it was agreed that a review should be carried out during 2015/16, which would allow both students and staff to express their views and present a clear rationale for their preference.  The Committee highlighted the importance of considering the issue in light of national data and contextual information, and the importance of focussing on the aim of ensuring all students could be confident that marking remained fair.  The Chair of AQSC would be liaising with the PVC (Education) and Academic Registrar with a view to writing a discussion paper during the spring term.
	15/327 

	
	
	

	REPORT ON CHAIR’S ACTION (AQSC/15/51)
	

	
	

	Received
	A report of action taken on behalf of the Committee by the Chair of the Committee since its last meeting.
	15/328 

	
	
	

	Approval of new courses
	

	
	
	

	Faculty of Science and Health

School of Health and Human Sciences
	

	Reported
	The following course title and variant had been approved with effect from October 2015 following recommendation by the Deputy Dean (Education) and Executive Dean for Science and Health.  The course was a slightly amended version of existing provision (PG Cert Advanced Musculoskeletal Assessment (Imaging)) and would be delivered in Australia and by distance learning by the School in an agreement with the Australian Sonographers Association.  There were no conditions or recommendations attached to the course approval.

School of Health and Human Sciences

· Postgraduate Certificate – Ultrasound Guided Musculoskeletal Interventions


	15/329 

	Faculty of Social Sciences
Essex Business School
	

	Reported
	The following course titles had been approved with effect from October 2015 following a recommendation by the Deputy Dean (Education) on behalf of the Faculty Education Committee (through authority delegated by the Executive Dean).

Essex Business School

· MPhil/MPhD/PhD in Business Analytics


	15/330 


	Faculty of Humanities
School of Law
	

	Reported
	The following course titles had been approved with effect from October 2015:

School of Law

3-year joint courses

· LLB Law with Human Rights (3yr) 

· LLB Law with Philosophy (3yr) 

· LLB Law with Politics (3yr) 


	15/331 

	
	The following course titles had been approved with effect from October 2015:

School of Law

4-year joint courses

· LLB Law with Human Rights including a Year Abroad (4yr) 

· LLB Law with Philosophy including a Year Abroad (4yr)

· LLB Law with Politics (Including a Year Abroad) (4yr) 

· LLB Law with Human Rights (Including Placement Year) (4yr) 

· LLB Law with Philosophy (Including a Placement Year) (4yr)

· LLB Law with Politics (Including a Placement Year)(4yr)
	15/332 

	
	
	15/333 

	Partner Institutions

University of Essex Online (Kaplan Open Learning)
	15/334 

	Reported
	The following University of Essex Online courses had been approved for delivery by Kaplan Open Learning subject to the response to the condition and recommendation being met prior to course start.  The courses would commence with immediate effect in 2015/16 and would be subject to review in the academic year 2019/20.  The Dean of Academic Partnerships had received and approved the response to the condition and recommendations, confirming these had been met.

University of Essex Online (Kaplan Open Learning)

· MPH Public Health

· PG Dip Public Health

· PG Cert Public Health

Incorporating the following named exit awards:

· PG Dip Public Health

· PG Cert Public Health

	15/335 

	Noted
	The Panel had discussed recruitment of appropriately qualified and experienced academic staff within KOL to support the health programmes.  The course had previously been offered at the University and KOL were taking on the delivery of the course.  Staff in the department would be supporting the course in its initial stages, until KOL had appointed a new academic lead and additional tutors.
	15/336 

	
	
	


	Course discontinuation and suspension
	

	
	
	

	Faculty of Humanities
School of Law
	

	Reported
	The following courses had been discontinued with effect from October 2016.

School of Law

· LLB MM19 Law and Human Rights (4yr)

· LLB MV15 Law and Philosophy (4yr)

· LLB ML12 Law and Politics (4yr)
	15/337 

	
	
	

	SECTION A – EDUCATION STRATEGY AND POLICY
	

	
	
	

	Academic Standards and partnerships office report (AQSC/15/52)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report from the Academic Standards and Partnerships Office on internal and external developments relating to academic quality and standards.


	15/338 

	Reported
	The QAA had published revised versions of subject benchmark statements for a further seven subjects.  Copies had been circulated to Heads of Department to ensure the new statements were used to inform curriculum development, monitoring and review.  Consultation was underway for a revised Social Policy benchmark and to add a new benchmark on Creative Writing.  Relevant departments had been encouraged to respond.

	15/339 

	
	A new characteristics statement on Qualifications involving more than one degree-awarding body had been published in October 2015.  The statement described the distinctive features of these types of awards, such as dual and joint awards, and aimed to build a common understanding of arrangements and to highlight typical approaches to quality assurance and the maintenance of academic standards.  The Academic Standards and Partnerships Office would draw on this statement when reviewing current policies and frameworks and in considering how current courses were defined.


