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	GENERAL BUSINESS
	

	
	

	INTRODUCTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
	

	
	

	Noted
	The Chair welcomed new members to the Committee and to the first meeting of the 2014/15 academic year.
	14/249 

	
	

	STARRING OF AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	
	

	The following item was starred for discussion in addition to the circulated agenda:  6, 15.

	14/250 

	BUSINESS TAKEN WITHOUT DISCUSSION
	

	
	
	

	Approved
	Without discussion, those items not already starred on the agenda or indicated at the meeting.
	14/251 

	
	
	

	membership and terms of reference (AQSC/14/33)
	

	
	

	Approved
	2014/15 Membership and Terms of Reference.  The Committee noted that responsibilities for embedding equality and diversity in carrying out its role had been strengthened in the Terms of Reference.  Responsibilities for research provision and University-wide skills provision now also fell under the Committee’s remit.
	14/252 

	
	
	

	Minutes of meeting held on 4 JUNE 2014 (AQSC/14/34)
	

	
	

	Approved
	Minutes of the meeting held on 4 June 2014.
	

	
	
	

	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	Minute AQSC/14/192
That the introductory sessions for academics were underway to offer guidance on the resources available to support curriculum design and review.

	14/253 

	
	Minute AQSC/14/205

Following the SUMS review on the strategic challenges for work-based learning and AQSC recommendations made at the last meeting, a series of Task and Finish Groups were being created to focus on areas of activity which would shape the future of work-based learning (WBL) at the University.  Progress reports would be made to Education Committee.


	14/254 

	
	Minute AQSC/14/246

A briefing event for departments due to undergo periodic review in 2014/15 had been organised by the Academic Standards and Partnerships Office and was held in 24 September 2014.  An event aimed at Chairs and Secretaries was also being arranged.
	14/255 

	
	
	

	REPORT ON CHAIRS ACTION (AQSC/14/35)
	

	
	

	Received
	A report of action taken by the Chair and Committee since its last meeting to approve the following items on behalf of the Committee.
	14/256 

	
	
	

	Approval of new courses
	

	
	
	

	Department of Mathematical Sciences
	

	Reported
	That the following new course had been approved by the Chair on behalf of the Committee with effect from October 2014.  The course would be identical to the existing three-year course with the addition of the year abroad.
Department of Mathematical Sciences

· BSc Mathematics with Physics (Including Year Abroad)


	14/257 

	
	That the following new course had been approved by the Chair on behalf of the Committee with effect from October 2014.  The course would be identical to the existing three-year course with the addition of the placement year.
Department of Mathematical Sciences

· BSc Mathematics with Computing (Including Placement Year)


	14/258 

	School of Health and Human Sciences
	

	Reported
	That the following new title had been approved by the Chair on behalf of the Committee with effect from October 2014:

School of Health and Human Sciences

· Professional Doctorate in Speech and Language Therapy

	14/259 

	Department of Government
	

	Reported
	The Faculty Education Committee (Social Sciences) had made a recommendation to support a request to introduce the following opportunities in the Department of Government with effect from October 2014:

· All undergraduate courses to offer the opportunity to undertake a placement year.
· All undergraduate courses to offer the opportunity to undertake a six-month placement.  These courses would only be available for students to transfer onto, and it would not be available for direct admission.
· To introduce a 30-credit ‘Placement-Linked Project’ module as an alternative to the undergraduate Politics Project in the final stage.  Students would draw on their placement experience to inform their research project.


	14/260 

	
	Following consultation with members of AQSC, AQSC had confirmed their support for the initiatives being suggested in the Department, but agreed that more information was required before the six-month placements and the placement-linked project module could be approved.  The Department was therefore required to respond to the queries raised by AQSC before final approval could be given.  The Department’s response would be circulated to members of AQSC for consideration.

	14/261 


	Reported
	Members of AQSC had resolved that the following placement year courses should be approved with effect from October 2014, subject to the response to the conditions and recommendations set by AQSC being considered initially by the Deputy Dean (Education) (Social Sciences), before being submitted to the Chair and Deputy Chair of AQSC who would make a decision on behalf of AQSC.

Department of Government
· All undergraduate courses to be available with a placement year – the title of the courses to be ‘Degree title (Including Placement Year)’

	14/262 

	Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex Online)
	

	Reported
	To allow the course to apply for designation for the purposes of student funding within the application windows fixed by HEFCE and BIS, Chair’s Action had been sought on behalf of AQSC to approve a suite of University of Essex Online Law courses to be delivered by Kaplan Open Learning.

