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GENERAL GUIDELINES

A language project is a piece of written work in the second language, normally around 2000 words in length, but occasionally more, according to module requirements. It is a task totally different from any other language exercises undertaken by students at different levels of their career. A project is not an extended essay; it is an ongoing piece of research that only starts with the first draft. A project requires much more reading than a single essay. The project is an important component in the design of these modules because it brings together both language and research skills.

Your project starts before the fifth week of the first term and it is only submitted in the first week of the final term. You will have the Christmas and Easter vacations to complete your work. Students must always consult their module supervisor before embarking on any project.
The project allows a student to investigate in depth a topic of his or her own choosing. This will require a degree of language specialisation in the selected area (register, style, etc.) and detailed, hopefully original, research. Although a descriptive piece could be acceptable (especially in first year modules), a written piece that presents an analytical perspective would better fit the requirements of the modules. 
TIMESCALE
Students must choose a topic to suit their interests as this can help them expand their knowledge of Spanish and excel in its use.
It is compulsory that you submit your firm proposal on WEEK 20 of the second term.
VALUE OF THE PROJECT
The overall value of the written project is 40 points. 

	Week 20
	Submit on OCS - Friday midday - Firm Written Draft Project 700 words
	20

	Week 25
	Friday midday deadline to submit a)the scripted version of your presentation (600 words minimum in Spanish) on Online Course Submission and 
b) a watermarked copy to the secretaries in Language and Linguistics 
	10

	
	Oral Presentation of project & Seminars- HOW TO PRESENT ( 2 marks made up of scripted version and oral presentation)
	10

	Week 30
	Hand in PROJECT- Formatting the project- Friday midday deadline
	20


The work for the project is intertwined with other activities for the module like: writing; presentation; and seminar management which will be assessed on Week 25.
SUBMISSION OF DRAFTS AND FINAL PROJECT

The drafts of the projects must be submitted through OCS (OnlineCourseSubmission) and a watermarked copy has to be handed in at the central office in the Department of Language and Linguistics Room 4305.
WHAT YOU CAN DO IN A PROJECT

You can do many things, 
· research and explore a certain career related topic  (see Project Titles below)
· investigate issues related to aspects of the Spanish language  
· research language products like translations, subtitling and dubbing 

· explore the form and effect of Spanish-speaking popular culture expressions 

· investigate language and media issues 
TOPIC FOR THE PROJECT
The Project gives you the opportunity to study and develop a topic of your own choosing under the guidance of your supervisor. It will give you the opportunity to practise skills in setting up and carrying out an empirical piece of work and finally writing up your findings. 

· Your project originates with a question or problem that interests you

· It requires a clear articulation of the goal you want to achieve

· It follows a specific plan of procedure to deal with gathering information and reshaping it in your own way 

· It usually divides the principal problem into more manageable sub problems so that you can look at it systematically

· It is guided by the specific project problem, question, or hypothesis you are interested to know more about 

· It accepts certain critical assumptions from people who have looked into or had the problem 

· It requires the collection and interpretation of data/information in attempting to resolve the problem that initiated the research for the project 

The research topics would normally be based on contemporary issues related to high and popular culture, contemporary media of the Spanish-speaking world and language use. 

For instance 

· compare the ways of reporting a news item in different newspapers/magazines is carried out and doing a comparative language analysis; 

· exploring the use of bad language by journalists to show an individual style;

· investigate advertisements’ use of distinctive lexical and grammatical features to convince and attract the buyers; 

· explore the treatment of gender in media narratives; compare with England

· explore and analyse language problems whilst translating newspaper articles; 

· explore and analyse inconsistencies in two different translations of a famous work; 

· develop an aspect of your research abroad;

· investigate artistic expressions of Spanish-speaking culture; 

· research instances of popular art imitating high cultured art;

· explore the translation of a certain form of literature: prose or poetry

· investigate popular culture aspects like music, graffiti, clothing, pop art, children’s stories, folklore

· research the consequence for language of media artefacts like Pop Idol, sitcoms, soap operas, advertisements

DIFFERENT PURPOSES OF THE PROJECT RESEARCH

A project can:

· review some existing knowledge of interest to the student, something they already have some knowledge about but would like to explore more in depth

· describe questioning some situation or problem which the student has experienced and which has had repercussions for or connections with the topics of their career

· build up something like a practical translation with annotated entries about the language problems encountered, social or cultural issues arising from it

· explain something related to their career in depth and extrapolating consequences either theoretical or practical 

ORGANIZATION  AND FORMATTING THE PROJECT/DISSERTATION

1.
Cover = On the left hand side, top of the covering page you should write 

University of Essex

Department of Language and Linguistics

[Title of project in Spanish in big letters with no misspelt words]

[Year of study]

[Supervisor] 

2.
Next page
Dedicatoria (dedicate to your mum, boyfriend, etc.)

3.
Next page
Agradecimientos (thank whoever helped you with the project with money, advice, etc)

4.
Body of the project/dissertation, at least 5 parts, followed by bibliography and appendixes

a)ABSTRACTO – Abstract or executive summary. The length of the Abstract should be no more than 300-500 words, but not included in the formal word count. The purpose of this very short section is to tell your tutor something about the contents. About 1/3 of the Abstract should explain what you intended to do (parameters). The other 2/3rds should tell what you did, including recommendations. The Abstract may duplicate some material included in the Introduction and/or Conclusion

b)INTRODUCCIóN (10% of the work) The Introduction gives you the opportunity to provide your reader with an overview of the dissertation. Firstly, introduce the topic; secondly, outline the key areas to be covered; and identify your primary aims and objectives. You can say why and what prompted you to choose this topic and what is the question that drives your research. 

