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FORMATTING THE PROJECT/DISSERTATION
1.
Cover = On the left hand side, top of the covering page you should write 

University of Essex

Department of Language and Linguistics

[Title of project in Spanish in big letters with no misspelt words]

[Year of study]

[Supervisor] 
2.
Next page
Dedicatoria (dedicate to your mum, boyfriend, etc.)

3.
Next page
Agradecimientos (thank whoever helped you with the project with money, advice, etc)

4.
Body of the project/dissertation, at least 5 parts, followed by bibliography and appendixes
Índice / TABLE OF CONTENTS

This is the list of the parts/headings of your project.
ABSTRACTO 
Abstract or executive summary. The length of the Abstract should be no more than 300-500 words, but not included in the formal word count. The purpose of this very short section is to tell your tutor something about the contents. About 1/3 of the Abstract should explain what you intended to do (parameters). The other 2/3rds should tell what you did, including recommendations. The Abstract may duplicate some material included in the Introduction and/or Conclusion

INTRODUCCIóN 

(10% of the work) The Introduction gives you the opportunity to provide your reader with an overview of the dissertation. Firstly, introduce the topic; secondly, outline the key areas to be covered; and identify your primary aims and objectives. You can say why and what prompted you to choose this topic and what is the question that drives your research. 
Example of Introducción

From a project called:  La herencia musulmana en España: ¿orgullo o vergüenza?
“La alhaja del mundo” – una descripción contemporánea de Córdoba por una monja alemana, Hroswitha, en el siglo X. Esta ciudad, la capital del califato que llevaba su propio nombre, destacaba como representativa de la cultura musulmana en la Península Ibérica durante su apogeo. Esta era una época sobresaliente en cuanto al conocimiento, un imán para los estudiosos del mundo, y l arquitectura, con grandes edificios que adornaban la ciudad suntuosamente……..

No soy española y por lo tanto no entiendo las razones por las que existe esta dicotomía de opiniones. Quiero identificar lo que es la herencia musulmana en España y esos elementos de la cultura española que sostienen todavía rastros de este legado. Quisiera comprender un poco más el motivo por el que existen las actitudes opuestas para con una época tan larga en la historia de España. Etc.
MARCO TEóRICO 
 (20% per cent of the whole project) This chapter gives you an opportunity to show that you have learned to analyse and to synthesise the views of others in relation to your own research. Contents of books and articles are only useful if particular points have some direct relevance to your dissertation. In Literature Review you should compare and contrast ideas, theories and/or views relevant to your proposed research topic. Keep in mind that at least 10 references should be discussed and 3-4 different models or theories or views should be mentioned. At the end of this chapter, identify the principal research question/s to be addressed in the project/dissertation. These will form the basis of your project/dissertation in the subsequent chapter on Research Methodology.
Example of Marco Teórico and references

From a project called:  La herencia musulmana en España: ¿orgullo o vergüenza?
Con 7.000 hombres los musulmanes derrotaron a Rodrigo, rey de los visigodos, en el año 711, en la región de Guadalete, esta victoria “ fue el punto de partida de avance de los musulmanes por la Península Ibérica.” (J. Valdeón Baruque, Abderramán III y el Califato de Córdoba, 2001, p19). Estos llamaron a la región Al – Andalus e introdujeron muchos elementos de su vida oriental en la Península, especialmente en la agricultura, la administración y la ganadería. Según R. Cano Aguilar (R. Cano Aguilar, El español a través de los tiempos, 1988, p 45) después de la llegada de los árabes siguió existiendo un “bilingüismo árabe-románico…aunque parece que en progresión decreciente.”
To reference use the standard autor-date (surname, date of publication, pages) system (here the student inserted the name of the books for more precision).

Dirtect quotations from authors must go in inverted commas and referenced.
METODOLOGíA 
(20% of the work) Methodology of the research : this chapter deals with the instruments you have used to extract your own information/data to develop your topic. They could be: questionnaires, interviews, observation, analysis of records, case studies, etc. This is the research programme that you have designed for your project/dissertation. Look again at the research questions you formulated at the end of the Marco Teórico/Literature Review. Select the kind of instrument best suited for addressing those particular research questions, and discuss the reasons prompting your decision. Discuss the research strategies adopted, the collection procedures selected and the difficulties and/or problems encountered. See types of research below.

ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH

1. Observation: regular/sporadic  of the topic (street vendors)/influence of USA in Cuban daily life

2. Photos: of people interviewed/their merchandise/businesses/the street where they sell/Town hall/rules of Association

3. Rough plan of different areas of the street /map of something

4. Formal/ informal conversations
5. Interviews with related people

6. Visits to important places 

DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH

1. Journal articles/books

2. Archives/registers/archival= in libraries/state offices

3. Legislation related

4. Media: Newspaper articles/magazines

5. Statutes of organizations

6. Photos from internet

7. Internet research 

8. Visual resources: follow television/ murals/ cartoons in newspapers

Example of Metodología

From a project called:  La herencia musulmana en España: ¿orgullo o vergüenza?
Investigación etnográfica

Observación: este tópico se me ocurrió como consecuencia de mis observaciones de la sociedad hispana cuando estuve en España en varias oportunidades, en los años, ….. Así me di cuenta de que el ‘pasado árabe’ de esta sociedad no era muy obvio y tampoco era mencionado abiertamente, excepto por lugares turísticos como La Alhambra, la Mezquita de Córdoba y otros, la cultura no se veía en evidencia.
Entrevistas: Para conseguir información de primera mano hice entrevistas con alguna gente española, y lo que descubrí en éstas sólo vino a reforzar lo que había percibido acerca de un pasado árabe oculto.  
Letters: Para conseguir más datos me puse en contacto con varias instituciones españolas como la Real Academia de Historia de España, la revista cultural Puntoycoma, el periódico El País, y  El Instituto Cervantes . 

Conversaciones: El Instituto Cervantes respondió a mis cartas y me permitió participar en uno de sus foros en internet llamado El foro del Hispanista, lo que me permitió ponerme en contacto con personas interesadas en el tema.
Investigación de documentos

Chapters of books: Encontré información en varios libros que me proporcionaron diferentes visiones del tema.
Legislation: Como parte de mi opinión tuve que investigar las leyes sobre ‘la pureza de sangre’ que han existido en varios períodos de la historia de España.
Internet: Algunos artículos e información general que encontré en el Internet me sirvieron para reforzar ciertos puntos y rechazar otros.

ANáLISIS DE LOS HALLAZGOS
 Findings and discussion (30% of work) . You might divide this chapter into Analysis of Findings and Discussion of Findings. This is the largest and probably the most important part in assessing your research by examiners. The length of this section should be about 30% of the whole dissertation. The Findings and Discussion chapter gives you an opportunity to discuss your research findings. Your findings may be derived from the analyses of statistical data, interviews, questionnaires, observation, or any viable combination of instruments used for research collection and the measurement of data. Link important points of this chapter back to the main ideas in the Literature Review with the evidence obtained in your own research. End this chapter with a brief summary of you findings. This, in turn, should set the scene for the concluding chapter.
Example of Análisis de los Hallazgos

From a project called:  La herencia musulmana en España: ¿orgullo o vergüenza?
Antes de mi investigación sobre este tema tenía cierta conciencia de la posición de los árabes en España, pero no me había dado cuenta de la tremenda importancia que  su civilización y cultura habían traído a la Península. (here there is a lot of information related to the findings, see below my summary in English of the points made in this part)

· At the highest point of the Califato in Andalucía , English people were still living in mud huts

· Their level of knowledge and life style were higher than any other country in the Western world

· There were 70 libraries in Córdoba, a city of only 100 thousand inhabitants

· The largest library contained half a million books.  And so on.

PROBLEMAS DE LA INVESTIGACIóN
 (5% of work) Research Problems you may have had like not enough information, questionnaires not clear enough, deviating from your research question.
Example of Problemas de la Investigación
From a project called:  La herencia musulmana en España: ¿orgullo o vergüenza?
Había notado una gran falta de libros sobre el tema que hayan sido escritos por autores españoles. Esta situación se refleja en la obra de R. Menéndez Pidal, uno de los más grandes estudiosos de España, la que tiene 40 volúmenes de los cuales sólo 3 tratan de los ochocientos años de presencia musulmana……………………….
La recolección de datos también ha sido difícil por el silencio que rodea tema.