	14/263 

	
	The Chair of AQSC had taken action on behalf of the Committee to validate the following University of Essex courses for delivery by Kaplan Open Learning for a period of five years with effect from September 2014, with a review during the academic year 2018/19.  The response to the conditions and recommendations has been received and approved by the Chair of the Panel (Dean of Academic Partnerships).

· LLB Law

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· DipHE Law; CertHE Law; CertCE Law

· DipHE Law

Incorporating the following exit awards:

· CertHE Law; CertCE Law

· CertCE Law
	14/264 

	
	
	

	SECTION A – EDUCATION STRATEGY AND POLICY
	

	
	
	

	QUALITY ASSURANCE AGENCY HIGHER EDUCATION REVIEW (AQSC/14/36)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report from the Deputy Academic Registrar (Academic Standards and Partnerships) on preparations for the QAA Higher Education Review at the University in December 2014.

	14/265 

	Reported
	That the Self-Evaluation Document and supporting evidence had been submitted to the QAA on 10 September 2014.  Additional evidence had been requested in line with the standard process, and would be submitted during the week beginning 20 October 2014.  Staff briefings were underway and regular meetings were held with the Students’ Union to support students’ involvement in the Review.

	14/266 

	
	The QAA would confirm the duration of the visit, main lines of enquiry and the students and staff the QAA would like to meet by close of 7 November 2014.  Following this, the final schedule of meetings would be agreed.
	14/267 

	
	
	

	QAA CONSULTATION ON SUBJECT BENCHMARKS (AQSC/14/37)
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	That the QAA had invited comments on the draft revised versions of subject benchmark statements for nine subjects.  Details on the consultation had been circulated to relevant departments and partner institutions.  Members of AQSC were invited to submit individual responses to the Academic Standards and Partnerships Office for onward submission to the QAA.
	14/268 

	
	
	


	SECTION B – ACADEMIC BUSINESS
	

	FACULTY OF HUMANITIES (AQSC/14/38)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report of action taken since the Faculty Education Committee (Humanities) report to AQSC on 4 June 2014.
	14/269 

	
	
	

	Periodic Review
	

	
	
	

	School of Philosophy and Art History
	

	Received
	The report of a periodic review event that had taken place on 20 March 2014 to consider the School of Philosophy and Art History undergraduate and postgraduate provision.

	14/270 

	Noted
	The Panel had recommended that the School should review the current credit systems used for the Masters degrees offered in the two disciplines, with a view to moving to one credit system.  The Panel had also recommended that the School reviewed the impact of the weighting of the dissertation on students’ eligibility for exit awards.  The Committee noted that the Dean of Postgraduate Research and Education would be initiating a review of the postgraduate credit framework when he assumed his post in January 2015, and that this would reflect on both these areas.

	14/271 

	
	During the Review, students had queried whether it would be possible to receive additional written feedback after their supervisory board, to supplement the written feedback they received on their submitted work and their progress in the ‘Record of Progress for Research Students’.  The Chair of the Periodic Review agreed to consult with colleagues and would share practice in other departments.  Members of AQSC commented that in some departments, the students wrote the reports and members of the supervisory board commented on their draft.  This helped to demonstrate students’ understanding, and ensured they had a permanent record.

	14/272 

	
	One of the students that the Panel met during the Review had studied at Colchester Institute previously and had suggested that links between the School and Colchester Institute would be beneficial as they had observed that there was some alignment between courses at the University and Colchester Institute.  The Panel had recommended that the School should make enquiries with regards to the possibility of establishing closer links with Colchester Institute.  Members of AQSC noted that a jointly delivered course had previously been validated following discussions between the School and Colchester Institute.  The course had since been discontinued following low levels of recruitment as attending classes at two campuses had not proved to be popular with students.  Any future discussions should therefore be facilitated through the Academic Standards and Partnerships Office to ensure that proposals took account of this previous experience.


	14/273 

	
	AQSC noted that increasingly there was a more universal approach to ‘Listen Again’ across the University, and that the slide capture facility had been an improvement.  This should be taken into account when the School responded to the Panel’s recommendation to review the use of ‘Listen Again’ across the School.


