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This paper presents a quantitative analysis of the diphthong // in Mersea Island English (MIE).  This vowel was categorised by Wells (1982) as the CHOICE vowel and this lexical set has been derived from three different sources:
1. Old English /i/ - e.g. boy, oyster, noise
2. Old English /ui/ - e.g. oil, boil (v), join
3. Middle English /i/ - e.g. groin, hoist, employ
Wells (1982:209) notes that the items deriving from Old English /ui/ lowered and centralised in some dialects leading them to become merged with the PRICE vowel - for example boil and bile developed as homophones in some dialects.
With respect to Mersea Island, historical evidence from sources such as Ellis (1889), show that this split was still active in the area under investigation, as well as other parts of Essex.  Indeed, regarding MIE, historical data show that this lowered PRICE variant appears to co-exist with a more centralised and rounded [] variant in the traditional form of the dialect. 
 (
     
)Therefore, this paper compares historical data sources with present-day data collected through sociolinguistic interviews conducted with native Islanders, lending a real time perspective to an otherwise apparent time analysis.
The results of this analysis show that the historical split, mentioned above, has receded almost to extinction in this dialect, in overall favour of the standard [] variant.  However, it seems that the traditional [] form is still being preserved in older generation speakers and, to a lesser extent, the younger generation speakers, particularly with respect to the lexical item boy.  
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