31 July 2009

Dear 9th IEF conference delegate,

Welcome to Istanbul!
We are delighted to have you participating in our forthcoming 9th International Entrepreneurship Forum (IEF), 16 – 18 September 2009, Istanbul, where delegates from 28 countries will meet, share and make friends. 
In order to help you organise your trip we have identified some important issues for your information:

1. Paper submission 
Please note that deadline for paper submission is 1st September 2009. All papers should be presented in the same format (click here for template) and submitted to ief2009@sabanciuniv.edu  

A list of all accepted abstracts is available on the conference website: www.essex.ac.uk/conferences/ief/  
2. Conference registration and payment

All participating delegates must register for the conference and make the appropriate payment to Sabanci University by 31st August 2009. Registration form can be found at www.essex.ac.uk/conferences/ief/  While completing the form please ensure that you indicate the method of payments (online or bank transfer), and that you inform us whether you are likely to make the Welcome reception (depart at 7.30pm sharp at Conrad Hotel).

All payments have to be made through one of the above methods before the conference. We cannot accept cash payment on the conference days.

Please note that an abstract/paper will only be included in the conference proceedings if at least one of the authors has registered and paid the fees by the deadline.

3. Meals and social programmes

Welcome reception on 16th September and the Conference Gala Dinner on 17th September are both included in the conference package. Refreshments and lunches will be provided on both conference days. 

The welcome reception will be held at the boat in which we will cruise the beautiful Bosphorus. Please bring warm jacket as it will be cool and windy on the deck. The general attire for welcome reception is smart casual. The IEF 2009 Gala and Award Dinner will be at the Sait Halim Pasa Palace. The dress cose for the Gala Dinner will be formal business attire.
4. Conference programme and PhD workshop
The conference programme outlines with plenary/panel sessions have been available on the conference website. Please note there will be a special PhD workshop (for conference-registered PhD students working on issues concerning Technology and Entrepreneurship) at 2.30 in the afternoon of 16 September 2009 at the Sabanci University Karakoy Campus. Places are limited so register your interest early to ief2009@sabanciuniv.edu to avoid disappointment. A mini bus will be arranged according to demand. 

5. Speakers update

We are pleased to announce that Mr Padoan, the Deputy Secretary General of OECD, has confirmed his support to 9th IEF. And He is going to address a keynote in the morning of 18th September. Along with Mr Padoan, there are other eminent speakers including Prof Zolatan Acs (George Mason University), Prof Claudia Bird Schoonhoven (University of California Irvine), Mr Sergio Arzeni (Director, OECD), Ms Candace Johnson (Serial Entrepreneur), and many representatives from the European Commission. 
6. Hotel arrangements 
We have blocked a limited number of rooms at the conference venue – Conrad Istanbul Hotel, for our 9th IEF conference delegates at special rates. You are strongly recommended to book your room with them by 20th August, after which date, we cannot guarantee the availability of the hotel and the special prices that we negotiated for. A copy of the booking form can be found at the conference website: www.essex.ac.uk/conferences/ief/
Should you wish to book yourself into La Maison, the nearby hotel please contact Mr Tümay Akçay at Tumay.Akcay@ideetravel.com for availability and booking.
7. Visa requirement

Please do check the Foreign Ministry’s website to see if you need a visa.  For the residents of most countries the easiest thing to do is to get the visa at the airport as you enter Turkey. The most current information on visa requirements for entering Turkey can be obtained at Republic of Turkey Ministry of Foreign Affairs e-consulate page http://www.mfa.gov.tr/visa-information-for-foreigners.en.mfa.  The ministry also has on its website what the visa will cost you at the airport. http://www.mfa.gov.tr/visa-fees-at-border-gates-for-2008.en.mfa
If you do need a letter for a visa from the consulate e-mail ief2009@sabanciuniv.edu immediately. A signed invitation letter will be sent to you in the required format. (These are already ready, and can be sent in a day or two).
8. Travel arrangements

Please make your travel arrangements in good time for better value. Istanbul is a popular holiday destination during September so prices may shoot up sharply. There are two international airports: Istanbul Ataturk (on the European side) and Sabiha Gokcen Airport (on the Asian side).
9. Airport transfer

There are a few options for you to choose in order to make your way from the airport to your hotel (whichever option you choose please ensure that you have sufficient currency to settle the bill at the time of using the service):
1) The official organisation agency of IEF 2009, IDEE Travel, provides transfers from and to both of the airports, Ataturk and Sabiha Gokcen Airports. Below are one way (airport –hotel or hotel –airport) per person costs (incl. VAT, private driver and vehicle):

	
	Ataturk Airport
	Sabiha Gokcen Airport

	min 2 pax per person
	€ 24
	€ 48



	 3-6 people, per person 
	€ 19
	€ 38

	 7-12 people per person 
	€ 15
	€ 30


2) You can take a taxi and those from the airport can be relied on.  Taxis are relatively plentiful and quite reasonable in Istanbul. They have meters, so not to worry. There are two tariffs for taxis: day and night. Night goes on from midnight to 6 am and is about 30% more expensive from day tariff. It is customary to round up the fare to the nearest Turkish Lira (e.g, 9.5 liras round up to 10 liras) to include a tip. As at the airport it is best to use taxis from regular taxi stands (or from in front of your hotel). It is best not to hail a cab on the street as they unfortunately are more prone to cheat tourists. It should cost around 50 Turkish Liras from Ataturk Airport and 80 Turkish Liras from Sabiha Gokcen Airport. For participants flying to Sabiha Gokcen Airport note that this airport is located in the Asian side and you have to take the highway and cross the Bosphorus bridge to get to the Europrean side and Conrad. The highway costs 1.40 TL and the bridge is 4.5 TL the taxi driver may ask you to pay the bridge fee as well. Although it is open to the bargain between you and the driver it is usually accepted for the customer to pay these fees. 

