[image: ]

Engagement and Impact Fund 2025-2026 - Application Form
This Fund is open to all research staff employed at the University of Essex. Please provide details of the Engagement and Impact project for which you are seeking funding. Please read our ‘Guidance notes for applicants’ for full details about this call. 
Your Research Impact Officer will advise on the application and provide you with support. You must consult with your Research Impact Officer before submitting your final application. Please allow five working days for your Research Impact Officer to review your application. 
This is an open call with two tranches of funding available. The first tranche will be awarded in the Autumn Term, and the second tranche will be awarded in the Spring Term: 
Tranche one (Autumn Term) - the first tranche of funding will open at 12 noon on Monday 8 September and close at 12 noon on Friday 5 December 2025, unless the allocated funding available for this tranche has been fully awarded before this date (in which case this tranche will close sooner). 
Tranche two (Spring Term) - the second tranche of funding will open at 12 noon on Monday 12 January 2026 and will close once all the allocated funding available for this tranche has been awarded. 
We will not accept any applications submitted between the closure of the first tranche of funding and the opening of the second tranche of funding. 
As there is a limited amount of competitive funding available per tranche, we would advise for applications to be submitted as early as possible within each term. Please note that only one Engagement and Impact Fund award can be funded per applicant, per academic year. 
Applications can be up to a maximum value of £2,000 (including VAT*). Funds will be allocated to successful proposals for Financial Year 2025-2026 and must be spent by 30 June 2026; no extensions will be granted.
If you have any queries or questions about this call, please email impact-programmes@essex.ac.uk. 
	Lead applicant name 
	

	Email 
	

	Department/School
	 

	Name(s) and department(s) of any co-applicant(s)
	

	Engagement and Impact Fund project title
	

	Project start date and end date 
(end date capped at 30/06/26)
	

	Please tick here to confirm that you have consulted with your Research Impact Officer ☐ 
Please note that applicants who have not consulted with their Research Impact Officer will have their application withdrawn.

	Provide a brief summary of your proposed Engagement and Impact Fund project. 150 words max.

	






	Proposed project activity. Describe the proposed activities and how they will engage with external partners, beneficiaries and/or end users. 250 words max.

	






	Please describe any plans for follow up activities from this work. 150 words max.  

	 






	What is the potential impact of this project? 150 words max.

	






	Is the activity being organised in collaboration with any external partner(s)?  ☐ Yes / ☐ No 
If yes, please provide details of the partner(s) and any contribution they will make to this project. 150 words max.

	





	Funding requested to a maximum of £2,000 including VAT*. 
Please see guidance notes for more information about ‘reverse charge VAT’.

	Expenditure item
	Cost (£)
	Justification – please itemise

	Travel
	
	· 

	External (consultants, services etc.)
	
	· 

	Accommodation
	
	· 

	Subsistence
	
	· 

	Fees and Expenses
	
	· 

	Consumables
	
	· 

	Other
	
	      -

	Total project cost (including VAT) 
	
	

	I agree to undertake the work described, to submit a report to the Impact Programmes team on completion of the project and record all activities and impact on the RIS-Impact Module. 

	I agree if my project is offered funding, I cannot receive a cost code or start work until I have obtained ethical clearance to do so. Further information on the ethics review process can be found on our Engagement and Impact Fund ‘Guidance notes for applicants’ document.  

	Signature of lead applicant
	 

	Date signed
	


[bookmark: _Hlk206061057]
*Any international goods or services procured from outside the UK will be subject to reverse charge VAT. Please ensure this is accounted for in your funding request. 
Engagement and Impact Fund (September 2025)
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