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* The Essex MBA is accredited by the Association of MBAs 
(AMBA) making Essex Business School among the top  
2% of business schools in the world.
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Usha Kumari, Full-time MBA
(pictured on front cover)

“Ethics play a very important role in any organisation. The Essex MBA 
teaches me from the perspective of both sustainable and ethical 
business - this is something I can apply to future roles in management. 
The AMBA accreditation gives me the confidence I’ll graduate with the 
level of management expertise required for the challenges ahead.”
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The plants in our winter 
garden help to make our 
business school building 
completely carbon neutral.

IMPATIENT
TO DISCOVER OUR MBA? 

Welcome 
Impatient to start your MBA? 6–7
Why the Essex MBA 8–9
Impatient to experience business? 10–13
Innovating for business 14–15

Who is an Essex MBA? 
Impatient to lead? 18–19 
Impatient to launch your idea? 20 
Impatient to advance your career? 21
Impatient to make a return? 22–23 

Welcome home 
Our manifesto 27 
The University of Essex 28–29
Our campus 30–31
Make Essex your home 32–35 
Colchester and beyond 36–37 
Our great location 38–39 

Our community 
Meet our global MBA community 42–45

Course information 
MBA essentials 48–49
The Essex MBA toolkit 50–51 
The options 52–53 
The capstone 54–55 

The details 
Your MBA, your way 58–59 
Impatient to get started? 60–61 
Essex MBA not for you? Here are some alternatives 62–63 

4 5



Professor Nicolas Forsans is an 
international business and corporate strategy specialist. 
Nicolas investigates the role of business in society and the 
impact of emerging business models built around digital 
technologies, such as Uber and Air BnB.

Welcome to The Essex MBA, thank you for your interest in our 
programme. By studying for The Essex MBA you will join a special 
group of talented and ambitious individuals, all motivated by the 
desire to advance their careers and elevate themselves. 

The Essex MBA student is an energised, 
passionate and positive professional 
who believes business has a key role to 
play in benefiting society. They believe 
enterprise, profit and sustainability all go 
hand-in-hand. And just like you, they aim 
to achieve lasting, positive change – for 
themselves and those around them. 

But to create positive change, you 
need to see the bigger picture. The 
Essex MBA will provide you with the 
knowledge, the skills and the tools you 
need to think critically and innovatively, 
and ultimately to make an impact on the 
world around you. 

You may be an entrepreneur wishing 
to make an impact. Or you may be a 
working professional keen to challenge 
yourself and explore the opportunities 
that await. Whoever you are, The Essex 
MBA will provide you with the space to 
think strategically and create the world 
you want to live in. 

Accredited by the Association of MBAs 
(AMBA), The Essex MBA is a world-
class programme built around three 
pillars: innovation, entrepreneurship and 
intrapreneurship, and sustainability. 

Offered on a full-time and part-time, 
basis to suit your needs, The Essex MBA 
will broaden your horizons and help you 
become who you want to be.

I look forward to hearing from you, 

Professor Nicolas Forsans  
MBA Director 

IMPATIENT 
TO START YOUR MBA?
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WHY THE ESSEX MBA 

AMBA accredited MBA
Our flagship Masters programme, 
The Essex MBA is accredited by the 
Association of MBAs (AMBA) making 
Essex Business School among the top 
2% of business schools in the world.

An entrepreneurial spirit
Our students are talented, ambitious 
and full of energy. They possess an 
entrepreneurial spirit that we do our 
best to foster. We equip them with 
the tools to build and lead sustainable 
and resilient businesses but, more 
importantly, we aim to inspire them to 
create the world they want to live in.

A compass to find your way
We recognise that potential MBA 
students come from all walks of life 
and from all professional backgrounds. 
Whatever your experience and whatever 
your goals, The Essex MBA will give you 
the tools you need to elevate yourself 
and advance your career.

Your MBA, your way
We offer full-time and part-time 
programmes to fit around your lifestyle 
and professional commitments.

Achieve lasting positive change
The Essex MBA is interested in 
businesses that do well, as well as do 
good. We want to inspire our students 
to deliver profit for themselves and 
their organisations but, in our view, this 
shouldn’t be at the expense of our planet 
and the people who enjoy it. Our MBAs 
aspire to achieve lasting positive change 
for themselves and those around them.

Bring the world of business into 
your studies
The Essex MBA is designed to  
immerse you in the real world of 
business, sharing your own experiences, 
hearing from business practitioners and 
discussing topical business problems 
with your classmates.

Alumni benefits
When you graduate from The Essex 
MBA, you’ll join a network of over 
100,000 alumni in 130 countries  
offering you an unparalleled network  
of prospective business contacts.
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The Essex MBA is designed to immerse you in the real world of 
business, learning from other professionals and sharing your  
own experiences. 

Director’s workshops
The Director’s Workshops are  
typically led by industry practitioners 
and entrepreneurs keen to share  
their expertise and bring practice  
to the classroom. This gives you the 
opportunity to relate current business 
issues to content taught in your 
modules and to develop your  
academic and professional skills. 

In recent years we have held 
workshops around the themes 
of sustainability in business (in 
partnership with Adnams), what it 
means to lead in a pandemic (with 
Rolls Royce) and managing change 
in business (with Inoapps). This 
module has recently been extended to 
support your personal and professional 
development through three day-long 
workshops focused on career planning 
at key stages of the programme. 

