	UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX

	ACADEMIC QUALITY AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE

	29 JANUARY 2014

	APPROVED MINUTES

	Chair
	Dr Peter Luther, Deputy Dean (Education) (Humanities)


	Present
	Mr Paul Abernethy, Dr Richard Harrison, Professor Roderick Main, Dr Dominic Micklewright,  Ms Claire Nixon, Professor Aletta Norval, Ms Roxana Padurariu, Mr James Potter, Professor Jane Wright


	Apologies
	Ms Rebecca Houlihan, Mr George Johnson, Dr David Penman,  Dr Chris Saker


	Secretary
	Ms Claire Nixon, Deputy Academic Registrar (Academic Standards and Partnerships)


	In attendance
	Ms Liz Dobson-Mckittrick, Ms Liz Laws


	GENERAL BUSINESS
	

	
	

	INTRODUCTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
	

	
	

	Noted
	The Chair reported that Dr Richard Harrison, Head of Strategic Projects and Change, had been appointed as a co-opted member of the Committee, as a member of staff with experience of the Quality Assurance Agency, in accordance with the Committee’s approved membership structure. In addition Mr Paul Abernethy, Impact and Engagement Manager, Students’ Union, had been appointed as a co-opted member, in order to provide continuity and support for the Students’ Union Vice-President (Education). Dr Harrison and Mr Abernethy were welcomed to the meeting.
	AQSC/14/1

	
	

	STARRING OF AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	
	

	The following items were starred for discussion in addition to the circulated agenda: item 4 (Minutes of previous meeting).
	AQSC/14/2

	
	
	

	BUSINESS TAKEN WITHOUT DISCUSSION
	

	
	
	

	Approved
	Without discussion, those items not already starred on the agenda or indicated at the meeting.
	AQSC/14/3

	
	
	

	Minutes of meeting held on 11 December 2013 (AQSC/14/1)
	

	
	

	Approved
	Minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2013
	AQSC/14/4

	
	

	Noted
	As a matter arising from minute AQSC/13/58, the Deputy Academic Registrar reported that the following items were proposed for the audit of responses to section 3 of the undergraduate Annual Review of Courses:
· The department disseminates and actions issues arising through SSS, NSS, PTES

· A commentary is provided on the web for current and prospective students

· Actions identified in SSLC minutes are followed up and outcomes reported to subsequent meetings

· The external examiner reports are routinely reported to the appropriate SSLC
	AQSC/14/5

	
	
	

	Approved
	AQSC approved this proposal
	AQSC/14/6

	
	
	

	SECTION A – EDUCATION STRATEGY AND POLICY
	

	
	
	

	QUALITY ASSURANCE AGENCY HIGHER EDUCATION REVIEW (AQSC/14/2)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report on the timeline and preparation for the QAA Higher Education Review.
	AQSC/14/7

	
	
	

	Noted
	The date of the review visit had been confirmed as week beginning 1 December 2014; with deadline for submission of the institutional Self-Evaluation Document and the Student Submission during the week beginning 8 September 2014.
	AQSC/14/8

	
	
	

	Noted
	The thematic element of the review was discussed and it was agreed that the preferred theme would be Student Employability. As the current Lead Student Representative, the SU VP Education confirmed that the Students’ Union would support this proposal.
	AQSC/14/9

	
	
	

	UK QUALITY CODE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION (AQSC/14/3)
	

	
	

	Received
	A report on the review of chapters B4 (Enabling student development and achievement) and B5 (Student engagement) of the UK Quality Code for Higher Education.
	AQSC/14/10

	
	
	

	Noted
	The mapping of University policy and activity against the indicators was currently a work in progress and required further elaboration. During discussion the following points were made:

· Explicit reference should be made to the Education Strategy (currently out for consultation across the University) 
· References to PGR provision should be appropriately covered in relation to each chapter of the code (in addition to detailed references regarding chapter B11)
· Reference should be made to the ‘mainstreaming’ of equality and diversity matters

· In reviewing further actions it would be helpful to clarify whether this was action to be undertaken in order to align with the indicators or as a way of enhancing the current practice

· Further examples and evidence should be inserted
	AQSC/14/11

	
	
	

	Noted
	Members of AQSC were invited to submit further comments and  examples relating to any sections of the Quality Code to the Academic Standards and Partnerships Office
	AQSC/14/12

	
	
	

	Task and Finish Group on Student Assessment of Modules and Teaching 
	

	
	

	Received
	A brief report from the PVC Education and Deputy Dean Education, Social Sciences, on a proposal to establish a Task and Finish Group to review policy and practice in relation to Student Assessment of Modules and Teaching (SAMT), as set out in the Education Action Plan for 2013-14.  
	AQSC/14/13

	
	