	15/340 

	
	In September 2015, the QAA published revised Qualification Characteristics Statements covering three areas:  Doctoral Degree Characteristics; Master's Degree Characteristics; and Foundation Degree Characteristics.  The new statements would come into effect as an external reference point from autumn 2016. The doctoral and master’s degree characteristics statements would be considered as part of the review of the University’s Higher Degree Regulations during 2015/16; and all statements would be used to inform ongoing curriculum review and development.


	15/341 

	Noted
	The Committee discussed the award of MPhil as a target or exit award.  Recognising there were varying perceptions of these awards, the question was raised as to whether there was a need to improve how the University promoted their value.

	15/342 

	Reported
	In October 2014, the UK higher education funding bodies announced that they would be undertaking a review to determine how best quality assessment should be conducted in the future.  The University had submitted a response to the initial consultation in February 2015. The second stage of the Quality Assessment Review consultation was issued at the end of June 2015, and a response was submitted by the deadline of 18 September 2015.  The Committee received a summary of the issues raised and noted that the outcome was likely to be affected by the proposed Teaching Excellence Framework.

	15/343 

	Noted
	Any proposed changes to the External Examining system would require clear timelines and processes for implementation, and staff at the University would be encouraged to continue to engage in external examining under new structures.
	15/344 

	
	
	

	SECTION B – ACADEMIC BUSINESS
	

	
	
	

	FACULTY OF HUMANITIES (AQSC/15/53)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report from the Faculty Education Committee (Humanities) on action taken since the previous meeting held in May 2015.


	15/345 

	Reported
	The only item reported related to the restructure of the LLB courses from four-year to three-year courses.  Action had been taken by the Chair on behalf of the Committee as detailed in these minutes in the Report on Chair’s Action under General Business.


	15/346 

	Noted
	Students joining the courses in 2015 had been offered the option of either taking a three-year or four-year version, so would be able to access the full range of courses, including those involving a placement year or year abroad.  There would be no impact on continuing students.


	15/347 

	
	This prompted a discussion around the benefits of degrees with placements or study abroad, including the positive impact on final results.  The Chair highlighted the work underway to expand the number of courses involving these elements.
	15/348 

	
	
	

	FACULTY OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH (AQSC/15/54)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report from the Faculty Education Committee (Science and Health) on action taken since the previous meeting held in May 2015.
	15/349 

	
	
	

	Approval of new courses for publicity purposes
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	School of Biological Sciences

The Executive Dean had approved the following courses for publicity purposes (Part 1) to be offered from October 2016:

· MSc Sport and Performance Science (Full time 12 months, Part time 24 months)

· MSc Cancer Biology (Full time 12 months)


	15/350 

	
	School of Biological Sciences

Under delegated powers from the Executive Dean, the Deputy Dean (Education) had approved the following courses for publicity purposes (Part 1) to be offered from October 2016:

· BSc Biomedical Sciences (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Marine Biology (Including Placement Year)


	15/351 


	Reported
	School of Health and Human Sciences

Following recommendations emerging from meetings of course validation and developmental panels, the following courses would not be progressed.  The Executive Dean had therefore rescinded Part 1 approval.

· BA Family Resilience and Education
(following a validation event)
· BA Leadership in Public and Voluntary Services
(following a panel convened to consider the course development)

	15/352 

	Noted
	The Committee discussed the lifespan of approval for publicity purposes (Part 1 of the course approval process), and were keen to ensure that approval was granted for a limited period before the course was either fully approved or the proposal withdrawn.


	15/353 

	Resolved
	Courses with approval for publicity purposes should be considered during the following departmental planning round, and a decision made at that time as to whether the course proposal should continue or be withdrawn.
	15/354 

	
	
	

	Course discontinuation and suspension
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	Department of Psychology
The Deputy Dean (Education) had approved the temporary suspension of the following courses with effect from October 2015:

· MSc Language and the Brain
	15/355 

	
	
	

	FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES (AQSC/15/55)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report from the Faculty Education Committee (Social Sciences) on action taken since the previous meeting held in May 2015.
	15/356 

	
	
	

	Approval of new courses for publicity purposes
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	Essex Business School
The Executive Dean had approved the following courses for publicity purposes (Part 1) to be offered from October 2016 at the Colchester Campus:

· MSc Marketing Management 
	15/357 

	
	
	

	Course discontinuation and suspension
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	Department of Language and Linguistics
The Deputy Dean (Education) had approved the temporary suspension of the following courses with effect from October 2015:

· BA Language Studies (Including Year Abroad) 
	15/358 

	
	
	

	PARTNERSHIPS EDUCATION COMMITTEE (AQSC/15/25)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report from the Partnerships Education Committee held on 25 February 2015.
	15/359 

	
	
	


	Periodic Review
	

	
	
	

	Colchester Institute
	

	Received
	The report of a periodic review event that had taken place on 29 April 2015 to consider the BA(Hons) Fine Art.