	14/274 

	
	The student members of AQSC expressed their support for the recommendation for the School to streamline assessment and to share information on the variety of methods used across the two disciplines.


	14/275 


	Resolved
	That the following programmes in the School of Philosophy and Art History should continue until the next cycle of periodic review.
i. Undergraduate Courses:
· BA Art History

· BA Art History (IYA)BA

· BA Art History and History

· BA Art History and History (IYA)

· BA Art History and Modern Language

· BA Art History with Modern Language

· BA Film Studies and Art History

· BA Film Studies and Art History (IYA)

· BA Literature and Art History

· BA Literature and Art History (IYA)

· BA Philosophy and Art History

· BA Philosophy and Art History (IYA)

· BA Philosophy

· BA Philosophy  (IYA)

· BA Philosophy and History

· BA Philosophy and History (IYA)

· BA Philosophy and Law

· BA Philosophy and Law (IYA)

· BA Philosophy and Literature

· BA Philosophy and Literature (IYA)

· BA Philosophy and Politics

· BA Philosophy and Politics (IYA)

· BA Philosophy and Sociology

· BA Philosophy and Sociology (IYA)

· BA Philosophy and Religion and Ethics

· BA Philosophy and Religion and Ethics (IYA)

· BA Philosophy and Human Rights

· BA Philosophy and Human Rights (IYA)

ii. Postgraduate Courses: 
· Graduate Diploma Art History and Theory

· MA Art History and Theory

· MA Continental Philosophy

· MA Ethics, Politics and Public Policy

· MA Philosophy and Psychoanalysis

· MA Philosophy

· MA (by dissertation) Art History

· MA (by dissertation) Philosophy

· MPhil Art History and Theory

· MPhil Philosophy

· PhD Art History and Theory

· PhD Philosophy

· Four Year Integrated PhD (Doctoral Programme) Philosophy
	14/276 

	
	
	

	Approval of new courses (Category 1)
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	The Executive Dean had approved the introduction of the following course as a Category 1 Part 2 Approval with effect from October 2014.  The course had been approved for students to transfer to from the existing four-year version only, and it would not be possible for students to apply for the course directly.

Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies within the School of Philosophy and Art History
· BA Latin American Studies (3 year internal transfer only)
	14/277 

	
	
	


	Approval of new courses for publicity purposes
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	The Executive Dean had approved the following courses for publicity purposes (Part 1) to be offered from October 2015.  Part 2 approval would be treated as a category 1 course (approval by the Executive Dean).

Department of History

· BA Global History (3 year)

· BA Global History (Including Year Abroad)
	14/278 

	
	
	

	Course discontinuation and suspension
	

	
	
	

	Resolved
	That the following courses should be discontinued with effect from October 2014: 

School of Law

· LLM UK Human Rights and Public Law

· Dip UK Human Rights and Public Law

School of Philosophy and Art History

· MA Curating Latin American Art

International Academy

· BA Sociology and Liberal Arts (4 years including foundation year)

The Committee noted that the 3 year version of this course had already been discontinued.

Departmental of Literature, Film and Theatre Studies

· MA Myth, Literature and the Unconscious

· BA Literature and Myth

CISH (within the School of Philosophy, Film and Theatre Studies)

· BA Visual Humanities
	14/279 

	
	
	

	Change of course title
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	The Deputy Dean (Education) and Executive Dean had approved the following course title change for a course which had been granted approval for publicity purposes (Part 1) with effect from October 2014.  Part 2 approval was to be held as a category 3 course (approval by a validation panel).

Department of Literature, Film, and Theatre Studies

· From:  BA Journalism

· To:  BA Multimedia Journalism
	14/280 

	
	
	

	FACULTY OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH (AQSC/14/39)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report of action taken since the Faculty Education Committee (Science and Health) report to AQSC on 4 June 2014.
	14/281 

	
	
	

	Periodic Review
	

	
	
	

	Department of Psychology
	

	Received
	The report of a periodic review event that had taken place on 14 March 2014 to consider the Department of Psychology undergraduate provision.

	14/282 

	Noted
	The Committee highlighted the commendation for the introduction of the intensive skills training module ‘Preparing for University Psychology’ and for the ‘Psychology Careers and Employability’ module, both of which provided students with a productive, reassuring introduction.

	14/283 

	
	The Deputy Dean (Education) had asked the department to clarify their approach to assessment which used multiple-choice questions, and to review the practice of re-using multiple-choice questions.