These workshops help you take stock 
and reflect on your life and career so 
far, and design an action plan that 
will take you wherever you want to go 
after completion of the MBA. Guest 
speakers visit us from across the 
region, London and further afield.  
They share their expertise and will be 
glad to answer your questions. 

Essex Startups 
Essex Startups is the entrepreneurial 
arm of the University, aimed at 
supporting all students wishing 
to explore a business opportunity. 
As an MBA student you can take 
part in regular workshops targeted 
at entrepreneurs, for example on 
‘designing your value proposition’, 
‘accessing funding’, and longer 
bootcamps and weekenders. You 
will have the opportunity to secure 
University endorsement for a startup 
visa, enabling you to live in the UK 
while creating your startup in the UK,  
in partnership with Essex Startups.

IMPATIENT
TO EXPERIENCE BUSINESS? 
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Academics advising 
businesses 
You’re taught by academics who 
are also working with businesses 
to understand and overcome 
workplace challenges. MBA 
Director Professor Nicolas Forsans 
was recently awarded grant 
funding to develop a continuing 
professional development (CPD) 
tracker using artificial intelligence 
and embedded machine learning 
to track and enhance staff 
performance in a local organisation.

MBA Futures Programme 
The MBA Futures programme is our 
tailored careers training for MBA 
students, to help you understand 
the MBA job market and gain an 
insight into the recruitment and 
selection practices of employers. 
The programme culminates in a 
panel mock interview conducted 
by professionals from a range 
of sectors, these have recently 
included representatives from 
Linklaters LLP, Essex Chamber of 
Commerce and Reed Global.

An expert cohort 
Your fellow MBAs will join you  
from across the world (we count 
over 45 nationalities amongst 
our alumni) and you’ll all bring 
fascinating insights with you from 
a broad range of careers and 
professional backgrounds. We’ll 
provide the platform for you to 
share your own experiences and 
learn from other professionals. 

A campus for business 
The Knowledge Gateway is our 
research and technology park, 
which includes Essex Business 
School, Parkside Office Village 
and the Innovation Centre. The 
Innovation Centre is home to a 
number of digital startups and 
complements the eco-system 
of entrepreneurial talent and 
innovation capabilities located  
in the Knowledge Gateway, not 
to mention the opportunities  
for our MBAs from joint  
workshops, entrepreneurship 
support and networking.
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Our academics push the boundaries of knowledge to help 
organisations and society innovate and thrive. Their research 
investigates problems facing business, the public sector, not-
for-profits and the wider world. Through Knowledge Transfer 
Partnerships (KTPs) expertise from Essex Business School is injected 
into businesses, helping them increase productivity and growth. 

We are the leading university in the 
UK for KTPs – an initiative which 
brings businesses together with 
University research expertise to 
accelerate innovation and enhance 
the development of new products 
and services, to help them gain a 
competitive advantage. As an  
Essex MBA, you will be a member  
of this dynamic and inspiring  
research community. 

Recent collaborations 

Essex’s first Management KTP  
with Laser 24 
Top UK laser cutting company Laser 24 is 
joining forces with Essex Business School 
in the University’s first Management KTP.

Our experts will support Laser 24 to 
develop better management practices 
with a comprehensive strategy to 
streamline processes, increase efficiency 
and upskill staff to unlock the company’s  
full potential. 

Lead academic Dr Juneho Um is aiming 
to help increase turnover by up to 20% 
and equipment efficiency by 90%. 
Only eighteen Management KTPs have 
been awarded in the UK and this is 
the first funded in the East of England 
and London – recognising the growth 
potential of the company and reputation 
for applied research within Essex 
Business School.
Read more about our KTP with 
Laser 24 at essex.ac.uk 

INNOVATING  
FOR BUSINESS

Management KTP to propel growth 
at The Finishing Line 
Fulfilment and distribution specialists, 
The Finishing Line secured Innovate UK 
funding for a Management KTP with 
Essex to review processes within the 
company to maximise efficiency. 

The project focuses on three main areas: 
innovation – which includes automating 
warehouse operations and positioning 
themselves at the forefront of emerging 
online shopping channels; people – 
upskilling staff, identifying the skills 
needed to innovate and the strategy 
to reinforce a great working culture; 
and places – looking at up-scaling and 
unifying operations in a larger space. 

Professor of Operations and Supply 
Chain Management, Niraj Kumar
and his colleague Dr Shabneez 
Bhankaraully are leading on the project’s 
implementation, drawing on the latest 
management thinking to enable The 
Finishing Line to enhance its innovative 
capabilities, transform employees’ skills, 
increase productivity and drive sales. 
Graduate students (at MBA and PhD 
level) have also had the opportunity to 
collaborate on the project on a  
short-term basis.
Read more about our KTP with  
The Finishing Line at essex.ac.uk

Advancing knowledge of open 
innovation strategies with  
Filament Ai
Filament Ai, a London-based start-
up specialising in Applied Artificial 
Intelligence, are seeking to understand 
the nature of value creation and value 
capture processes in response to 
adopting open-source strategies, and 
how to monetise software tooling. 