3) The company, Havas, provides shuttles from both of the airports to some parts of the city. You can access the up-to-date information on http://www.havas.com.tr/en/otobus_otopark.asp
You may also consider checking http://www.ataturkairport.com/eng/2.php and for other information about the airports.
10. Tours in Istanbul

The 9th IEF partner IDEE Travel operate regular city tours in Istanbul as well as private pre/post conference tours in Turkey. Should you be interested please contact Tumay at tumay.akcay@ideetravel.com for details and/or booking.
Please let us know if you have any other queries.

We look forward to seeing you soon in Istanbul.

Best wishes,

Sujun Fieldhouse, on behalf of 
The 9th IEF Conference Committee

Tel: +44 1702 328389

Fax: +44 1702 328387

Forthcoming 9th International Entrepreneurship Forum (IEF) in Istanbul 16-18 September 2009: www.essex.ac.uk/conferences/ief/  

Ps. below is some useful information for your consideration:

Time Zones: Turkey is two hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time and seven hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time.

Telephone Calls: There are 2 area codes used in Istanbul. Area code for the Asian side is (216) and (212) for the European side. The Conrad and La Maison Hotels are situated in the European side hence you need to dial the area code (212) should you need to call the Hotel.  [Please note that to place a call which includes an area code you must first use ‘0’ to gain access into the network and ‘00’ for international calls].   You won’t need the area code when calling a cell phone. 

Tips: Tips at restaurants are around 10% of the service total service charge. (For taxis one just rounds up to the next YTL). 

Weather: At this time of the year, the weather in Istanbul is mostly sunny with mild rain showers, the temperature during the day is around 200 C (68F0). The welcome reception will be at the boat in which we will cruise the beautiful bosphorus. Please bring warm jacket as it will be cool and windy on the deck. The general attire for welcome reception is smart casual. The IEF 2009 Gala and Award Dinner will be at the Sait Halim Pasa Palace. The attire for the Gala Dinner will be  black tie. You can access the weather information on: 
 http://www.holiday-weather.com/istanbul/averages/#avg_temp
Banks and Currency Exchange: At present one U.S. Dollar equals about 1.50 Turkish Lira and one Euro equal about 2.10 Turkish Lira. However the rates change rapidly, therefore for exact exchange rates you may check with the local daily papers and the website http://www.tcmb.gov.tr/kurlar/kur2009.html. Banks are open Monday through Friday between 09:00 hours to 17:00 hours (many close for lunch between 12:30 and 13:30).  You may also find exchange offices at the airport, however due to airport taxes and higher commission rates, the purchase value would approximately be 10-12% less, in comparison to regular exchange offices or banks in the city. You can find open exchance offices virtually anytime especially in crowded and touristic places like Taksim Square and Sultanahmet. All major credit cards (such as Visa, MasterCard) are accepted in almost all of the Turkish restaurants, shops etc.   

Suggested Tourist Sites:

Topkapi Palace, Hagia Sofia, Blue Mosque, Archaaelogical Muesum, Grand Bazaar (even if you don’t like to shop:), Suleymaniye Mosque, Church of St. Savior in Chora, Çemberlitaş Baths, Dolmabahçe Palace,  Basilica Cistern.
Some Useful Links:

· Turkey http://www.turizm.gov.tr/EN/Default.aspx?17A16AE30572D313D4AF1EF75F7A79681D9DD78D03148A6E 

· Ataturk International Airport Official Site 

http://www.ataturkairport.com/eng/ 

· Ataturk International Airport http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/Istanbul/Transport/ataturk_airport.html 

· Sabiha Gokcen International Airport

http://www.sgairport.com/havaalani/eng/start.asp
· Istanbul City 

http://english.istanbul.gov.tr/ 

· Istanbul City Guide

http://www.istanbulcityguide.com/ 

General Information About Transportation: 
· Havas Shuttle from/to Ataturk Airport (Arrival at the airport)

http://www.havas.net/en/otobus_istanbul_ahl.asp 

· Istanbul Metro

http://urbanrail.net/eu/ist/istanbul.htm 

· Istanbul Maps 

http://www.guide-martine.com/istanbul.asp 

IEF team contacts in Istanbul:
Nakiye Boyacigiller cell: +90 533 475 5425.  

Tumay Akcay tel: +90 532 356 59 55 
Okan Pala cell: +90 532 739 67 43

