SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 
OLD Rules of Assessment for 3-Year Honours Degree COURSES*
*These rules also cover students on 4-year courses with a placement year in industry
These rules take effect for students in the following departments repeating the third or final year in October 2008, or returning to the final year after intermitting in 07/08:
Biological Sciences 
Electronic Systems Engineering courses
Psychology
Mathematical Sciences (only for those courses which were formerly in the Faculty of Science & Engineering.  Students on courses which were formerly in the Faculty of Social Sciences will be assessed under different rules).
Students in the Department of Health & Human Sciences are not being assessed under these rules, but under the rules which applied to courses formerly in the Faculty of Social Sciences.
1.
Progression from Third to Final Year
In order to progress to the final year scheme of study of an Honours Degree course, students must conform to any specific requirements set out in the relevant programme specification.
2.
Eligibility for Award
To be eligible for the award of a degree, students must both satisfy the rules of assessment set out in paragraph 3 and conform to any specific requirements set out in the relevant programme specification.
3.
Calculation of Degree Classification
(i)
The Board of Examiners will consider:

a. the separate coursework and examination marks (where these exist for each individual unit of a degree course); 

b. the overall mark for each unit of a degree course as specified in the programme specification for each degree course; 

c. the average of all second year unit marks (av2); 

d. the average for all final year unit marks (avF); 

e. the overall degree mark which is the weighted average of all unit marks. 

Overall Degree Mark  = (av2*w2+avF*wF)
where w2 and wF (w2+wF=1) are the weightings respectively for the second and final years and which are specified in the programme specification for each degree course. 

For students on degree courses with an integrated year in industry there will normally be a weighting assigned to that year, so the Overall Degree mark = (av2*w2+av3*w3+avF*wF)

(ii)
In determining the degree class for each candidate of each degree course the Board of Examiners will apply the following marking system to all units taken in the second and final years:

Each unit mark (m) is assigned a classification as follows:

	m >= 70.0
	First Class Honours (1)

	70.0 > M >= 60.0
	Upper Second Class Honours (2.1)

	60.0 > M >= 50.0
	Lower Second Class Honours (2.2)

	50.0 > M >= 40.0
	Third Class Honours (3)


(iii)
Each candidate is assigned a degree class according to the following rules:

A. First Class Honours (Class 1)
On achieving either or both:

i. An Overall Degree Mark of 70.0% or higher. 

ii. An Overall Degree Mark of 68.0% or higher, first class marks on units whose credit total is at least 120 (excluding a placement year). 

B. Upper Second Class Honours (Class 2.1)
On achieving either or both:

i. An Overall Degree Mark of 60.0% or higher 

ii. An Overall Degree Mark of 58.0% or higher, upper second standard (or better) marks on units whose credit total is at least 120 (excluding a placement year). 

C. Lower Second Class Honours (Class 2.2)
On achieving either or both:

i. An Overall Degree Mark of 50.0% or higher 

ii. An Overall Degree Mark of 48.0% or higher, lower second standard (or better) marks on units whose credit total is at least 120 (excluding a placement year). 

D. Third Class Honours (Class 3)
On achieving either or both:

i. An Overall Degree Mark of 40.0% or higher 

ii. An Overall Degree Mark of 38.0% or higher, third class (or better) marks on units whose credit total is at least 120 (excluding a placement year). 

(iv)
Boards of Examiners may exercise discretion in consideration of extenuating circumstances in accordance with the University’s guidelines.

(v)
The Board of Examiners may invite candidates for a viva voce examination in accordance with the standard procedures.

(vi)
Additional requirements may apply to individual degree schemes that are accredited by a professional statutory body. These are published by the relevant department for the degree scheme.

(vii) 
The Board of Examiners may, with the approval of a majority of the External Examiners present, exercise discretion in varying the above borderlines in order to achieve awards that in their judgement best reflect the overall ability and attainment of those students near the borderlines. This discretion may only be used in the students' favour.

(viii) 
Students not eligible for a classification in accordance with the above rules shall be deemed to have failed the degree, but Boards of Examiners have the discretion to permit such students to retrieve such failure by undertaking further assessment.
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