This KTP is a great example of the 
relevance of Essex Business School 
research and its application in business. 
Through this project our team of 
academics including Professor Nicolas 
Forsans are applying existing knowledge 
of business and adapting it to an industry 
where some traditional ideas need to  
be re-imagined in order to exploit  
growth opportunities.

Their work is identifying new areas of 
opportunity that will strengthen the 
existing ecosystem of products and 
exploring the potential for additional 
revenue streams from existing products 
as well as new areas of expansion.  
Lastly, they will explore a range of 
problem-solving challenges related to 
digital monetisation. 

We are the number 1 university 
in the UK for Knowledge 
Transfer Partnerships  
(KTPs), the flagship Innovate 
UK programme.

1514

https://www.essex.ac.uk/news/2020/07/09/essex-launches-first-management-knowledge-transfer-partnership-with-laser-24
https://www.essex.ac.uk/news/2020/07/09/essex-launches-first-management-knowledge-transfer-partnership-with-laser-24
https://www.essex.ac.uk/news/2020/08/27/the-finishing-line-and-essex-launch-new-ktp-partnership
https://www.essex.ac.uk/news/2020/08/27/the-finishing-line-and-essex-launch-new-ktp-partnership


17

WHO IS AN
ESSEX
MBA?

COULD YOU  
BE NEXT?

An MBA is a prestigious 
qualification that’s a hallmark  
for a strong CV – and it can lead 
to new levels of earning potential. 
As a result, more and more 
company directors in-waiting  
are studying for an MBA. 

At Essex, our MBAs acquire 
the skills to become company 
directors but that’s not where they 
all started out. Many of our MBAs 
are accidental managers, career 
changers, return-to-workers and 
entrepreneurs who use an MBA as 
a launch pad for the most exciting 
phase of their careers so far.
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You’ll know very well if you are an accidental manager. Have you 
been charged with taking on a managerial role, despite having  
little prior experience and with virtually no preparation?

You may feel like the continuous training 
courses and management programmes 
run by your employer just aren’t enough 
for you to take on future challenges  
with confidence.

An MBA can transform accidental 
managers into empowered leaders,  
certifying your skills and topping up 
your training to allow you to open a new 
chapter in your management career.

“I chose to do an MBA because  
after working for five years I got  
very comfortable with my job, my 
work and the same old routine and 
that’s when I realised I need to get 
out of this 9 to 5 to grow. I wanted a 
holistic view of running a business.  
I feel like an MBA is a growth journey, 
it is not just meant for people who 
want to go into management. It’s 
meant for everyone.”

Parina Jain,
Full-time 
MBA

David Moss, Part-time MBA
“I work as Corporate Relationship Director at Barclays. This is a huge shift  
from a previous career in small scale farm management and business ventures 
turning a profit in farming sheep and also in horticulture. Now established 
in finance and a corporate business environment I have observed others 
reaching a ceiling professionally so I wanted to ensure, through doing an 
MBA, I can advance my career in finance and explore personal business 
opportunities. 
I hope to further develop my skill-sets and gain thorough exposure to  
business strategy. I am gaining valuable knowledge and a clear understanding 
of business issues to support both my current and future roles in finance.  
Doing my MBA alongside my employment enables time to stop and  
critically think.”

If you plan to study alongside work, see 
our blog ‘Fitting The Essex MBA into your 
work-life balance’ for some useful insights. 
Search MBA at essex.ac.uk/blog

IMPATIENT
TO LEAD? 
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Career changers are everywhere and their numbers keep growing. 
Today’s workforce can expect to change career as much as five 
times during their working lives. 

The benefit of doing an MBA if you are 
a career changer, regardless of what 
you were doing before and what you 

intend to do next, is that an MBA is a 
qualification that is aimed specifically at 
those who want to advance their career. 

Entrepreneurs come from all walks of life. Many entrepreneurs 
stumble upon a business idea and may have little training or 
qualifications in business or management.

You might not have a Bachelor’s degree 
but you do have mountains of experience 
and drive; you have been able to 

monetise a skill or talent into a service  
or product that you can take to market.
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IMPATIENT
TO LAUNCH YOUR IDEA?

IMPATIENT
TO ADVANCE YOUR CAREER?

Daniel Conde, Full-time MBA
I’m an entrepreneur, I’ve been running my business 
since 2016. My general background is in marketing, 
so doing the MBA gave me a broader perspective 
about what can be done, and now I’m taking this 
knowledge into my business venture. I am one of the 
Co-founders of APD in Columbia. Since my MBA 
our vision about what can be done, and how we can 
achieve new goals has expanded a lot. 
The best module, in my personal experience, 
was Sustainable Operations Management, led 
by Professor Marco Nowinski. Marco is a great 
teacher, and his real-life experience combined with 
his academic knowledge is just fantastic. I enjoyed 
the module a lot and I was inspired in how to refine 
the operations in my company, something I have 
previously shied away from.  
I was awarded an Essex MBA Dean’s Award 
scholarship after taking part in a Shark Tank event 
and I also received a sponsorship from Essex 
Startups and the University to grow my company 
here from the UK.”

