THE 2001 BES DATA SETS

A Very Quick Primer on Variables, Filters and Weights

For ease of use, virtually all variables in the 2001 BES data sets begin with the letters A, B, C or D.  Variables are clearly keyed to survey questions.  The specifics are as follows:

Pre-Election Baseline Survey

Variables from the pre-election baseline survey begin with the letter 'A' and are keyed to questions in that survey. For example, variable AQ1 is a variable based on data gathered from question 1 of the pre-election baseline survey.  When using the PANELAGG.POR or FILE3JULY2002.POR data sets, weighting the data with the variable AWGTGB will yield the pre-election data for a representative national sample.

Post-Election Survey - The Traditional BES 

The post-election survey is composed of two components: (i) the pre-post election panel; (ii) a 'top-up' component used to help produce a large representative national survey.  Post-election variables begin with the letter 'B' and are keyed to the questions in that survey.  For example, variable BQ6D is a variable based on data gathered from part D of question 6 of the post-election survey.  When using the XSECTION.POR data set, weighting the data with the variable POSTOCTW will yield a post-election representative national sample.  Note that many of the demographic questions on the post-election survey (Q72 onwards) were asked only of top-up respondents, since they had already been asked of panel respondents in the pre-election wave.  So, for example, in order to obtain a representative cross-section on the variable “Do you regard yourself as belonging to any particular religion?” the user will need to combine the results from AQ44a and BQ77a.
Pre-Post Election Panel Survey

To access the pre-post-election panel data, use the data sets PANELAGG.POR or FILE3JULY2002.POR.  Filter with the variable PREPOST and select respondents coded 1.  Weighting with the variable BPANWGT yields a representative national sample.

Post-Election Mailback Questionnaire

Variables from the post-election mailback questionnaire begin with the letter 'C' and are keyed to the questions in that questionnaire.  For example, variable CQ32E is a variable based on data gathered from part E of question 32 in the post-election mailback questionnaire.  With the XSECTION.POR, PANELAGG.POR or FILE3JULY2002.POR data sets, use the filter variable MAILFILT and select respondents coded 1.  Weighting with the variable MAILWGT yields a representative national sample.

Follow-Up  Telephone Survey

The follow-up telephone survey was conducted in the late autumn of 2002, and it is composed of two groups: (a) panel respondents who participated in the 2001 post-election face-to-face survey; (b) a top-up group of new respondents.  Variables from the follup-up telephone survey begin with the letter 'D' and are keyed to questions in that survey.  For example, variable DQ14B is a variable based on data gathered from part B or question 14 in the follow-up survey.  The follow-up respondent filter is DMIDRESP and the follow-up weight is DMIDWGT.  For the subset of follow-up survey respondents who are 2001-follow-up survey panelists, the fitler is DMIDTERM and the weight is DPMIDWGT. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT HAROLD CLARKE:

email address: hclarke@utdallas.edu

