LANGUAGE

Written work for specialist language courses is marked considering language skills such as comprehension and production. Assessment judges parameters like content, language form and analytical skills looking for advanced lexical and syntactic structures, innovative use of language, connectors and suprasentential relators, rhetorical devices, referential system, punctuation and imagery. Markers will be looking for excellence and exceptionality.

LANGUAGE MARKING CRITERIA

	
	Features for marking and giving feedback
	Class standard

	Exceptional 

75+
	The student shows exceptionally skilful, consistent and nearly perfect use of advanced lexical and syntactic structures, plus rhetorical devices and use of referential system, imagery and punctuation. Recognition of register and when to use it. A couple of errors. 

Students should show exceptional knowledge of varied and wide ranging vocabulary, idioms, proverbs, connectors, relators. They should show knowledge of advanced use of verb system, pronominal system, and complex sentences. There should be excellent knowledge of metaphors, similes, hyperboles, etc.
	First Class Standard

	Excellent 

70+
	The student shows considerable skilful and consistent use of the language. There are very many advanced lexical and syntactic structures plus rhetorical devices imagery, referential system, and punctuation. Few minor errors.
Students should show excellent knowledge of varied and wide ranging vocabulary, idioms, proverbs, connectors, relators. They should show knowledge of advanced use of verb system, pronominal system, and complex sentences. There should be excellent knowledge of metaphors, similes, hyperboles, etc.
	

	Very Good 

65+
	The student shows some very good, skilful and consistent use of the language. There are some very advanced lexical and syntactic structures, imagery, referential system, and punctuation. Some minor errors.
Students should show very good knowledge of varied and wide ranging vocabulary, idioms, proverbs, connectors, relators. They should show knowledge of advanced use of verb system, pronominal system, and complex sentences. There should be very good knowledge of metaphors, similes, hyperboles, etc.
	Upper Second Class Standard

	Good 

60+
	The student shows less skilful but consistently good use of the language but it is quite understandable and of a good standard. Advanced lexical and syntactic structures, imagery, referential system, and punctuation are not so consistent but are in evidence. More than a few minor and a couple of basic errors.
Students should show less skilful but consistent knowledge of varied and wide ranging vocabulary, idioms, proverbs, connectors, relators. They should show knowledge of advanced use of verb system, pronominal system, and complex sentences. There should be good knowledge of metaphors, similes, hyperboles, etc.


	

	Very Reasonable 

55+
	The student shows fair to middling skilful and consistent use of the language but it is reasonably understandable. Fairly sprinkled advanced lexical and syntactic structures, rhetorical devices imagery, referential system, and punctuation.. Quite a few minor and some basic errors.

Students should show very reasonably skilful but consistent knowledge of varied and wide ranging vocabulary, idioms, proverbs, connectors, relators. They should show knowledge of advanced use of verb system, pronominal system, and complex sentences. There should be very reasonable knowledge of metaphors, similes, hyperboles, etc.
	Lower Second Class Standard

	Reasonable 

50+
	The student shows very sparse skilful and consistent use of the language but understandable. Quite a few correct advanced lexical and syntactic structures, very advanced lexical and syntactic structures, rhetorical devices, imagery, referential system, and punctuation. Quite a few minor and some basic errors.
Students shows very sparse but still reasonably skilful but consistent knowledge of varied and wide ranging vocabulary, idioms, proverbs, connectors, relators. They should show knowledge of advanced use of verb system, pronominal system, and complex sentences. There should be reasonable knowledge of metaphors, similes, hyperboles, etc.
	

	Pass 

40+
	The student shows A few advanced but not too correct lexical and syntactic structures, almost no advanced lexical and syntactic structures, rhetorical devicesimagery, referential system, and punctuation. An acceptable range of minor and basic errors.
Students show not very skilful but consistent knowledge of varied vocabulary, idioms, proverbs, connectors, relators. They should show some knowledge of advanced use of verb system, pronominal system, and complex sentences. There should be some  knowledge of metaphors, similes, hyperboles, etc.
	Third Class Standard

	Fail 
	The student shows Very little or nothing of the above.


	Below 