Fercia Weyer, Full-time MBA
“An MBA does not make you an expert in 
a particular field. It broadens your horizons 
and provides you with tools to increase your 
knowledge and the ability to learn that which 
you do not know. By completing my MBA with 
Essex, I was able to find employment at Spin 
(e-scooter) within two months of completing my 
degree. This was as a direct result of networking 
between employers and the University. My MBA 
enabled me too to explore a new industry and the 
knowledge and experience gained can only serve 
me well in the future.” 
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If you’ve had a long period out of work, you may feel a little out of 
the loop. Whether you’ve had time off to bring up children, taken a 
career break, had to endure a long period of sickness or even taken 
early retirement and changed your mind – a gap in your employment 
history and skills gaps can be addressed. 

Returning to work after a career break 
provides a great opportunity to review 
your professional goals and undertake a 
gap-analysis of the skills and attributes 
that will help you to achieve them.

Return to workers are valuable assets to 
an MBA programme as you often provide 

a completely different perspective on 
work. Your career hasn’t been the centre 
of your world for a period of time, so you 
offer insight that is often more holistic and 
more considerate of work-life balance.

An MBA can help you to navigate the 
next stage in your career.

Joseph Price, 
Part-time MBA

“Juggling a work-life balance with regular 
assignments, three children and a partner 
whilst running a business has had its 
challenges. Some modules require more 
time spent on them than others but, all 
in all, the same time is required for all 
assignments. I have had to make sure 
that I have allotted studying time before 
and after upcoming modules to ensure 
that I am fully prepared and stick to a set 
structure, however with all the additional 
knowledge and information that each 
module provides I have found that I am 
improving as a business owner and 
becoming more efficient with my studies.”

Charlotte Turnbull, Part-time MBA
“I am a qualified solicitor and work full-time whilst studying part-time. I also 
do voluntary work and have a young family. It’s a balancing act! I am super 
organised and set time aside to ensure that I can get everything done. 
Having a legal background is useful but I am learning so much about business 
from the tutors and my fellow student cohort. I am really enjoying returning to 
study as a mature student. Being older with professional and life experience 
means I get more from the content being delivered. 
In terms of the programme, I particularly I enjoyed Leading with Impact, as this 
is very relevant to my professional life as a solicitor specialising in employment 
law. My passion is to work with my clients on strategically planning the 
workforce and delivering training in addition to continuing to provide legal 
advice on employment law. 
I am learning so much and meeting amazing people at EBS, I love attending 
the School because of the surroundings. The Campus generally has great 
facilities, and I am loving the entire experience. I love the Thursday Market; 
I also enjoy Top Bar occasionally! I am also a Student Rep for the MBA and 
have volunteered as a Wellbeing Ambassador.”

IMPATIENT
TO MAKE A RETURN?

2322



WELCOME  
HOME
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We are Essex. We’re on the side of people with guts  
– rebels with a cause. We’re about people who love to 
learn how, but want to challenge why. But why do we 
have to stop here? Why can’t we take it further, to the bit 
where it really gets interesting? 

We’re about the people who huddle outside a class long after 
it’s finished because there’s much more to be said, more 
arguments to be had. We’re about people who are bold enough 
to challenge inequality and the status quo. People who 
don’t expect the world to change simply because they liked  
a Facebook status or nodded when someone else spoke. At 
Essex you’re not just a student, you’re a member, someone 
with genuine licence to shape what goes on around you. To 
us it doesn’t matter where you’ve come from. We’re interested  
in how you want to grow and what you want to change.  
We’re after people who will help us push the frontiers of 
knowledge. Challenging convention is in our DNA. All of 
which leaves you with a decision: are you going to sit and watch 
the world go by? Or do you have the courage and energy to 
shape it? We’ll help you explore, question and create powerful 
ideas. We’ll introduce you to people from every corner of the 
planet, a genuinely global community that lives, works  
and plays together. If you give up at the first hurdle, Essex isn’t 
for you. If you want to be spoon-fed a degree, Essex isn’t for  
you. If you are brave enough to have ideas and generous enough 
to share them, 

WELCOME HOME.
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Over five decades we’ve created a truly 
global community for original thinkers 
who seek to change the world for the 
better. We’re committed to two things: 
excellence in teaching and excellence  
in research. And we think this works. 

Essex Business School 
We’re the largest department at the University of 
Essex but we’re still only just over 10 years old.  
We’re a growing School but our people are always 
more than just a number to us. 

Our courses aim to teach leadership with integrity. 
We hope our students will choose to follow our 
example and do business better. By training them to 
think critically about business, we know that they will 
be encouraged to act ethically. 

It’s all part of our mission to offer a transformative 
education and to deliver research excellence that 
has a positive impact on business and society.

THE 
UNIVERSITY  
OF ESSEX 

In THE World University Rankings by Subject 2022

FOR BUSINESS 
AND ECONOMICS
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The Knowledge Gateway 
is our research and technology 
park. It provides our students 
and graduates with an excellent 
opportunity to apply their skills 
and research working within this 
diverse and thriving community  
of businesses. 

Our Colchester Campus is located in Wivenhoe Park, a beautiful 
setting for your studies. 

The five squares at the heart of our 
campus are always bustling and 
full of life. They are home to shops, 
restaurants, bars, a bank and even a 
post office. The weekly street market 
is not to be missed! 