	15/360 

	Resolved
	The following course was reapproved for five years with a review during the academic year 2019/20 subject to the response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report being met by the agreed deadlines:

· BA (Hons) Fine Art


	15/361 

	Received
	The report of a periodic review event that had taken place on 30 April 2015 to consider 3D Design and Craft, Graphic Design and Fashion and Textiles undergraduate programmes.


	15/362 

	Resolved
	The following courses were reapproved for five years with a review during the academic year 2019/20 subject to the response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report being met by the agreed deadlines:

· BA (Hons) 3D Design and Craft

· BA (Hons) Graphic Design

· BA (Hons) Fashion and Textiles


	15/363 

	Received
	The report of a periodic review event that had taken place on 19 May 2015 to consider undergraduate Early Years and Health and Social Care programmes.


	15/364 

	Resolved
	The following courses were reapproved for five years with a review during the academic year 2019/20 subject to the response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report being met by the agreed deadlines:

· BA (Hons) Early Years

· Fda Early Years

· Cert HE Early Years

· BA (Hons) Health and Social Care

· FdA Health and Social Care


	15/365 

	Writtle College
	

	Received
	The report of a periodic review event that had taken place on 27 May 2015 to consider postgraduate research provision.


	15/366 

	Resolved
	That postgraduate research provision should be reapproved for five years with a review during the academic year 2019/20 subject to the response to the conditions and recommendations outlined in the report being met by the agreed deadlines.


	15/367 

	Course validations
	

	
	

	Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust 

	

	Noted
	The Committee noted the number of events and reports which reflected the transition of courses to the University.  As a result of conditions set by validation panels, the Associate Dean of Academic Partnerships and managers from the Academic Standards and Partnerships Office were working with the Tavistock to ensure the documentation met the University’s required standards.


	15/368 

	Received
	The summary of conditions and recommendations from the event to consider the validation of the postgraduate taught programmes held on 30 April 2015.


	15/369 

	Resolved
	That the following course(s) should be validated for delivery by the Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust for a period of five years, with a review during the academic year 2019/20.  Validation was subject to the response to the conditions and recommendations being received and approved by agreed deadlines.

· Postgraduate Certificate in Child, Adolescent and Family Mental Well-being: Multidisciplinary Practice

· Postgraduate Certificate in Mental Health and Well-being: Multidisciplinary Practice with Young People and Adults

· Postgraduate Certificate in Mental Health and Well-being of Older Adults

· Master of Arts in From Safeguarding to Permanence – Psychodynamic & Systemic Therapeutic Practice with Children in Complex Settings

Incorporating the following exit award:

· Postgraduate Diploma in From Safeguarding to Permanence – Psychodynamic & Systemic Therapeutic Practice with Children in Complex Settings

· Master of Arts in Psychological Therapies with Children Young People and Families

Incorporating the following exit award:

· Psychological Therapies with Children Young People and Families


	15/370 

	Received
	The report from the event to consider the validation of the postgraduate taught programmes held on 4 June 2015.


	15/371 

	Resolved
	That the following course(s) should be validated for delivery by the Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust for a period of five years, with a review during the academic year 2019/20.  Validation was subject to the response to the conditions and recommendations being received and approved by agreed deadlines.

· Graduate Diploma in Emotional Care of Babies, Children, Young People and Families: Developing Understanding, Skills and Knowledge

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· Graduate Certificate in Emotional Care of Babies, Children, Young People and Families: Developing Understanding, Skills and Knowledge

· Graduate Certificate in Emotional Care of Babies, Children, Young People and Families: Developing Understanding, Skills and Knowledge


	15/372 

	Received
	The report from the event to consider the validation of the postgraduate taught programmes held on 29 June 2015.


	15/373 


	Resolved
	That the following course(s) should be validated for delivery by the Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust for a period of five years, with a review during the academic year 2019/20.  Validation was subject to the response to the conditions and recommendations being received and approved by agreed deadlines.

