
Theorising the Drug War: Unpacking the ideologies that generated and 
continue to sustain the ‘war on drugs 

 
 
After being fought for over half a century, the failure of the global war on drugs is 
now an open secret. The impossibility of creating a ‘drug free world’ has been 
evidenced by history and yet universal prohibition is still the default position of 
the law regarding drugs. The persistence of prohibition troubles the normative 
presumptions of the rule of law to be objective, rational and teleological. Whilst 
showing evidence of the failures of prohibition has been a key driver changing 
drug policy and laws in many jurisdictions, the mythology of drug laws has been 
more difficult to dispel and its allure haunts the discourse of the Special Session 
on Drugs at the United Nations General Assembly in 2016 (UNGASS). This 
meeting is unlike its predecessor in 1998 for many reasons. Drug policy has 
changed dramatically over the last 20 years and in multiple ways. This change 
has been driven largely by local practice, evidence-based policies, and an active 
and well-organized global civil society.  However, there is still, the question of 
unpacking the ideologies that gave birth to and continue to sustain the ‘war on 
drugs.’ That is the question we will engage with at ‘Theorising the Drug War.’   
 
In this symposium, we aim to expand the scope of research into drug policy by 
viewing drug prohibition as a contemporary example of the role that ideology 
continues to play in questions of the law. The purpose of this symposium is to 
examine this ideology from a multidisciplinary and critical perspective. We invite 
contributions that use different methodologies and disciplines within the 
humanities and social sciences (for example, sociology, critical race theory, 
human rights, critical geography and history, socio-legal studies, disability 
studies, political theory, security studies, postcolonial and gender studies), and 
particularly encourage contributions that draw upon the critical theory tradition 
(Psychoanalysis, Marxism, Post-structuralism, Feminism).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1st Day: 09.00-17:00 hrs. 
 

09:00-9.30: 
Arrival and Welcoming 

 
09.30-10.00: 

An Introduction to ‘Theorising the Drug War’: Nayeli Urquiza & Kojo Koram 
 

10.00-11.30:  
Panel 1: Race, Gender and Capitalism through the Drug War 

• Niamh Eastwood, “Race and law” 
• Nadia Erlam, “Cognitive Dispossession: Ecofeminism, Entheogens and 

Neuroqueering Drug Policy” 
• Ashley Boher, “Drugs are the New Hedges: Capitalist Confinement from 

Enclosures to Mass Incarceration” 
 

11.15-11.30  
Break 

 
11.30- 13.00 

Panel 2: Govermentality, Biopolitics and the disciplinary dispositif of drugs  
• Emily Crick, “The ‘war on drugs’: the utmost expression of prohibitionist 

logic within the drug control dispositif “ 
• Amedeo Policante, “Foucault on Drugs: Neoliberalism, Truth and the 

Repressive Hypothesis” 
• Dawn Moore, “Political Drug Studies? Theoretical Possibilities, 

Governmentality, Phenomenology and Getting the Law out of our Bodies” 
 

13.00-14.00 
Lunch 

 
14.00-15.30 

Panel 3: Drugs, War and Violence 
• Sophia Ostler, “Assumptions of a universalist approach to prohibition – 

Lessons from the development of organized crime in Colombia” 
• Ariadna Estévez, “Necropolitical Wars and the Spatial Dimensions of 

Law” 
• Danny Kushlick, “Beneficiaries of the Drug War” 

 
15.30-15.45  

Break 
 

15.45-17.00 
Keynote 

Ashe Bandale, “Racialisation and The Drug War in the Global sphere” 
 

18:00  
Conference dinner 

 



 
2nd Day: 10.00 -16.00 hrs. 

 
10.00-10.30  

Arrival and Welcoming 
 

Opening Keynote 
10:30-11.30 

Oscar Guardiola Rivera “The Apothiesis of War in Colombia”  
 

11.30-12:30 
Panel 4: The Contested Terrain of Prohibition 

• Dominic Corva, “The biopolitical economy of cannabis legalization in 
Washington State (a worm’s eye view)” 

• Rick Lines, “Exploring competing concepts of dignity”  
 

12:30-13:30  
Lunch 

 
13.30-14.30  

Keynote 
• David Boothroyd “The online life of drug culture and the ends of   

prohibition: towards the ‘drugs peace’ to come” 
 

Coffee break 
14.30-15:00 

 
15:00-16:00 

Closing and Future Research Planning, Kojo Koram, Nayeli Urquiza  
 
 

 