Our sports arena is competition 
standard, it hosts England’s National 
Superleague Netball games and 

incorporates our gym, climbing wall 
and courts for basketball, volleyball 
and badminton.

The Silberrad Student Centre 
overlooks the lake and it’s here you 
can find study space, the IT  
helpdesk and the Students’ Union 
Creative Studios.

OUR CAMPUS 
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MAKE ESSEX
YOUR HOME 
Make Essex your home 
Setting up home in a new location can 
be daunting but with a few of the tips 
below you’ll be in the best place to 
make the right decision about where 
you should live while studying for  
your MBA.

On campus 
We have a wide range of accommodation 
available all within walking distance of 
Essex Business School.

Our single accommodation is arranged 
into self-catering flats, complete with 
fully equipped shared kitchens. Included 
in the rent is Wi-Fi, heating, hot water, 

contents insurance, electricity and the 
cleaning of communal areas (such as 
kitchens). Rooms are normally let for the 
full academic year from late September 
to the end of June.

You can apply for University 
accommodation online and 
accommodation will be guaranteed 
– as long as you’ve had your place 
confirmed, your accommodation 
application is received by the published 
deadline, and you accept your offer  
of study.

Questions? 
E askthehub@essex.ac.uk

University Quays  
Size: 766 rooms 
Cost per week (2022–2023):  
£153.79–£180.74  
8 rooms per flat, en suite facilities

The Meadows 
Size: 288 rooms 
Cost per week (2022–2023):  
£160.86–£167.93 
5 to 7 students per flat, en suite facilities

3332
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Vatsal Chandra, Full–time MBA  
“Essex feels like a very welcoming and safe place for 
international students and has a vibrant and diverse 
student population. The on-campus accommodation 
offers the opportunity to meet other students and gives a 
sense of community which is essential for an international 
student. Life at Essex offers multiple opportunities 
for growth beyond the course. Data analytics for all, 
languages for all, iTeams tournament, sports and clubs are 
just a few that I have been a part of.”

SU Homes 
Our Students’ Union provides a house 
finding service called SU Homes. They 
provide support to students who choose 
to live off-campus, as many of our MBA 
students do. They carry out landlord 
checks to make sure your new home is 
safe and secure, they can help you find  
a guarantor and might even give you a 
lift to property viewings. 

They don’t charge administration fees and 
your deposit is held securely as part of a 
government-authorised deposit scheme. 
SU Homes can help you in your search 
for a room in a shared house, resident 
landlords, letting an entire house, and 
purpose-built student accommodation. 

essexstudent.com/suhomes

Residents’ Assistants 
Each area of the University’s 
accommodation is home to a Residents’ 
Assistant. It’s their job to get to know 

everyone living in the accommodation 
and to encourage residents to get 
to know one another. The Residents’ 
Assistants work out of hours when 
other University support services may 
be closed so they offer a friendly face 
whenever you might need it. 

Mature Students Society 
The Mature Students Society aims to 
bring together all mature students at 
Essex to create a support network and a 
social group to enhance the experience 
of mature students at the University. 

Some of the projects they are working  
on include: 

	n  Making the Students’ Union more 
relevant to mature students

	n  Arranging more support for mature 
students	

	n  Increasing opportunities for mature 
students 

essexstudent.com/maturenetwork
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Colchester’s First Site gallery and cultural 
centre hosts an inspiring range of local 
and internationally renowned exhibitions 
and has even provided a temporary home 
for the University’s collection of art from 
Latin America. 

Colchester 
Depending who you speak to, 
Colchester is either Britain’s oldest 
recorded town or Britain’s first city.  
It was the capital of Roman Britain  
and was the setting for one of the  
most famous battles of the time, 
between the Romans and Boudica, 
Queen of the Iceni. 

Nowadays, it is a thriving, modern town, 
with plenty to explore. From shopping to 
cinema, live music and theatre, there’s 
something for everyone. 

Colchester Castle is nestled in a 
gorgeous park right in the centre of 
Colchester. It is full of incredible local 
history and the surrounding park is a 
lovely place to while away an afternoon. 

Essex has 350 miles of coastline, one of 
the longest of any county in England and 
some of the most beautiful sections, at 
Wivenhoe and Mersea, are an easy walk 
or a short bus ride from the University. 

Beyond 
With direct trains into London from 
Colchester taking less than an hour, the 
capital is on your doorstep. Whether you 
want to take in the sights, shop ‘til you 
drop, hit the West End or visit the Royal 
Parks, there is so much to see and do 
and it’s all just a train ride away. 

Essex is recognised as a logistics 
gateway for UK industry, with four 
international deep sea ports, six rail 
freight terminals and the UK’s third 
largest cargo airport at  
London Stansted. 

The East of England is home to a number 
of pioneering businesses developing 
global reputations, including Suffolk-based 
brewery Adnams who host our MBA 
students for an insight day each year. 

The region is also gaining a global 
reputation for science and technology 
enterprise, most notably in Cambridge 
and the surrounding towns.

COLCHESTER  
AND BEYOND
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essex.ac.uk/travel

Colchester to: 

	n  Central London: 60 miles (97km);  
45 minutes to 1 hour by train,  
1 hour and 40 minutes by car. 

	n  Stansted Airport: 33 miles (53km);  
1 hour and 15 minutes by bus,  
50 minutes by car. 

	n  Southend Airport: 41 miles (66km);  
1 hour and 15 minutes by train,  
1 hour by car.

