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UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX

RULES OF ASSESSMENT FOR FOUR YEAR INTEGRATED MASTERSAWARDS

b)

Academic Year 2017-2018
(cohort first registered in thisyear)

PREAMBLE

The rules should be read in conjunction with thlevant Programme Structure, Programme
Specification and on-line Module Directory entri#®e Module Directory will give detail of
assessment arrangements. The Programme Strudtuigewtify which modules are core for
the Course. Students will not normally be pemmitto transfer onto an Integrated Masters
programme after the start of Year Three.

PASSMARK

The pass mark for modules in Years One, Two &heke is 40. The pass mark for
modules in Year Four is 50. Credits are only awdridl the module is passed. In cases where
failure with a mark of 40 (at Year 4) is condontid credits are not awarded.

A core module is one which must be taken as glathe programme structure and passed,
with no condonement of marks below a pass allowed.

c) Appendix A to the Undergraduate Rules of Assesdmwill also give details of any
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b)

variations which apply to Integrated Masters cosyrgecluding those which apply to
the final stage (Master’s level).

PROGRESSION
Progression from Stage One

In order to progressfrom Stage Oneto Year Two students must:

achieve 120 credits at level 4 [NB where a stutias a fail mark below 40 in a maximum of
30 credits’ worth of non-core modules it is begibke for the credits to be awarded as  set
out in section 3.1.3]

and

pass at least 60 credits at the first attempt.

and

achieve a Stage mark of 50 at the first attempt.

and
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d) pass core modules and meet any additional couns®dule specific requirements outlined in

311

b)

c)

3.13

a)

b)

d)

the variations to the Rules of Assessment, inolgigirofessional, statutory and regulatory
body requirements.

In order to be awarded Ristinction in Stage One, students must meet at least oneeof th
following criteria:

Achieve an overall year mark of 69.5, or;
Achieve marks of 69.5 in at least 60 credits, withcredits below 59.5

If a student does not meet the requirementsto progr ess:

where the student has a Stage mark of lessSthah the first attempt and/or has not passed at
least 60 credits at the first attempt they will het permitted to proceed on the integrated
masters programme. However, they can be considerea transfer to an honours degree
programme. The normal rules of assessment forrgssmng on a three-year honours
programme will then apply.

where the student has a Stage mark of at I€aat the first attempt but the student has failed
a maximum of 60 credits, they must undertake the necessary reassessnmamtopthe next
academic Stage in order to fulfil the requiremenprogress. Marks will be capped at 40.

where a student has no substantiated extenuatmgnstances, they must withdraw from
the University in either of the following situatis:

where the Stage markhglow 20;

where a student was absent from all examinationshakere due to be sat in the
most recent examination period.

When the Board meets after reassessments are completed, and the student has not met

the requirements to proceed the Board will take the following action. (Boards cannot
offer more than two opportunities to undertake the assessment for a module on the
Integrated Masters programme). Wher e appropriate the Board will offer morethan one
option to the student.

where a student has failed a maximum of 30 tyedia non-core module with a module
aggregate mark in the range 35-39 and the marthé&stage is 50 or above the credits will be
awarded and the student will be permitted to prd¢ee¢he next stage of study.

or

where the student has not already had two oppitegs to undertake the assessment for a
module, to undertake the necessary reassessméime ifollowing year without attendance
with marks capped at 40

or

where the student has not already had two oppitids to undertake the assessment for a
module, to repeat the Stage of study part-time,raaks will be capped at 40

or

to consider the student for a transfer to edhyear honours degree programme.
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or

where a student has no substantiated exteguateumstances, they must withdraw from the
University in either of the following situations:

- where the stage marklel ow 20;
- where a student has undertaken none of the req@asgessment.

Note: An undergraduate Board of Examiners will stdite the module mark for a previous
attempt at a failed module if it is higher than thark for the most recent attempt. This will not
apply where students are repeating an entire $tagacapped marks. In such cases the marks
achieved at the end of the repeat stage will stand.

Progression from Year Two

In order to progressfrom Year Twoto Year Three students must:
pass 120 credits at level 5 or above

and;

pass at least 60 credits for the current Yetreafirst attempt.

and

achieve a Year mark of 50 at the first attempt.
and

pass core modules and meet any additional eaurshodule specific requirements outlined in
the variations to the Rules of Assessment, inclyigprofessional, statutory and regulatory
body requirements.