	14/284 

	
	The Panel had recommended that the Department should enhance their processes for notifying students of actions taken in response to student feedback.  The report noted that actions taken in response to this recommendation should take account of the outcome of the review of Student Assessment of Modules and Teaching (SAMT) across the University.  AQSC noted that the revised policy for SAMT (which had been approved since the Periodic Review) required departments to communicate a ‘you said, we did’ of the previous SAMT results to all current students on the module before students completed their own SAMT.


	14/285 

	
	The Committee discussed comments in the report around the experience for students who took options delivered outside their department.  It was noted that while this offered students the opportunity to study a topic they wouldn’t normally be able to, care was needed to ensure that students were not adversely affected by issues such as variations in credit frameworks or whether students were allowed to take level five modules during their final stage of an undergraduate course.


	14/286 

	Resolved
	AQSC felt that a review may be needed of the University’s approach to the balance between level five and six modules in the final stage of undergraduate courses, and to modules being offered at both levels.  It was agreed that the Deputy Academic Registrar (Academic Standards and Partnerships) would discuss this with the PVC (Education).

	14/287 

	Resolved
	That the following programmes in the Department of Psychology should continue until the next cycle of periodic review:

· BA Psychology (C802)

· BA Psychology (Including Year Abroad) (C801)

· BA Psychology (C800)

· BA Psychology (Including Year Abroad) (C803)
	14/288 

	
	
	

	Approval of new courses (Category 1)
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	That the Executive Dean had approved the introduction of the following course in line with the approval process for introducing a Category 1 course, with effect from October 2014.  Approval for publicity purposes (Part 1) had previously been granted by the Executive Dean.
Department of Mathematical Sciences

· PG Dip Statistics

	14/289 

	
	That the Executive Dean had approved the introduction of the following course in line with the approval process for introducing a Category 1 course, with effect from October 2014:

School of Computer Science and Electronic Engineering

· MEng Telecommunication Engineering (MENG H642)

	14/290 

	
	That under delegated authority in the absence of the Executive Dean, the Deputy Dean (Education) had approved the introduction of the following course in line with the approval process for introducing a Category 1 course, with effect from October 2014:

School of Computer Science and Electronic Engineering

· MSc Data Science (MSC G30412)
	14/291 

	
	
	


	Course discontinuation and suspension
	

	
	
	

	Resolved
	That the following courses should be discontinued with immediate effect.  Temporary suspension of these courses for the academic year 2014-15 had been approved by the Deputy Dean (Education).
School of Biological Sciences

· MECO Applied Ecology (MECO C180)

· BSc Ecology (C181)

· BSc Ecology (Including Year Abroad) (CC80)
	14/292 

	
	
	

	Approval of new courses for publicity purposes
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	Under powers delegated to the Deputy Dean (Education) for Science and Health during the absence of the Executive Dean, approval was given to the following course for publicity purposes (Part 1) to be offered from October 2015.  Part 2 approval would be treated as a category 1 course (approval by the Executive Dean).
Department of Psychology

· MSc Advanced Psychology (MSC C80712)
	14/293 

	
	
	

	FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE (AQSC/14/40)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report of action taken since the Faculty Education Committee (Social Sciences) report to AQSC on 4 June 2014.
	14/294 

	
	
	

	Approval of new courses
	

	
	
	

	Centre for Psychoanalytic Studies
	

	Received
	Documentation relating to the Faculty Education Committee recommendation to approve a BA Therapeutic Care.


	14/295 

	Noted
	The Executive Dean had previously granted approval for publicity purposes (Part 1).  The programme specification and module map needed to be amended to ensure that all learning outcomes were covered by learning and assessment methods (outcomes C6, C7 and D2).  It was recommended that the title of the ‘Capstone Project by Dissertation’ was changed to remove references to ‘capstone’.


	14/296 

	Resolved
	That the following course in the Centre for Psychoanalytic Studies be introduced with effect from October 2015, subject to the points referred to above being addressed to the satisfaction of the Deputy Dean (Education).
· BA Therapeutic Care
	14/297 

	
	
	

	Approval of new courses (Category 1)
	

	
	

	Reported
	That the Executive Dean had approved the consolidation of the following courses, and the introduction of pathways on each course, for introduction in October 2014.  Students would join the Foundation degrees and would be able to progress onto the relevant BA to complete the final stage of the Honours degree.