 

	n  Gatwick Airport: 83 miles (133km);  
1 hour and 50 minutes by train,  
1 hour and 40 minutes by car. 

	n  Heathrow Airport: 90 miles (150km);  
2 hours and 10 minutes by train,  
1 hour and 55 minutes by car. 

	n  Harwich International Port: 20 miles 
(33km); 25 minutes by train,  
35 minutes by car.

OUR GREAT 
LOCATION

Our campus
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Throughout The Essex MBA students learn as much from their  
peers as from our academic staff. They also learn from the peers  
who have gone before them, who make up our flourishing alumni 
network across the globe. 

MEET OUR GLOBAL 
MBA COMMUNITY

Colombia, 
Daniela 
Morales

“One of the more interesting aspects 
of my experience has been the 
cultural exchange. There are around 
20 nationalities in our MBA cohort 
and this provides an environment of 
constant enrichment, allowing me 
to develop my global mind-set and 
learn more about different cultures 
and perspectives. In every module we 
have to work in different teams, the 
experiences are so diverse that there is 
always something new to learn from it.”

Essex has a very diverse student 
population, with over 40% of our 
students coming from outside of the 
UK. Our MBA cohort in 2021–22 was 
made up of 22 different nationalities.

Africa, Janice Matwi 
“The Essex MBA equipped me with the technical knowledge to manage 
profitable enterprises. Since returning to Zambia, I headed the commercial 
arm of the country’s leading digital financial services company. I am now 
the Zambian Country Director of the Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants (ACCA). My MBA gave me the ability to positively impact not 
only the company’s bottom-line but also on the governance and ethical 
interests of the organisation. I am on the board of trustees for PEAS 
(Promoting Equality in African Schools) which is a UK based social enterprise 
that educates 16,000 disadvantaged children in 30 quality secondary schools 
in Uganda and Zambia.”
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Oman, Reem Al Madani 
“My MBA has given me the skills and confidence to 
change sectors while specialising in supply chain 
management. Through immersive projects such as the 
simulations, we have formed very close connections which 
will last beyond the course.”

USA, Derek Guimond
“My journey to the University of Essex started with 
playing volleyball on the performance squad there 
and studying my MBA. It finished with getting a job 
consulting in London whilst playing semi-professional 
volleyball for IBB Polonia London. Now, I work and play 
professional volleyball in Cyprus. 
The older I get and the more work experience I obtain 
it becomes more and more apparent that my decision 
to study my MBA at the University of Essex was one 
of the better decisions I have ever made. The Essex 
MBA inspired me to become an entrepreneur and I now 
proudly call the University of Essex a client of mine!”

Mexico, Mariana Zamudio Guajardo 
“One of my favourite aspects of The Essex MBA are the Director’s Workshops, 
I think it sets The Essex MBA apart from other MBA programmes. At Essex I 
love the diversity of the students and faculty. Also, the teaching where critical 
thinking is promoted. 
Before my MBA I was working in International Relations and CSR with a focus 
on social innovation. My objective was to promote initiatives that generate high 
social impact in the communities. 
My background helps me understand the relationship between how a 
company works, the impact it has on its surroundings and how companies 
could have other objectives besides profit, such as sustainability. This aligns 
perfectly with The Essex MBA – after graduating I want to continue to promote 
initiatives that have a beneficial impact on communities – but to elevate this 
expertise to a role with a global scope.”

WE ARE TOP 25 
for international outlook (Times Higher 
Education, World University Rankings 
2022) and have students and staff from 
more than 140 countries 
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MBA 
ESSENTIALS

Strategic marketing 
Through case studies and a real life 
marketing project you will learn how to 
develop an effective marketing strategy 
aligned with changing customer needs. 
You will explore trend analysis and 
gain a critical awareness of the facets 
of international marketing, both from 
strategic and functional viewpoints. 

People and organisations 
Organisations are nothing without 
people. You will analyse common 
workforce issues that will shape your 
own management practice, learn how to 
manage talent and understand strategic 
workforce planning. 

Data and analytics 
While taking part in hands-on workshops, 
you will learn how to generate actionable 
insights from data to enhance decision 
making. You will learn to appreciate the 
use of ‘big data’ and insight to implement 
and manage change. 

The Director’s Workshops 
Through hands-on learning activities 
facilitated by the MBA Director, industry 
practitioners, and field and company visits, 
you will experience new ways of working. 
You will acquire practical skills that 
enhance your personal and professional 
effectiveness and learn new approaches to 
decision making.

A suite of compulsory modules covering key business functions.  
Each module is worth 10 credits. 

Business strategy 
Through workshops and practical 
activities you will learn how to design, 
evaluate and implement organisational 
strategy, how internal and external factors 
shape strategy and how organisations 
can do well, as well as do good. 

Accounting and finance 
You will learn how to evaluate financial 
and non-financial information to direct 
organisational strategy, analyse a 
company’s financial accounts, challenge 
financial assumptions underpinning 

firm strategy and apply theory to 
decision-making. 

