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The earlier, the better? A real life perspective
on early bilingual development and its
implications for later language learning

Abstract:

It is often claimed that all “normally developing” children
reach “full” proficiency in their first language. This claim
ignores the fact that children with two first languages
often develop high levels of proficiency in only one of
their languages, and not in the other. They may even show
signs of language attrition before they reach primary
school. Such findings challenge the notion that being
exposed to a language early in life automatically leads

to successful language learning. In my talk, | will explore
other reasons besides learner age that can explain early
successful language learning (or the lack of it). Based on
these, | will formulate implications for successful language
learning later in life.
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