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The notion of the Community of Practice (CofP), first coined by Etienne Wenger and Jean Lave (1991), was introduced to sociolinguistic research by Eckert and McConnel-Ginet (1992). A Community of Practice is an aggregate of people who come together around mutual engagement in some common endeavor (Eckert 2000). The CofP model was initially developed as a social theory of learning applied on business settings and later on included the following fields: a) education in schools and in the workplace, b) gender studies, and c) knowledge management” (Davies 2005; Meyerhoff 2002). All these are formal settings and, indeed, even the school is a formal institution. Davies (2005:562) warns us that when dealing with “self-constituted groups, rather than those which arise in relation to an activity within an institution” it is very important to clearly define the three criteria of a CofP (common endeavour, mutual engagement, joint enterprise). Therefore, one should be very careful not “to try and use the community of practice for analysing data it is not equipped to handle” (Meyerhoff 2002) and equally careful not to make generalisations of the findings on a local level on a larger scale. This presentation discusses issues concerning the definition of Cofps in non-institutional settings, drawing from interviews with a CofP in Athens (the Cavemen) which has been analysed for my PhD research and from discussions on the comment sections of a blog authored by one of the Cavemen. 
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