Markets, governance and ethics
You will understand how markets work, 
how risk can be managed and learn new 
approaches to decision-making. 

Sustainable operations 
You will acquire the skills and the tools 
to manage business operations in a 
sustainable way that helps deliver the 
triple bottom line of people, planet  
and profit. 
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THE ESSEX 
MBA TOOLKIT
A selection of advanced modules bespoke to The Essex MBA, 
which demonstrate how to create and manage innovative 
and sustainable ventures through entrepreneurship and 
intrapreneurship. Each module is worth 10 credits. 

Leading with impact 
You will acquire an understanding of 
organisational and team dynamics 
and analyse ethical and values-
based approaches to leadership. 
You will learn the skills you need to 
build engagement and develop high 
performance, agile and collaborative 
cultures in an organisational setting. 

Innovation and entrepreneurship 
for new business models 
You will gain an entrepreneurial mindset 
suitable for entrepreneurship 

and intrapreneurship, learn how to 
design high performance strategies 
focusing on growth and sustainable 
outcomes, and assess the impact of 
disruptive technologies. 

The Management of innovation 
and organisational change 
You will use analytical frameworks, 
diagnostic tools and learn 
communication skills to gain support 
from stakeholders, while leading and 
managing both change and projects in 
a wide range of organisational settings.

5150



THE  
OPTIONS
Choose one from this list of three optional modules that takes 
your understanding further 

Social innovation, 
entrepreneurship and impact 
You will develop a critical understanding 
of social entrepreneurship, social 
innovation and social impact. You will 
begin to appreciate how these areas 
connect with entrepreneurial and 
management skills to address exclusion, 
collaboration, poverty, inequality and 
environmental concerns and examine 
their impact on business and society. 

Consulting in organisations: 
depth psychological approaches 
You will learn the process of 
negotiating, contracting and 

concluding consultancy assignments, 
develop a critical understanding of 
the nature and design of consultancy 
assignments and develop an 
understanding of a range of depth 
psychology models of organisational 
change processes. 

Supply chain management 
Through workshops, case studies  
and group projects you will 
understand how supply chains and 
logistics work in practice and how 
to evaluate good practice, problems, 
and challenges to supply chain 
management in a global context.
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THE 
CAPSTONE
Apply everything you have learned in your modules and test your 
skills. This is worth 60 credits. 

Business planning (20 credits) 
This is where your MBA learning in 
strategy, marketing, accounting and 
entrepreneurship comes together. 
You will develop and implement your 
business idea, devise marketing plans 
and operating models for growing a 
real business as you take part in a real 
life simulation. Through the simulation 
you will acquire, run, grow and sell 
a real business in an immersive and 
collaborative learning environment, 
with coaching from our MBA Faculty 
and our resident entrepreneurs. 

MBA project (40 credits) 
You can opt to undertake a 
consultancy project, devise a business 
plan or produce an academic 
dissertation. If you wish to make an 
impact in an organisation, you will 
opt for a consultancy project and will 
be linked with a local organisation to 
work on real-world issues, specific 
to that business. Entrepreneurial 
students wishing to launch their own 
venture while studying the MBA can 
opt to develop an extensive business 
plan while developing, testing and 
validating their value proposition and 
assessing all aspects of the proposed 
business and operating models.

Sharina Islam, Essex MBA student. 
Completed consultancy project for  
Safe Ground 
“One of the main reasons why I came to Essex to study 
The Essex MBA is because of the consultancy project. I 
have a strong interest in social enterprise so when Safe 
Ground presented their work in the charity sector, I put 
myself forward to take on their project.”  
To read the full blog search MBA at essex.ac.uk/blog

“This was a phenomenal learning 
opportunity for me. The project 
helped me develop links and 
networks in the UK industry. It 
also provided me with a chance 
to learn more about the services 
industry, how service providers 
identify and strategically target 
their potential clients and how they 
maintain relationships with existing 
clients. To have the experience 
of working as a consultant and 
completing a successful project 
for an established business,  
whilst still studying, is a great 
addition to my skill set and 
professional experience.”

Danish 
Hameed, 
Completed 
consultancy 
project for 
Pager Power 
Urban and 
Renewables 
Digital Ltd 

5554

https://www.essex.ac.uk/blog/posts/2022/03/15/building-an-essex-mba-consultancy-project


THE  
DETAILS

56 57



We believe that your MBA should be delivered your way.  
We have developed a flexible MBA so you can choose to  
study in a way that suits you. 

The Essex MBA (full-time) 
The full-time MBA offers a one-year, 
intensive study pathway. You will be 
taught at our Colchester Campus in 
Essex Business School and will have 
the option to live on campus while you 
study. We have entry points in January 
and October each year. 

The Essex MBA (part-time) 
The part-time MBA offers a two or 
three-year pathway that is designed 
to allow you to continue working while 
you study. Our most flexible route is 
the modular pathway where you take 
one module at a time completing all 
modules within a maximum of five 
years. You can vary the pace to fit 
around your existing commitments.  
You will be taught alongside our full-
time students. We have entry points  
in January and October each year.

YOUR MBA,  
YOUR WAY
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Like any good business strategy, you’ll need an MBA plan.