Centre for Psychoanalytic Studies

Current course titles:

· FdA Therapeutic Communication and Therapeutic Organisation(1)
· BA Therapeutic Communication and Therapeutic Organisation

New course titles:

· FdA Therapeutic Communication and Therapeutic Organisation (Child and Adolescent)

· FdA Therapeutic Communication and Therapeutic Organisation (Adult)

· BA Therapeutic Communication and Therapeutic Organisation (Child and Adolescent) 

· BA Therapeutic Communication and Therapeutic Organisation (Adult)

(1)
The FdA Therapeutic Communication and Therapeutic Organisation had since been discontinued (and reported in the relevant section of these minutes)


	14/298 

	Reported
	That the Executive Dean had given Part One and Part Two approval for the introduction of the following category 1 courses, for introduction in October 2014.  The ‘Including Placement Year’ courses will not be advertised for direct entry.

Essex Business School

· BA Financial Economics and Accounting

· BA Financial Economics and Accounting (Including Year Abroad)

· BAA Business Administration (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Accounting (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Accounting and Finance (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Accounting and Management (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Accounting and Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Banking and Finance (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Business Management (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Finance (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Financial Management (Including Placement Year)

· BSc International Business and Entrepreneurship (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Marketing (Including Placement Year)
	14/299 

	
	
	

	Approval of new courses for publicity purposes
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	The Executive Dean had approved the following courses for publicity purposes (Part 1) to be offered from October 2014.
Essex Business School
· BA Financial Economics and Accounting

· BA Financial Economics and Accounting (Including Year Abroad)

· MSc Finance and Data Analytics

Department of Government

· BA Economics and Politics (Including Placement Year)

· BA Elections, Public Opinion and Parties (Including Placement Year)

· BA Elections, Public Opinion and Parties (Including Six-Month Placement)(1)
· BA International Relations (Including Placement Year)

· BA International Relations (Including Six-Month Placement)(1)
· BA Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BA Political Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BA Political Economics (Including Six-Month Placement)(1)
· BA Political Theory and Public Policy (Including Placement Year)

· BA Political Theory and Public Policy (Including Six-Month Placement)(1)
· BA Politics (Including Placement Year) 

· BA Politics (Including Six-Month Placement)(1)
(1) Please note, the Six-Month Placements will not be advertised externally on UCAS or Coursefinder.
	14/300 

	
	
	


	Periodic Review
	

	
	

	Department of Government
	

	Received
	The report of a periodic review event that had taken place on 1 May 2014 to consider the Department of Government postgraduate provision.

	14/301 

	Noted
	That the condition set by the Panel relating to the use of Graduate Teaching Assistants had immediately been implemented by the Department.


	14/302 

	
	The policy relating to Graduate Teaching Assistants (GTAs) was to be reviewed to ensure it was clear that GTAs could not act as module supervisors or be solely responsible for the delivery of a module.  The Code of Practice also needed to be updated to reflect the requirements relating to Cadenza.  These recommendations would be referred Registry and the Learning and Development team to take forward with the Dean of Postgraduate Research and Education.


	14/303 

	
	The Panel had recommended that the Department reviewed its use of traditional three-hour exams, and considered further use of take-home exams.  Members of AQSC recommended that take-home exams should be classed as coursework and therefore could be submitted to Turnitin.


	14/304 

	Resolved
	That the following postgraduate courses in the Department of Government should continue until the next cycle of periodic review.
· MPhil
Master of Philosophy

· PhD
Doctor of Philosophy

· PhP
PhP (Doctoral Programme)

· PG Dip
Graduate Diploma in Politics

· MA
Politics

· MA/MSc
Political Science

· MRes
Politics (to be renamed MRes Political Science)

· MA/MSc
Multilevel Governance in Europe

· MA
Ideology and Discourse Analysis

· MA/MSc
Political Behaviour(1)
· MA
Political Theory

· MA/MSc
Political Economy

· MA/MSc
Public Opinion and Polling(1)
· MA/MSc
Global and Comparative Politics

· MA/MSc
International Relations

· MRes
International Relations

· MA
International Relations and the Media (discontinued)

· MA/MSc
Conflict Resolution

(1)
These courses were being reviewed and consolidated, resulting subsequently in the following changes (also reported in the relevant section of these minutes):
· The MA/MSc Political Behaviour were subsequently discontinued

· The MA/MSc Public Opinion and Polling were subsequently renamed MA/MSc Public Opinion and Political Behaviour
	14/305 

	
	
	

	Essex Business School
	

	Received
	The report of a periodic review event that had taken place on 4 March 2014 to consider the Essex Business School postgraduate provision.

