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Founding Vice-Chancellor Albert
Sloman might have provided the
blueprint for the University of Essex,

ents who shaped it
own.

ents to activate Essex

ogressive lecturers
r, more daring and
al University whose

ated architecture brings us
and socialising.
nts in place for

a forward-thinking University, this

sometimes d dient institution has

been defined years of students

and wanting to make
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Expectation was high when in 1961,

a University of Essex was proposed.

It was to produce professional experts
that wo ep Britain up with the

volution being played
SA and USSR. Essex
ew ‘Shakespearean’
universities would be one of the final
buildi in regenerating

p

rt Sloman as ‘freer,
tal, more daring’ in
his BBC Reith Lectures of 1963, the
ity was an exciting prospect
nting an education

rld around them.

the start, Essex was known as
a ‘liberal’ University where, as Albert
art from its formal

) sity ought to give

students the ce to think and argue

ental problems of

d on their own two feet.’
To a certain extent, this has been

achi campus becoming

ac ity that can think

fo

Photographs courtesy of Albert Sloman Library






Essex became infamous for student
unrest in the late 1960s. The intellectual
freedom and close-knit community
created bert Sloman meant

ready platform for
bate.

students

There had already been demonstrations

agai Powell’s and Harold

Wi jsits to Colchester,
ngsre icked off when, on

h from the Ministry

mical and biological

acility, Porton Down, was

to speak on campus. It was a

emical weapons were

nam to deadly effect.

Inch’s lecture being

ed to be ringleaders.
Essex a ‘Free

Later, the three suspended students

- David Triesman, Pete Archard and
Raphael Halberstadt - were reinstated
and allowed to continue their studies.
Interestingly, students subsequently
reported in Wyvern that CS gas used
against students in Paris in May 1968
had been developed at Porton Down.

Photographs courtesy of Albert Sloman Library

LA
Voting for a "Free University’ and a protest at the Vice-
Chancellor’s house, supporting the three suspended
students. Courtesy Albert Sloman Library,1968
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A decade dominated by strikes, an oil
crisis and the three-day week. It was
a time of punk and glitter, grit and
glamou e University of Essex,

illed with protests -
ted to change the
difference.

Thr ous protests, pickets
nts supported
g minefSfWomen'’s rights and

r
is aigns at home, while

America and the
Middle East with equal fervour.

Sociologi ile| Durkheim coined a

term for hly charged events,
ing them ents of collective
hen new ideas are

damning headlines

in the press, was also a time of

ual growth and creativity

For exam e end of the decade,
fessor of Sociology,
Peter Townsend, revealed the extent
lity in the UK. The
major survey

(1979) revolutionised

Badges courtesy of Mick Reid. Photographs courtesy lain Moncrieff and Albert Sloman Library



A protest against the proposed exclusion of anyone with criminal

convictions from study at Essex.Courtesy of lain Moncrieff, 1970
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This was the decade that saw the
election of Britain’s first female prime
minister, Margaret Thatcher. Building
Britain nomically, she did so
ing the mines, selling
d lowering funds
decision Albert
Sloman called ‘profoundly mistaken
and aging’. She opposed
South Africa and
ed Nel andela’s African

while dis

an any other concern,
id Movement

ade. The United

d black South African

ated community. It

e when the University
ing the most

pus inthe UK and
rits academic
ntering the Top 20

in the country for its research.
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Images courtesy David Philips, the Albert Sloman Library and the Anti-Apartheid Movement






Nelson Mandela was released from
prison, the USSR broke up and Dolly
the sheep was the first mammal to be
cloned. abour came to power and
ritannia’ was invented.

the term

derie between staff
and students led to those teaching and
studyd iR American Art joining
fo g their own art

tion to eir research;

. It was a decade
ttled down to the
business of studying. When, in 1996

f action was called

a nati
a -Chancellor Ivor

expec grilling, but virtually
ur to demonstrate,
e on his soap box.

d of the decade, the

e for her work
n’s rights. She asked

an honorary
supportin

s been involved in
nrights in all parts

Photographs courtesy Albert Sloman Library

Nadin Ospina, Idolo con mufieca
(Idol with Doll}, 2000, Artwork ©
Nadin Ospina. Image © ESCALA



The attacks on the World Trade Center
on 11 September 2001 saw the start of
the War on Terror that dominated the

2000s an
today wit

ntinues to reverberate

nsequences.

lersity of Essex
bers, and in 2007

0 students coming to
om around the world.
lbert Sloman had
with a critical mass
of students

enough to dominate
reboding architecture.
were introduced for

jth many on campus
inancial demands

and 4 with th jversal Declaration

. As a particularly
niversity, world events
personally affect students, and recently
campus was brought together in

ort of Syrian students protesting
st chemical weapons used against
ans in their home country.

Photographs courtesy of the Students” Union and the Free Syria Society
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