University of Essex

Computational Movement Sciences
PhD Scholarship 2026-2027

The School of Sport, Rehabilitation and Exercise Sciences at the University of Essex is offering three
PhD research Scholarships within specific fields of research. The areas are broadly in Computer Vision,
Musculoskeletal modelling, or Computational Social and Behavioural Science, applied to the areas of
Pain or Health. Your proposed topic is only indicative and will be discussed, refined and agreed

with the supervisory team before the project begins.

The successful applicant will receive a full Home UK or Overseas tuition fee waiver for three years of

study.
Terms and conditions
Eligibility
m  Receipt of the scholarship is subject to applying for a PhD in:
Sport and Exercise Science;
Health and Exercise Sciences;
Health and Physical Activity; or
Physiotherapy.

Your field of research must be one of those listed above.

m  You will need to register as a postgraduate student at the University of Essex for the 2026-27
academic year on a PhD commencing in April 2027 or mutually agreed shortly thereafter and

meeting all conditions of our offer.

m Students must have achieved an honours degree (1%t class or 2:1, or equivalent), with a substantial
research component. A Masters in a relevant subject is desirable (but not essential) and
substantive previous professional experience in the relevant area can be counted towards this

requirement.



m Students must also display:

* A strong academic record, supported by relevant research outputs, for example, peer-reviewed
journal articles within the past five years.

+ Sufficient quantitative, computational, methodological, or analytical aptitude to undertake the
proposed project. Desirable methodological experience may include machine learning, statistics,
musculoskeletal modelling, computer vision, signal processing, natural language processing,
computational text analysis, multimodal data analysis, or quantitative approaches to interview data
such as topic modelling, semantic embeddings. Applicants are not expected to possess every
technical skill at entry, provided they can demonstrate the capacity and motivation to develop them
during the PhD.

* An interest in interdisciplinary research and willingness to work across traditional disciplinary
boundaries.

» Good written and spoken communication skills and an ability to work both independently and
collaboratively.

m If English is not your first language, you will also need to meet the English language entry

requirements for the PhD you have applied for.
m This scholarship is available for up to a maximum tenure of nine terms or three years.
m  These scholarships are restricted to students who would otherwise be entirely self-funded.
m  The award cannot be held in conjunction with any other University of Essex scholarships.
m  Successful applicants should be available for promotional activities.

*Students receiving a repayable loan to fund their studies will be considered as self-funded.

Students who are not eligible
The following students are NOT eligible for this scholarship regardless of meeting the above criteria:

m  Students awarded the scholarship who defer entry to following academic years will be ineligible to
receive the award and will be considered in line with the terms and conditions that apply in the new
proposed year of entry.

m  Students who are fully or partly sponsored by their government or other external agency and are

not required to make any repayments (this does not include VISA sponsorship).

m Students on a 4-year integrated PhD course.
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How to apply

To apply you must submit the application form here to bl19622@essex.ac.uk as soon as possible, and
at the latest by 23:59 GMT 15" November 2026. You must have applied for a PHD online to study at

Essex prior to submitting your application for this scholarship to be considered.

Successful applicants will be invited to an interview by the 27t °f November 2026. Interviews will take
place by the 11t December 2026. Applicants who attend an interview will be notified of the outcome
of their interview within 1 week of the interview taking place. Applicants who do not proceed to interview
will be notified of this after the 27" of November 2026.

Our online application process is quick and straightforward, and the following pages give you all the

details: PhD application information | University of Essex

You can learn about postgraduate research at the University of Essex more generally here:

https://www.essex.ac.uk/postgraduate/research.

Payment arrangements

m  This scholarship will be made available as a waiver of the tuition fee that would otherwise have
been payable on registration at the University. Payment cannot be offset against a tuition fee

deposit if one is required.

m If you intermit from your course, you may, at the discretion of the University, be entitled to a pro-
rata payment of the remainder of your award on your return to study. Please contact the Funding

Team for further information.

m  Awards are granted for one year in the first instance but will be renewed, subject to the award
holder's satisfactory progress (as defined by the Code of Practice: Postgraduate Research
Degrees), for a second and third year — up to a maximum tenure of nine terms or three years,
provided the award holder is still engaged in full-time research (and excepting the circumstances

stated in the section on termination).

m  Where progress is satisfactory, renewal of the award is automatic. Students who wish to extend

their period of study beyond the nine terms will have to meet the additional costs themselves.

Scholarship suspension

Students must be registered and meet the above conditions to receive payment. The scholarship will be
suspended during a period of approved leave of absence (intermission) where this period covers a
whole or part of an academic year and may be reinstated on your return to full-time study subject to the
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conditions above. On your return to study, you will be entitled to the balance of the scholarship for the

stage. There will be no payment for repeat periods of study in any circumstances.

Holiday

Scholarship holders are entitled to a maximum of eight weeks’ holiday (including bank holidays and the
University closure at Christmas) per annum and pro-rata. Holidays should be agreed in advance with
the supervisor and, in cases where the awardee is engaged in teaching and demonstrating, with the

approval of the head of the student’s department, school or centre.

Termination of Scholarship

The University will terminate a scholarship when progress or performance is deemed to be
unsatisfactory. The scholarship will be terminated if a student ceases to be registered as a student with
the University, or for good cause at the discretion of our Dean of Postgraduate Research & Education,

or their nominee for this purpose.

If a scholarship is terminated prematurely for any reason, an awardee must repay to the University any
monies including maintenance, travel, subsistence, fees overpaid from the date of the termination of the
scholarship. If an awardee submits his/her thesis before the end of the scholarship, the scholarship will
be terminated on the date of submission. If an awardee takes up full-time employment whilst in receipt

of a scholarship, the scholarship will be terminated as of the first day of employment.

Transferability

Due to the nature of the funding, it will only be possible to change course or research topic and remain
eligible for the scholarship if the supervisory team authorise the change. If you leave the project, or
change course/topic of research without the supervisory team’s approval, the scholarship will be
terminated. Students where the scholarship is terminated and continue to study at Essex would do so

on a self-funded basis for their remainder of their new course/ field of research.

Data Privacy Statement

The University of Essex takes confidentiality very seriously, your application form will only be seen by
members of staff involved in processing your application. Information is kept in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) as it applies in the UK, tailored by the Data Protection Act
2018. Personal data will be used solely for statistical purposes and electronic record keeping and may

be made available to authorised University staff to allow statistical information to be analysed.
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This data will not be passed to any other third party without your consent, except when the University is
required to do so by law. Any formal enquiries concerning the use of data noted here should be

addressed to the Head of Student Services.

Resolution of disputes

Acceptance of this award constitutes acceptance of these terms and conditions. Registered students

should contact the Funding Team in the first instance for guidance regarding this award. In cases not

covered by the above terms and conditions, or where a student claims exceptional circumstances, or
disputes a decision not to make payments due under an award, final appeals on decisions regarding

eligibility must be made via the Student Complaints process. The Academic Registrar or their nominee

will review the case and his/her decision will be final.

These terms and conditions apply to the academic year 2026-2027. The University of Essex reserves

the right to update these terms and conditions as necessary.
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