	14/306 

	Noted
	AQSC noted that the recommendation to the University to agree a favoured postgraduate credit framework was to be pursued by the Dean of Postgraduate Research and Education.  Members of AQSC noted that section three of the Annual Review of Course reports required departments to comment on their alignment with marking and assessment policies.  The Deputy Dean (Education) was discussing the response to the three conditions with the School.


	14/307 


	Resolved
	That the following postgraduate courses in Essex Business School should continue until the next cycle of periodic review.
· MSc
Accounting and Financial Management

· MSc 
Accounting and Finance

· MSc 
Accounting and Management

· MSc 
Accounting

· MSc 
International Accounting

· MSc 
Banking and Finance

· MSc
Finance and Investment

· MSc
Finance and Management

· MSc 
Finance

· MSc
Financial Engineering and Risk Management

· MSc 
International Finance

· MSc 
International Management

· MSc
Management

· MSc 
Marketing and Brand Management

· MSc
Entrepreneurship and Innovation

· MSc
International Business and Entrepreneurship

· MSc
Social Entrepreneurship

· MSc
Organisation Studies and International Human Resource Management

· MSc
International Marketing and Entrepreneurship

· MSc
Global Project Management

· MRes
Accounting, Finance and Management

· MBA
Masters in Business Administration

· MPhil
Entrepreneurship

· MPhil
Business Management

· PhD 
Accounting

· PhD
Accounting and Finance

· PhD
Business Management

· PhD
Entrepreneurship

· PhD
Finance

· PhD
Management

· Integrated PhD
Accounting

· Integrated PhD
Finance

· Integrated PhD
Management
	14/308 

	
	
	

	Department of Economics
	

	Received
	The revised report, as requested by AQSC at its meeting in June 2014, of a periodic review event that had taken place on 11 February 2014 to consider the Department of Economics undergraduate provision.

	14/309 

	Noted
	Prior to the Review, the Department had initiated a review of their assessment strategy in relation to the ‘max’ rule, which was used to calculate the module mark by either the combination of coursework and exam, or the exam alone.  The PVC (Education) was discussing this with the Department to ensure assessment strategies reflected the Education Strategy.


	14/310 

	Resolved
	That the following undergraduate courses in the Department of Economics should continue until the next cycle of periodic review.
· BA Economics

· BSc Economics

· BA Economics (Including Year Abroad)

· BSc Economics (Including Year Abroad)

· BA Management Economics

· BSc Management Economics

· BA Management Economics (Including Year Abroad)

· BA Management Economics (Including Year Abroad)

· BA International Economics

· BSc International Economics

· BA International Economics (Including Year Abroad)

· BSc International Economics (Including Year Abroad)

· BA Financial Economics

· BSc Financial Economics

· BA Financial Economics (Including Year Abroad)

· BSc Financial Economics (Including Year Abroad)

· BA Economics with French

· BA Economics with French (Including Year Abroad)

· BA Economics with German

· BA Economics with German (Including Year Abroad)

· BA Economics with Italian

· BA Economics with Italian (Including Year Abroad)

· BA Economics with Spanish

· BA Economics with Spanish (Including Year Abroad)

· BA Economics with Portuguese

· BA Economics with Portuguese (Including Year Abroad)

· BSc Economics with Mathematics

· BA History and Economics (Joint Honours)

· BA Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BA International Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BSc International Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BA Management Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Management Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BA Financial Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BSc Financial Economics (Including Placement Year)

· BA Economics (4 Year Including Foundation Year)

· BSc Economics (4 Year Including Foundation Year)

· BA Management Economics (4 Years Including Foundation Year)

· BSc Management Economics (4 Years Including Foundation Year)

· BA International Economics (4 Years Including Foundation Year)

· BSc International Economics (4 Years Including Foundation Year)

· BA Financial Economics (4 Years Including Foundation Year)

· BSc Financial Economics (4 Years Including Foundation Year)
	14/311 

	
	
	

	Course discontinuation and suspension
	

	
	
	

	Resolved
	That the following courses should be discontinued with effect from October 2014.  Temporary suspension of these courses for the academic year 2014-15 had been approved by the Executive Dean.
Department of Government
· MA Political Behaviour (12 and 24 months)

