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)DOWN THE ROWERD AND OTHER PLACES: A STUDY OF BREAKING IN COLCHESTER ENGLISH
Deana Carey
University of Essex
This study analyses breaking in Colchester English.  Breaking occurs when a speaker breaks the syllable by inserting a schwa [ə] before the following consonant thus road [ɹʌʊd] will become “rowerd” [ɹʌʊəd]; down [daʊn] will become “dowern” [daʊən] and so on. 
 It is a dying feature and thus the focus is on older speakers.  It is the first study of this kind to be made of this dialect feature and therefore its results are not only interesting in their own right but also form the basis for further research into unmarked sociolinguistic territory.  
As well as the two social dimensions of age and gender relating to the use of the variable being analysed, a number of phonological environments and other linguistic constraints are also examined.
Findings from this study reveal that, as expected for a dying feature such as breaking, the older participants used the feature more frequently than those speakers from the younger age group. Also that women use the feature more than men overall, yet the gender difference is less marked in the younger age group.  In terms of linguistic factors there appears to be a similarity in patterning to that of vowel lengthening described in Aitken’s Law and breaking occurs more frequently where the preceding vowel is the CHOICE vowel and the following consonant a /ð/.
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