CONCLUSIONES Y SUGERENCIAS 
(15% of work)  Again you can divide this chapter on two smaller parts:Conclusions and Recommendations for future studies. Here you evaluate the effectiveness of your research programme (whether you reached your objectives) and offer recommendations, if desired. Conclusions can be short, because the bulk of the analysis and synthesis of material will probably have taken place in the chapter of Findings and Discussion. Be sure that all of the questions raised in the Literature Review have been addressed. Weigh the final results of your research against the original aims and objectives of the dissertation. Anomalies, for example, can be important and interesting. Add recommendations if you desired. Ideas for further research and/or some strategies advocated for better management of the issue or the enterprise are particularly useful.
Example of Conclusiones y Sugerencias

From a project called:  La herencia musulmana en España: ¿orgullo o vergüenza?
Al principio tenía la intención de aplicarme a 3 preguntas: ¿Cuál es la herencia musulmana? ¿Tienen los españoles una cierta reticencia en cuanto a esta época?, y si ésta existe Cuáles son las razones para ésta? Quizás mi primera pregunta hubiera debido ser ¿Existe una herencia musulmana? Espero haber respondido a estas preguntas y también creo que he demostrado que la rica herencia musulmana es parte intrínseca de la cultura y la vida en España, y de los españoles modernos, les guste o no. También me parece que he mostrado que hay una cierta si no reticencia tal vez ignorancia de la época árabe, esto es reconocido por autores modernos y por algunos de mis contactos. AND SO ON…

BIBLIOGRAFíA 

Not included in the word count. Here you show the reader what research sources were used in your dissertation. 
All books articles, sources of statistical data and web sites used in the dissertation must be listed in the bibliography. Additional sources consulted should be also be placed in the bibliography. Entries in the Bibliography should be placed in alphabetical order. Web sites, however, should be grouped together separately at the end of the Bibliography. See Department Handbook
1. Surname and initials

2. Date of publication

3. Title 
4. For Web Sites: name, author, date, full address

Department of Language and Linguistics information- http://www.essex.ac.uk/linguistics/publications/booklets/undergraduate_handbook/UG_Handbook_10-11.pdf - page 92 to 95

APéNDICES 

 Not included in the word count. This part of the dissertation gives you an opportunity to add interesting research material to your dissertation. Interview summaries and sample questionnaires, for example, should appear in the Appendices

Adapted from : http://university-essays.tripod.com/id8.html 

PROJECT TITLES

Contemporary Mexican Murals: high or popular culture? (by a student doing Art History and Spanish)

A reading project researching primary and secondary sources in an attempt to show how cultural and historical referents are reflected in Diego Rivera’s paintings.
Past and Present: Arab influence in the Spanish language (by a student doing Modern Languages)

This is a survey of Arab language and culture’s role in the development of the Spanish language, using linguistic sources and the Internet.
Popular Culture and Political influence: La Nueva Trova Cubana (by a student doing Latin American Studies)
A survey of primary and secondary sources which explores the influence of politically committed popular music in the construction of opinions.

Spanglish: New language or mad babble? (by a student doing Spanish and Linguistics)
A survey of secondary sources which explores the birth and development of Spanglish comparing it with the development of the Spanish language.
Spanish mysticism (by a student doing History)
An exploration and analysis of cultural representations in the work of the Spanish mystic painters.
Ladino: language and culture, yesterday and now (by a student doing Spanish Studies)

Research of primary sources which attempts to explain the situation of the sefardi Spanish before and after the diaspora of 1492.

¿What would have happened to the Spanish language if the Arabs had not invaded the Iberian Peninsula in 711?

Research of secondary sources relating to the development of Spanish and the possibilities had it followed the development of other languages which did not have any Arabic influence?

Vascos misteriosos: ¿What are the most feasible theories about the origins of the Basque people?

Research relating to the theories surrounding the Basque people and their language.

Do Spanish and Portuguese languages share the same historical development? 

An exploration of both languages and their individual development through the ages.

How has the phenomenon of Castellanización affected the dominance of Spanish in the Latin American region? 

A socioeconomical analysis of the Spanish language development in the Latin America and its meaning for the future of the language.
Muslim heritage in Spain: pride or shame?/ La herencia musulmana en España: ¿orgullo o vergüenza?

An exploration of present attitudes to the Muslim heritage in Spain.