· MSc Political Behaviour (12 and 24 months)

	14/312 

	Resolved
	That the following courses should be discontinued with effect from October 2014.  The recommendation followed a review of courses in the Faculty which had not admitted students for a number of years.  The Executive Dean had approved the temporary suspension of the courses, pending the approval of their permanent discontinuation with effect from October 2014 by Academic Quality and Standards Committee.
Essex Business School

· BA Accounting

· BA Accounting with Economics

· BA Accounting and Management

· BA Accounting and Finance

· BSc Business Management

· BSc New Venture Creation and Enterprise Management

· BSc Finance

· BSc Financial Management

· FdA Project Management

· Masters by Dissertation Management Studies

· Masters in Public Enterprise and Management

· MSc Entrepreneurship and Regional Development

· MSc International Small Business Management

· MSc Venture Finance and Innovation Management

· MSc Innovation and Technology Management

· MSc Management, Innovation and Technology

· MSc Creative Industry Management

· MSc Contemporary European Management

Department of Government

· MA European Politics

· MA European Integration

· Master by Dissertation European Integration

· MSc European Politics

· MSc European Integration

· PhD by Programme Latin American  Government and Politics

· PhD by Programme Comparative Democratisation

Department of Language and Linguistics

· BA Language Acquisition and Language Disorders

· BA Sociolinguistics

· BA Language and Communication

· BA Language and Communication (International Exchange)

· BA English Language and Sociolinguistics

· BA Modern Languages with Portuguese Studies

· BA Modern Languages with German Studies

· BA Modern Languages with Italian Studies

· MA Computational Linguistics

· MA Experimental Linguistics

· MA Language Acquisition

· MA Applied Linguistics Research

· MA Second Language Acquisition

· Masters by Dissertation Descriptive and Applied Linguistics

· Masters by Programme Linguistics

· Masters by Programme Descriptive and Applied Linguistics

· Masters by Programme Applied Linguistics

· Masters by Programme Sociolinguistics

· Masters by Programme Psycholinguistics and Neurolinguistics

· Masters by Programme English Language Teaching

· PhD Language and Linguistics

· PhD by Programme Descriptive and Applied Linguistics

· PhD by Programme Language Acquisition

· PhD by Programme Syntax

· PhD by Programme Applied Linguistics

· PhD by Programme Sociolinguistics

· PhD by Programme Psycholinguistics and Neurolinguistics

Centre for Psychoanalytic Studies

· Cert HE Therapeutic Communication and Therapeutic Organisations

· FdA Therapeutic Communication and Therapeutic Organisations

· MA Psychoanalytic Studies in Psychotherapeutic Practice

· MA Psychoanalysis  of Organisations

Department of Sociology

· DLIT Sociology

· MA Criminology and Sociology

· MA Criminological Research

· MA Gender, Culture and Society

· MA Sociology of Globalization
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	Reported
	That the Deputy Dean (Education) had approved the temporary suspension of the following course in the Essex Business School for the academic year 2014-15:

· MSc Social Entrepreneurship
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	Change of course title
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	That the Deputy Dean (Education) had approved the following change of course titles, with effect from October 2014:

· From: BA International Relations and Modern Languages (Including Year Abroad)

· To: BA International Relations and Modern Languages

· From: MA Public Opinion and Polling

· To: MA Public Opinion and Political Behaviour

· From: MSc Public Opinion and Polling

· To: MSc Public Opinion and Political Behaviour
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	PARTNERSHIPS EDUCATION COMMITTEE (AQSC/14/41)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report on action taken since the Partnerships Education Committee meeting held on 30 April 2014.
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	Approval of new courses
	

	
	
	

	South Essex College

BSc (Hons) Engineering (progression route)
	

	Received
	The report from the event to consider the validation of the BSc Engineering (progression route) course held on 10 June 2014 at South Essex College.
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	Resolved
	That the following course should be validated for part-time delivery by South Essex College for a period of five years with effect from September 2014, with a review during the academic year 2018/19.  Validation was subject to the response to the conditions and recommendations being approved by agreed deadlines and approved by the Chair of Partnerships Education Committee.