· Professional Doctorate in Psychoanalytic Child and Adolescent Psychotherapy

Incorporating the following exit award:

· Masters in Professional Studies in Psychoanalytic Child and Adolescent Psychotherapy


	15/374 

	Reported
	As part of the arrangements for transferring the Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust provision to the University of Essex, a schedule for conducting the validation of courses was agreed in spring 2015.  In order to ensure that there was no suspension in the delivery during the transition period, the courses were divided into subject related groups for validation.  The first four subject groups were considered at validation events during 2014/15 and the remaining four subject groups underwent an interim validation process in 2014/15, to be followed by revalidation events in 2015/16.  


	15/375 

	
	The interim validation review team involved the Dean and Associate Dean of Academic Partnerships plus representatives from the Academic Standards and Partnerships Office.  A summary report was produced for each course and confirmed the outcome of the interim validation process and highlighted particular matters that would need to be considered by the course team in preparation for the revalidation events to be held during 2015/16.


	15/376 

	Resolved
	The following courses should be validated for a period of one year from 2015/16, with a revalidation event to be held during 2015/16 for validation of the courses from 2016/17:

· Professional Doctorate in Consultation and the Organisation

· Professional Doctorate in Social Care and Emotional Wellbeing

· Professional Doctorate in Social Work and Emotional Wellbeing

· Professional Doctorate in Systemic Psychotherapy

· MA in Consulting and Leading in Organisations:  Psychodynamic and Systemic Approaches

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· PGDip in Consulting and Leading in Organisations: Psychodynamic and Systemic Approaches

· PGCert in Consulting and Leading in Organisations: Psychodynamic and Systemic Approaches

· MA in Psychoanalytic Studies

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· PGDip in Psychoanalytic Studies

· PGCert in Psychoanalytic Studies

· MA in Social Care and Emotional Wellbeing

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· PGDip in Social Care and Emotional Wellbeing

· PGCert in Social Care and Emotional Wellbeing
· MA in Social Work and Emotional Wellbeing

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· PGDip in Social Work and Emotional Wellbeing

· PGCert in Social Work and Emotional Wellbeing

· MA in Systemic Psychotherapy

· PGDip in Psychoanalytic Studies

Incorporating the following exit award:

· PGCert in Psychoanalytic Studies

· PG Dip in Systemic Approaches to working with Individuals, families and organisations

Incorporating the following exit award:

· PGCert in Systemic Approaches to working with Individuals, families and organisations


	15/377 

	Course discontinuation and suspension
	

	
	
	

	Resolved
	The following courses should be discontinued from 2014-15:

Colchester Institute

· MA Art Design and the Book

· MA Contemporary art and Professional Practice


	15/378 

	Resolved
	The following courses should be discontinued from 2015-16:

The Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust
· Graduate Certificate in the Introduction to Counselling and Psychotherapy e-version [eD12]

Writtle College

· BA (Hons) Interior Architecture and Design

· FdA Interior Architecture and Design

· Un-named Certificate in Higher Education *

· Un-named Certificate in Continuing Education *

* Note these courses had no enrolled any students.  The College would still be able to award an un-named Certificate in Higher Education as an exit award.

Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex Online)

· FdA Criminal Justice

· FdA Criminal Justice (Youth Justice)

· FdA Criminal Justice (Police)

· FdA Criminal Justice (Probation)

· FdA Criminal Justice (Custodial Services)

· FdA Marketing & Sales Management

· FdA Leadership & Management

· FdA Business & Management


	15/379 


	Extension of validated provision
	

	
	
	

	Resolved
	The Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust

An extension of one year to the current validation period for the following course was given to the end of 2016/17:

· MA in the Foundations of Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy
	15/380 

	
	
	

	PERIODIC REVIEW SCHEDULE
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A paper including the rolling schedule of Periodic Reviews taking place from 2014-2019, setting out approved changes and planned Reviews for 2015/16.


	15/381 

	Reported
	The Academic Standards and Partnerships Office were liaising with departments to review the schedule to ensure provision was grouped in the most effective way.  The following Reviews had been postponed and would now take place in 2016/17:
· Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities

· School of Philosophy and Art History – Gallery Studies (PG) (due to the withdrawal of the course due for review).

· Department of Literature, Film and Theatre Studies.


	15/382 

	Noted
	Professor Norval, PVC (Education), underlined the importance of the Periodic Review process, particularly as a means of assuring the ongoing quality and standards of courses where changes were being introduced as a result of activity such as Curriculum Review.  The Committee recognised that any future changes to the process would need to account for the outcome of the Quality Assessment Review.
	15/383 

	
	
	

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	
	

	Noted
	The date of the next meeting was Wednesday 27 January 2016.
	15/384 


Liz Laws
Senior Academic Standards and Partnerships Manager
October 2015