	

	Noted
	A formal proposal to establish the Task and Finish Group would be presented to Education Committee on 12 February.
	AQSC/14/14

	
	
	

	SECTION B – ACADEMIC BUSINESS
	

	
	
	

	REPORTS FROM FACULTIES
	

	
	
	

	Noted
	No meetings of Faculty Education Committees had taken place since the last meeting of AQSC. In relation to the Faculty of Humanities and the Faculty of Social Sciences there was no formal business to report.
	AQSC/14/15

	
	
	

	FACULTY OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH
	

	
	

	Course discontinuation
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report from the Chair of AQSC on a proposal to discontinue the Masters in Public Health programmes within the School of Health and Human Sciences.
	AQSC/14/16

	
	
	

	Noted 
	The School had undertaken a detailed review of the provision and the proposal for discontinuation had been approved by the Faculty of Science and Health Executive Dean and the Deputy Dean Education.  
	AQSC/14/17

	
	

	Resolved
	That the following courses be discontinued from academic year 2014-15:
· Masters Public Health (Full time)

· Masters Public Health (Modular, part-time)
	AQSC/14/18

	
	
	

	Noted
	No new students would be admitted to the courses from 2014-15. The final date that the award could be conferred, based on the maximum period of study permitted by University regulations, would be 2018-19 (modular study route).
	AQSC/14/19

	
	
	

	PARTNER INSTITUTIONS 
	

	
	
	

	Kaplan Singapore – validation report (AQSC/14/4)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report of the institutional and course validation panel for the partnership with Kaplan Singapore held on 20 November 2013.
	AQSC/14/20

	
	
	

	Noted
	The Dean of Academic Partnerships had taken Chair’s Action to approve the report on behalf of Partnerships Education Committee, and to make recommendations to Education Committee and AQSC. Education Committee would be asked to recommend to Senate that Kaplan Singapore be approved as a partner institution. AQSC was asked to approve the courses for delivery by Kaplan Singapore.
	AQSC/14/21

	
	
	

	Noted
	In addition to the University approval processes, Kaplan Singapore would be seeking approval from the Singapore Council for Private Education.
	AQSC/14/22

	
	
	

	Noted
	It was noted that many of the conditions would need to be addressed jointly by the University and Kaplan Singapore and the Dean of Academic Partnerships confirmed that this was underway. The deadline for response was June 2014 and an update would be presented to a subsequent meeting of Partnerships Education Committee and AQSC.
	AQSC/14/23

	
	
	

	Resolved
	Subject to Education Committee and Senate approval of Kaplan Singapore as partner of the University, that the following courses be validated for delivery by Kaplan Singapore for a period of five years commencing October 2014, subject to the conditions outlined in the report being met by agreed deadlines:
· BSc Accounting

· BSc Accounting and Finance

· BSc Banking and Finance

· BSc Financial Management

· BSc Management and Marketing
	AQSC/14/24

	
	
	

	Edge Hotel School Ltd – validation of new delivery partner (AQSC/14/5)
	

	
	
	

	Received
	A report of the institutional and course validation panel for the partnership with Edge Hotel School Ltd held on 18 December 2013.
	AQSC/14/25

	
	
	

	Noted
	The Dean of Academic Partnerships had taken Chair’s Action to approve the report on behalf of Partnerships Education Committee, and to make recommendations to Education Committee and AQSC. Education Committee would be asked to recommend to Senate that Edge Hotel School Ltd be approved as a partner institution. AQSC was asked to approve the courses for delivery by Edge Hotel School Ltd.
	AQSC/14/26

	
	
	

	Noted
	Edge Hotel School Ltd had been established as a new delivery body, following the decision by Kaplan Open Learning to withdraw from the partnership. The courses, assessment methods, teaching and learning structures were to remain unchanged under the new partnership.
	AQSC/14/27

	
	
	

	Noted
	A Project Board had been established to manage the transition process. 
	AQSC/14/28

	
	
	

	Resolved
	Subject to Education Committee and Senate approval of EHSLtd as a partner of the University, that the following courses be validated for delivery by Edge Hotel School Ltd for a period of five years commencing during 2014 (the exact transition date to be agreed with the University and set out in the partnership collaboration agreement), subject to the conditions outlined in the report being met by agreed deadlines.
· FdA Hotel Management

· BA (Hons) Hotel Management

· FdA Culinary Management (recruitment currently suspended)
· BA (Hons) Culinary Management (recruitment currently suspended)
	AQSC/14/29

	
	
	

	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	
	

	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	
	

	Noted
	Wednesday 5 March 2014 14.00 – 16.00
	AQSC/14/30

	
	
	


Claire Nixon
Deputy Academic Registrar (Academic Standards and Partnerships)
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