· BSc Engineering (progression route)
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	Kaplan Open Learning (University of Essex Online)
DipHE Business and Management

DipHE Criminology and Criminal Justice
	

	Received
	The report from the validation held in August 2014 of the Diplomas of Higher Education as listed above.
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	Resolved
	That the following University of Essex Online courses be validated for delivery by Kaplan Open Learning with immediate effect for the periods set out below:
· DipHE Business and Management

Validated for 3 years to be reviewed in 2016/17 with the Business and Management programme
· DipHE Criminology and Criminal Justice

Validated for 4 years to be reviewed in 2017/18 with the Criminal Justice programme
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	Validation of new sites of delivery
	

	
	
	

	South Essex College

BSc Engineering (progression route), BSc Network Technology (progression route), FdSc Network Technology
	

	Received
	The report from the event to consider the validation of a new site of delivery for the BSc Engineering (progression route), FdSc Network Technology and BSc Network Technology courses held on 20 August 2014 at South Essex College, Thurrock campus.
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	Resolved
	That the following courses be approved for delivery at the South Essex College, Thurrock campus:

· BSc Engineering (progression route)

· BSc Network Technology (progression route)

· FdSc Network Technology
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	Course discontinuation and suspension
	

	
	
	

	Resolved
	That the following courses be discontinued from 2014/15: 

South Essex College

· FdA Leadership and Management

· FdSc Construction Management

· FdSc Network Technology
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	Reported
	That the following courses be suspended for 2014/15: 

South Essex College 

· BA Creative Writing for Media

· BA Journalism

· BA Music Production
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	New and amended course titles
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	The Associate Dean of Academic Partnerships had approved the following changes in course title with effect from September 2014:

Writtle College

From:

· MSc Sustainable Land Management and Global Change

· PGDip Sustainable Land Management and Global Change

· PGCert Sustainable Land Management and Global Change

To:

· MSc Sustainable Land Management under Global Change

· PGDip Sustainable Land Management under Global Change

· PGCert Sustainable Land Management under Global Change
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	THEMES AND ISSUES ARISING FROM UNDERGRADUATE EXTERNAL EXAMINER REPORTS
	

	
	
	

	Reported
	The Academic Standards and Partnerships Office had carried out an initial overview of the External Examiner reports.  The Deputy Academic Registrar (Academic Standards and Partnerships) reported that no strong institution-wide issues had been identified to date.
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	The reports indicated that there would be some benefit in considering a central response to External Examiners on process (for example relating to Boards of Examiners, their role, and the information provided to Boards) and on institution-wide policies and regulations (such as the Rules of Assessment).
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	A number of External Examiners had complimented the University on the careful and sensitive consideration of extenuating circumstances.  However, there were a small number of comments querying the approach, which could have arisen from a difference in comparison with other institutions.  The annual training organised by the Registry included guidance on how to handle extenuating circumstances both in advance of and during Board of Examiner meetings.  The External Examiner comments would be referred to the Registry to identify whether any enhancements could be made to their guidance.
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	AQSC was pleased to note that External Examiners were positive where departments offered placements and employability modules.


	14/329 

	
	The Deputy Deans (Education) and Associate Dean for Academic Partnerships would be providing written reports to the Faculty Education Committees and Partnerships Education Committee at their meetings in November.  An overview of reports across the institution, which would also draw on the work done by the Academic Standards and Partnerships Office, would be submitted to AQSC in January 2015 and reported on to Education Committee.
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	GENERIC PLACEMENT DOCUMENTATION FOR ALL FUTURE PLACEMENT SCHEMES (AQSC/14/42)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A paper including a set of generic placement documentation which had been developed to support departments that included placement and work-based learning on their courses.
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	Noted
	The resources had been developed by academic and professional services staff, drawing on the experience of departments who offered placements, such as the School of Health and Human Sciences and Biological Sciences, and on the resources which had been developed for the Postgraduate Support Scheme.  The materials were designed to provide departments with generic documents and guides which they could use to update their current handbooks, or to use when they introduced placements, adapting as necessary to reflect any PSRB or course-specific requirements.


	14/332 

	
	Members of AQSC complimented the work that had contributed to producing a valuable set of resources.  It was also noted that departments wishing to introduce a course with a placement year would submit their proposals through the standard course approval processes, during which the staffing resources which would be needed to support placements would be assessed.
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	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	
	

	None
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	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	
	

	Noted
	The date of the next meeting was Wednesday 28 January 2015.
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Liz Laws
Senior Academic Standards and Partnerships Manager
October 2014
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