If a student does not meet the requirementsto progr ess:

where the student has a Year mark of less tBaat $he first attempt and/or has not passed
at least 60 credits at the first attempt they wilt be permitted to proceed on the integrated
masters programme. However, they can be considerea transfer to an honours degree
programme. The normal rules of assessment fogressing on a three-year honours
programme will then apply.

where the student has a Year mark of at leasibhas failech maximum of 60 credits,
they must undertake the necessary reassessmiamtigpthe next academic Year, in order
to fulfil the requirement to progress. Marks viié capped at 40.

c) where a student has no substantiated extenwa@tmgnstances, they must withdraw from

the University in either of the following situatis:
where the Year mark tselow 20;

where a student was absent from all examinationshmere due to be sat in the
most recent examination period;

- where a student cannot complete their studies nvitie maximum period.
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d) if 120 credits at level 4 or above have beers@dsthe student will be considered for the
award of a Certificate of Higher Education.

3.2.3 When the Board meets after reassessments are completed, and the student has not met
the requirements to proceed the Board will take the following action. (Boards cannot
offer more than two opportunities to undertake the assessment for a module on the
Integrated Masters programme). Where appropriate, the Board will offer more than
one option to the student.

a) where the student has not already had two apptds to undertake the assessment for a
module, to undertake the necessary reassessnaeftlittwing year without attendance with
marks capped at 40; [NB where failure has occuoe a period abroad, resits will be
subject to availability.]
or

b) where the student has not already had two oppiti¢s to undertake the assessment for a
module, to repeat the Year of study part-time, fmcapped module marks. [NB this
option is not available where students have failedlits during a period abroad.]
or

c) to consider the student for a transfer to agiyesar honours degree programme;

or

d) where a student has no substantiated extenuatmgnstances, they must withdraw from the
University in either of the following situations:

- where the Year mark ksdlow 20;

- where a student has undertaken none of the requiesdessment;

- where a student cannot complete their studies nvitté maximum period.
or

e) if 120 credits at level 4 or above have beersgaisthe student will be considered for the
award of a Certificate of Higher Education.

Note: An undergraduate Board of Examiners will s&iite the module mark for a previous
attempt at a failed module if it is higher than thark for the most recent attempt. This will not
apply where students are repeating an entire Yarrfcapped marks. In such cases the marks
achieved at the end of the repeat Year will stand.

3.3 Progression from Year Three

331 Inordertoprogressfrom Year Threeto Year Four students must:
a) pass 120 credits in Year Three. At least 9@ityenust be at Level 6.
and
b) pass at least 60 credits for the current Yetreafirst attempt.

and
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c) achieve a Year mark of 55 at the first attempt.

d)

332

b)

c)

d)

333

b)

and

pass core modules and meet any additional cepeafic requirements outlined in the
variations to the Rules of Assessment, includirgfgssional, statutory and regulatory body
requirements.

If a student does not meet the requirementsto progressto Year Four:

where the student has a Year mark of less thaat Fhe first attempt and/or has not passed
at least 60 credits at the first attempt they wilt be permitted to proceed on the integrated
masters programme. However, they can be considerea transfer to an honours degree
programme. The normal rules of assessment fesifyang degrees on a three-year honours
programme will then apply.

where the student has a Year mark of at leasiushas failech maximum of 60 credits,
they must undertake the necessary reassessméné atext available opportunity and/or
repeat the Year of study part-time for uncappeduteomarks.

where a student has no substantiated extenuatmgnstances, they must withdraw from
the University in either of the following situatis:

where the Year mark slow 20;

where a student was absent from all examinationshnkere due to be sat in the
most recent examination period;

where a student cannot complete their studies mitié maximum period.

if 240 credits (including a minimum of 120 até¢ 5 or above) have been attempted, and 225
have been passed, the student will be consideredhé award of a Diploma of Higher
Education.

When the Board meets after reassessments are completed, and the student has not met

the requirements to proceed the Board will take the following action. (Boards cannot
offer more than two opportunities to undertake the assessment for a module on the
Integrated Masters programme). Wher e appropriate the Board will offer morethan one
option to the student.

where the student has not already had two opmods to undertake the assessment for a
module, to undertake the necessary reassessneeftlittwing year without attendance with
marks capped at 40. This option cannot be offevhdre a student has already resat the
exams without attendance.

or

where the student has not already had two oppiti¢s to undertake the assessment for a
module, to repeat the Year of study part-timeuiocapped module marks.

or
to consider the student for a transfer to agity@ar honours degree programme.

or
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d) where a student has no substantiated exteguetitumstances, they must withdraw from the
University in either of the following situations:
- where the Year mark iselow 20;
- where a student has undertaken none of the req@asgessment;
- where a student cannot complete their studies nvitié maximum period.

e) if 240 credits (including a minimum of 120 ev¢l 5) have been attempted and 225 have been
passed, the student will be considered for thedwha Diploma of Higher Education.