c)MARCO TEóRICO = (20% per cent of the whole project) This chapter gives you an opportunity to show that you have learned to analyse and to synthesise the views of others in relation to your own research. Contents of books and articles are only useful if particular points have some direct relevance to your dissertation. In Literature Review you should compare and contrast ideas, theories and/or views relevant to your proposed research topic. Keep in mind that at least 10 references should be discussed and 3-4 different models or theories or views should be mentioned. At the end of this chapter, identify the principal research question/s to be addressed in the project/dissertation. These will form the basis of your project/dissertation in the subsequent chapter on Research Methodology.

d)METODOLOGíA  = (20% of the work) Methodology of the research : this chapter deals with the instruments you have used to extract your own information/data to develop your topic. They could be: questionnaires, interviews, observation, analysis of records, case studies, etc. This is the research programme that you have designed for your project/dissertation. Look again at the research questions you formulated at the end of the Literature Review. Select the kind of instrument best suited for addressing those particular research questions, and discuss the reasons prompting your decision. Discuss the research strategies adopted, the collection procedures selected and the difficulties and/or problems encountered.

e)ANáLISIS DE LOS HALLAZGOS= Findings and discussion (30% of work) . You might divide this chapter into Analysis of Findings and Discussion of Findings. This is the largest and probably the most important part in assessing your research by examiners. The length of this section should be about 30% of the whole dissertation. The Findings and Discussion chapter gives you an opportunity to discuss your research findings. Your findings may be derived from the analyses of statistical data, interviews, questionnaires, observation, or any viable combination of instruments used for research collection and the measurement of data. Link important points of this chapter back to the main ideas in the Literature Review with the evidence obtained in your own research. End this chapter with a brief summary of you findings. This, in turn, should set the scene for the concluding chapter.

f)PROBLEMAS DE LA INVESTIGACIóN= (5% of work) Research Problems you may have had like not enough information, questionnaires not clear enough, deviating from your research question.

g)CONCLUSIONES Y SUGERENCIAS = (15% of work)  Again you can divide this chapter on two smaller parts:Conclusions and Recommendations for future studies. Here you evaluate the effectiveness of your research programme (whether you reached your objectives) and offer recommendations, if desired. Conclusions can be short, because the bulk of the analysis and synthesis of material will probably have taken place in the chapter of Findings and Discussion. Be sure that all of the questions raised in the Literature Review have been addressed. Weigh the final results of your research against the original aims and objectives of the dissertation. Anomalies, for example, can be important and interesting. Add recommendations if you desired. Ideas for further research and/or some strategies advocated for better management of the issue or the enterprise are particularly useful.

h)BIBLIOGRAFíA = Not included in the word count. Here you show the reader what research sources were used in your dissertation. All books articles, sources of statistical data and web sites used in the dissertation must be listed in the bibliography. Additional sources consulted should be also be placed in the bibliography. Entries in the Bibliography should be placed in alphabetical order. Web sites, however, should be grouped together separately at the end of the Bibliography. See Department Handbook

i)APéNDICES = Not included in the word count. This part of the dissertation gives you an opportunity to add interesting research material to your dissertation. Interview summaries and sample questionnaires, for example, should appear in the Appendices

TITLE OF THE PROJECT
The title and resources for the project will be negotiated between the students and the supervisor. The materials could be taken from a range of sources in English and Spanish (specific literature, popular media, Internet and contemporary press). Materials in Spanish will cover a variety of features of written prose (papers, articles, reports, and case studies), registers, and styles which should be connected specifically to the topic chosen for the project.

REFERENCES
References should be set out using the standard author-date system adopted in published work and should be added at the end of your work in alphabetical order and buy date.  Where more than one work by the same author is cited list the works in the order, e.g. 2006a, 2006b, 2006c etc.. For each item you list, you need to provide the following information in the order specified below which I have abridged from the Department’s Handbook: 

For more extensive information see the Department of Language and Linguistics , page 86, Students Handbook at http://www.essex.ac.uk/linguistics/publications/booklets/undergraduate_handbook/UG_Handbook_2009-10.doc 
EXAMPLES OF PROJECTS  
LA467 THEMATIC COURSE FINAL YEAR

· Art and Propaganda in the Spanish Civil War: the visual front ( by a student doing Literature and Modern Languages)
· A survey of posters, notices and other propaganda published during the Civil War.

· Women on the verge of a great future: Reality reflecting in film? (by a student doing Spanish Studies)
· An analysis of a sample of Spanish films and a comparison with media articles and news.

· Representations of womanhood in Spanish cinema (by a student doing Sociology)
· A concept of womanhood as portrayed in several Spanish films

· Spanish cinema: a magnifying glass for film directors (by a student doing History)
· Spanish society as represented by various film directors

· Mexican revolution through murals: focusing on J.Clemente Orozco and his murals (by a student doing Art History and Spanish)
· An analysis of several murals focusing in the representation of the Mexican Revolution

· El Lunfardo (by a student doing Modern Languages and TEFL)
· An explanation of the lunfardo as a language phenomenon and its place within Argentinian society.

· A comparison between the representations of the Spanish and English royal families in the media (by a student doing Management and Spanish)
· A survey of various media artefacts (papers, magazines, publicity, etc) following their treatment of royalty in both countries.
· El amor cortés en Lope de Vega y Shakespeare: una comparación entre dos obras

· ¿Con qué objeto usa Almodóvar música latinoamericana en sus películas? Apply to some of his films.
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