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Using the methodology of conversation analysis, this research on naturally occurring Mexican Spanish talk-in-interaction examines the actions performed by the deployment of turn-initial ‘no’ in conversation. It turns out that this phonologically independent ‘no’ is neither a disagreement marker nor a rejection particle. Three actions were observed in the data: In the first place turn-initial ‘no’ is deployed to return to previous talk. Secondly, this sequential marker is used to resume an action that was previously abandoned in the talk. Finally, turn initial ‘no’ is deployed to upgrade an assessment in second position and in so doing, asserting epistemic rights in the matter at hand.