Note: An undergraduate Board of Examiners will state the module mark for a previous
attempt at a failed module if it is higher than thark for the most recent attempt.This will
not apply where students are repeating an entieg e uncapped marks. In such cases the
marks achieved at the end of the repeat Year taifics

4 ELIGIBILITY FOR THE MASTERSAWARD
4.1 Pass
To be awarded a pass in the Integrated Masteggarone a student should:

a) Subject to (d), obtain 480 credits including t2&dits at Masters level (level 7).

b) Pass all taught core modules .

c) Pass at least 60 taught module credits in Year &t the first attempt.

d) Failure with a mark of 40 or more for up to 3@dits in non-core taught modules in Year
Four, will be condoned provided the overall weeghtiverage for all the taught modules in
Year Four is 50.

Students must also meet any course-specific ragaines relating to the final Year which will
be published in Appendix A of the UndergraduatesRuf Assessment.

4.2 A Passwith Merit or Distinction
Passwith Merit
To obtain a merit a student should:

i) Obtain 120 credits in Year Four at the firseatpt;

ii) Obtain 60 credits in Year Four at 60 or above;

iii) Have an overall weighted average mark of 60nmre across Years Two, Three and Four.
The weighting between the Years of Study will béalows: 20% - Year 2, 30% - Year 3,
50% - Year 4,

iv) Have no module mark below 50 in Year 4.

Passwith Distinction
To obtain a distinction a student should:
i) Obtain 120 credits in Year 4 at the first atpgm
i) Obtain 60 credits in Year 4 at 70 or above;
iii) Have an overall weighted average mark of 7Onwre across Years Two, Three and Four.

The weighting between the Years of Study will bdadlows: 20% - Year 2, 30% - Year 3,
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50% - Year 4;
Have no module mark below 50 in Year 4.

Students who do not meet the requirementsfor an Integrated Masters Degree

Where a student is either unable to complete hikeo studies in Year Four, or does not
achieve the required credits to be awarded a Maateard, the student will be considered for
an undergraduate honours degree in accordancethdthules of assessment for three-year
honours programmes.

Students will also be awarded a Postgraduateficats if they meet the criteria below.
To be awarded BOSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE a student should:

Subject to (d), obtain 60 taught module craditéear Four at Masters level (level 7).

Pass all taught core modules .

Pass 15 credits at the first attempt in YearrFo

Failure with a mark of 40 or more for up to @@dits in Year Four, in non-core modules,
will be condoned.

Students can be considered for the award of a dtstimand merit for an exit award

51

52

53

6.1

SECOND ATTEMPTSIN YEAR FOUR
Second attempts at the assessment for taught modulesin Year Four

Students may have a second attempt for module(shave been failed, up to a maximum of
60 taught module credits.

No second attempt at the assessment for a madufermitted prior to the Board of
Examiners meeting where marks are confirmed arsdiliject to departmental arrangements
(see below).

The maximum mark that will be recorded for a mledas a result of a second attempt is 50,
unless there are substantiated extenuating citaemees accepted by the Board of Examiners.
The Board of Examiners will reinstate the modulelniar a previous attempt at a failed
module if it is higher than the mark for the mastent attempt.

If a student fails a module on the second atteatphe assessment no further attempt is
allowed unless there are substantiated extenuatrogmstances accepted by the Board of
Examiners.

Where the Board of Examiners permits a studehii@ a second attempt at the assessment
for a module this only applies to any individuakignment/examination for the module that
has been failed. A student cannot be permittecbtake a module unless permitted by the
Board of Examiners because of substantiated eat@gucircumstances.

EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES
Extenuating circumstances can only be considereth®yBoard of Examiners if the student
has submitted an extenuating circumstances forrthéyagreed deadline. When substantial

extenuating circumstances are accepted by the BddEdaminers it may use its discretion to
depart from the rules of assessment where thisasssary to achieve a fair result.
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6.2 EXAMINATION BOARD DISCRETION

Except in the case of extenuating circumstancesgseabove), the Board of Examiners does
not have powers of discretion in relation to thplegation of the rules of assessment.

End.
SENATE JULY 2016
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