Step 1 — Check the entry 
requirements 
The MBA is designed for existing business 
professionals. Therefore, you will need to 
have a minimum of three years of work 
experience, post-graduation. But it’s not 
all about the number of years served, 
your time in work should have provided 
you with the experiences, skills and ideas 
that will ensure you can make a valuable 
contribution in the classroom, which is 
something we’ll be assessing after you 
apply. We’ll look for evidence that you have 
experience managing people, projects 
or budgets, that you have progressed in 
your career so far or that you have been 
involved in additional entrepreneurial or 
community focused activities.

We’re also pleased to see applications 
from entrepreneurs who have been running 
their own business for at least three years 
and who have developed substantial skills 
and experience along the way.

As well as your work experience you’ll 
also need an undergraduate degree, 
in any subject, which is equivalent to a 
UK 2:2 or above. If you don’t have this, 
then you’ll need to meet an increased 
work experience requirement instead, 
which means you’ll need five years of 
experience at managerial level and  
you’ll need to submit an essay. 

If English is not your first language, we 
require IELTS 6.5 overall with at least 
6.0 in each component. Equivalent 
qualifications may also be accepted.

Step 2 — Think about your funding
The course fee for The Essex MBA 
full-time programme for October 2022 
and January 2023 is £23,000. Fees for 
the part-time course varies according 
to duration of study. Eligible candidates 
might receive an Essex MBA Dean’s 
Award Scholarship.

Step 3 — Make your application 
Applications for entry to the programme 
are now open and early application is 
recommended. 

You’ll need to submit: 

	n  Transcripts

	n  A personal statement

	n  An up-to-date CV 

	n  Two references

Step 4 — Meet the MBA Team in  
your interview 
If your application is successful at the first 
stage, we will invite you to book an online 
interview with a member of our MBA Team. 
Your interview will give you an opportunity 
to ask any questions you may have about 
the programme and to be assessed for our 
MBA Dean’s Award scholarship. 

Step 5 — Accept your offer 
If your interview is successful then you’ll 
receive an email from us and you’ll be able 
to accept your offer straightaway. You’ll do 
this by logging into your MyEssex portal.

Step 6 — Confirm your place 
If your offer is made without any additional 
conditions then you can fully confirm 
it straight away. If there are conditions 
you still need to meet (such as results of 
English language tests) then you should 
send these to us as soon as you receive 
them. Information about any deposit you 
are required to pay will be shown in your 
MyEssex portal. 

Step 7 — Get started 
Our MBA programme has start dates  
in October 2022 and January 2023.

For detailed guidance on 
preparing your CV and 
personal statement, as 
well as interview tips, see 
our blog post from MBA 
Recruitment Manager 
Neal Robertson. Search 
MBA at essex.ac.uk/blog

IMPATIENT
TO GET STARTED?

If you want to discuss 
any aspects of your 
application or find out 
more about studying at 
EBS, drop us an email:
mba@essex.ac.uk
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ESSEX MBA  
NOT FOR YOU?  
HERE ARE SOME 
ALTERNATIVES
We understand The Essex MBA doesn’t suit everybody, but that 
doesn’t mean Essex isn’t for you. Our determination to deliver 
a responsible and sustainable management education extends 
far beyond The Essex MBA. Perhaps these courses are more 
your style?

If you don’t have the work 
experience… Master of Business 
Management (MBM) 
If you want to develop your operational 
management skills and strategic 
knowledge, but don’t have the work 
experience necessary for The Essex  
MBA, this course is for you. 

This course is taught at our  
Southend Campus, just 40 minutes 
from London and in the heart of the 
Thames Gateway. 
 
You’ll explore the main functional areas 
within organisations, their structure and 
processes, and the changing external 
environment. Along the way you’ll also 
develop quantitative skills, helping you 
to make informed decisions and solve 
complex business challenges.  
essex.ac.uk/pg/business 

If you’d like two Masters degrees…
Progress from Essex to the USA 
The University of Essex has joined 
forces with the University of Baltimore, 
USA. By spending one year studying 
in Essex and another year in Baltimore, 
you’ll graduate with both an MSc 
Finance and an MBA. It’s the ultimate 
way to fast-track your studies from 
undergraduate level. 
Find out more ebs@essex.ac.uk 

For those looking for a change… 
MSc Management 
Our MSc Management programme 
requires no prior subject knowledge or 
work experience, so it’s perfect for those 
looking for a change. There are also 
options to specialise in either international 
management or marketing.  
essex.ac.uk/pg/business
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OUR MISSION 
IS TO OFFER A 
TRANSFORMATIVE 
EDUCATION 
AND RESEARCH 
EXCELLENCE THAT 
HAS A POSITIVE 
IMPACT ON BUSINESS 
AND SOCIETY.

Designed and printed by CDS using 
computer-to-plate technology, on 
the latest reduced alcohol presses, 
significantly reducing the environmental 

impact of the printing process. All production 
processes are ISO14001 certified and are 
independently audited by Quality Management 
Systems on a bi-annual basis. All waste 
streams are regularly benchmarked against the 
requirements of the waste hierarchy in order that 
undesired outputs are prevented, minimised, 
re-used, or ultimately recycled. Printed on FSC 
and carbon balanced paper. This prospectus is 
completely recyclable with your paper recycling.
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