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              Pre-registration Practice Education In Danger of Failure Process
The University of Essex uses a specific process for concerns around physiotherapy, occupational therapy (OT) and speech language therapy (SLT) students’ performance while on practice placements which must be adhered to. If a practice educator feels at any stage of a placement there are any concerns about a student’s performance they must immediately contact the placement coordinator; physiotherapy -07785286371, who will assist them with this process. Please do not contact any other university lecturer, use any other contact number or wait for the half-way visit.
The University of Essex process necessitates that a practice educator cannot fail a student unless the following danger of failure process has been followed, however following this process does not prevent a student from passing the placement. 

	University of Essex Danger of Failure Process


	1
	A practice educator feels that a student’s performance is not of a satisfactory standard


	2
	The practice educator immediately contacts the University of Essex placement coordinator: physiotherapy- 07785286371, and their concerns are discussed.


	3
	A danger of failure meeting time is agreed. This meeting will take place within 48 hours of the practice educator raising concerns and will involve a lecturer from the University of Essex, the practice educator and the student. 
 

	4
	Before the meeting the practice educator will create a list of up to five indicators of the student’s poor performance; these must be aligned with the relevant placement assessment criteria.


	5
	The University of Essex placement coordinator will contact the student before the meeting and discuss the issues and danger of failure process with them to enable the student to prepare a draft action plan to assist them in improving their performance to the required level.



	6
	At the danger of failure meeting a lecturer from the University of Essex will discuss the student’s poor level of achievement both with the student and with the practice educator, individually. The student, practice educator and the lecturer will then discuss as a group to agree objectives for an action plan to assist the student in improving their performance to the required level. They must then complete a danger of failure form and retain a copy each. The original must be given by the lecturer to Jade Donaldson for confidential storage in the student’s placement file. Practice educator copies must be treated as confidential documents and must be destroyed when the student finishes the placement. 
If any assistance/advice is needed ring 07785286371


	7
	A danger of failure review meeting must be arranged for one week after the initial danger of failure meeting.


	8
	At the review meeting, the lecturer will discuss the student’s level of achievement both with the student and with the practice educator, individually. The student, practice educator and the lecturer will then discuss, as a group, the student’s progress and agree to what extent the objectives on the action plan have been met. The danger of failure review form must be completed. A copy of this form is given to the student, the practice educator and the university lecturer. The original must be given by the lecturer to Carly Mitchell for confidential storage in the student’s placement file. Practice educator copies must be treated as confidential documents and must be destroyed when the student finishes the placement.
If the student is now achieving the required pass level the student can be signed off from the danger of failure process. 

If the student has made improvement in some areas but is still in a danger of failure the objectives to be met by next review must be agreed and a further review date set for the following week.

If it is evident that the student’s level of performance is still not at the acceptable level, to achieve a pass, a decision can be made that the student has now failed the placement. The placement assessment documentation must be completed to indicate failure of the placement. Dependant on the wishes of the student and the practice educator, the student can be removed from placement at this time or continue in a non-assessed capacity.

If any assistance/advice is needed ring 07785286371



	9
	If a further review meeting was agreed stage 8 is repeated.

If any assistance/advice is needed ring 07785286371



	In the event of failure of a practice placement, arrangements for the student to repeat the practice experience at a suitable time and in an appropriate location will be negotiated between the placement coordinator and the student. A failure of the repeat practice placement will normally result in termination of the student’s registration. Only two failed practice placements are permitted to be retaken as a second attempt. Students who fail more than two practice placements will normally be required to leave the programme.



Thank you for your support in the education of students from the University of Essex.
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