Independent success in local executive elections: analysis of the results of the 2005 English mayoral elections
Kazuaki Nagatomi

PhD student at the Department of Politics, The University of Sheffield

K.Nagatomi@sheffield.ac.uk
Two dimensions of elections
	
	Legislative elections
	Executive elections

	National elections
	Parliamentary elections
	(Presidential elections)

	Local elections
	Local council elections
	Mayoral elections


Hypothesis
Institutional conditions

National v Local: Smaller size of the electorate (and lower turnout)

Legislative v Executive: System allowing of concentration of resources

Behaviour of actors

National v Local: Second-order elections

Legislative v Executive: Divided government

↓
Independent candidates have better chance at local executive elections.
Mayoral elections until 2004
	Date
	Local authority
	Elected (Affiliation)

	May 2000
	Greater London
	Livingstone (Independent)

	May 2002
	Doncaster
	Winter (Labour)

	
	Hartlepool
	Drummond (Independent)

	
	Lewisham
	Bullock (Labour)

	
	Middlesbrough
	Mallon (Independent)

	
	Newham
	Wales (Labour)

	
	North Tyneside
	Morgan (Conservative)

	
	Watford
	Thornhill (Liberal Democrat)

	October 2002
	Bedford
	Branston

(Better Bedford Independent Party)

	
	Hackney
	Pipe (Labour)

	
	Mansfield
	Egginton (Independent)

	
	Stoke-on-Trent
	Wolfe (Mayor 4 Stoke)

	June 2003
	North Tyneside
	Arkley (Conservative)

	May 2004
	Greater London
	Livingstone (Labour)


2005 Doncaster Mayoral election
	Candidate (Affiliation)
	First preference votes
	Total votes

	Winter* (Labour)
	40,015
	45,742

	Maye (Independent)
	27,304
	37,308

	Bartlett (Conservative)
	12,533
	

	Credland (Community Group)
	10,263
	

	Cooper (Independent)
	7,773
	

	Owen (British National Party)
	6,128
	

	Rolt (Green Party)
	4,930
	

	Total
	108,946
	


2005 general election in Doncaster
	Constituency

Political party
	Don
Valley
	Doncaster
Central
	Doncaster
North
	Total

	Labour
	19,418
	17,617
	17,531
	54,566

	Conservatives
	10,820
	6,489
	4,875
	22,184

	Liberal Democrats
	6,626
	7,815
	3,800
	18,241

	British National Party
	
	1,239
	1,506
	2,745

	Community Group
	
	
	2,365
	2,365

	UK Independence Party
	
	1,191
	940
	2,131

	English Democrats
	
	
	561
	561

	Total
	
	
	
	102,793


2005 Hartlepool Mayoral election
	Candidate (Affiliation)
	First preference votes
	Total votes

	Drummond* (Independent)
	14,227
	16,912

	Richardson (Labour)
	5,527
	6,707

	Cameron (Independent)
	4,272
	

	Allison (Local Man, Local Issues, Hartlepool First)
	3,765
	

	Kaiser (—)
	2,701
	

	Lauderdale (Independent)
	1,821
	

	Pearson (Conservative)
	1,482
	

	Total
	33,795
	


2005 general election in Hartlepool
	Political party
	

	Labour
	18,251

	Liberal Democrats
	10,773

	Conservatives
	4,058

	We Want Our Country Back
	1,256

	Socialist Labour Party
	373

	Green Party
	288

	Independent
	275

	Official Monster Raving Loony Party
	162

	Total
	35,436


2005 North Tyneside Mayoral election
	Candidate (Affiliation)
	First preference votes
	Total votes

	Harrison (Labour)
	34,053
	40,460

	Arkley* (Conservative)
	35,467
	39,458

	Harvey (Liberal Democrat)
	12,761
	

	Batten (National Front)
	2,470
	

	Total
	84,751
	


2005 general election in North Tyneside
	Constituency
Political party
	North
Tyneside
	Tynemouth
	Total

	Labour
	22,882
	20,143
	43,025

	Conservatives
	7,845
	16,000
	23,845

	Liberal Democrats
	6,212
	6,716
	12,928

	Total
	
	
	79,798


2005 Stoke-on-Trent Mayoral election
	Candidate (Affiliation)
	First preference votes
	Total votes

	Meredith (Labour)
	27,253
	36,961

	Ibbs (Conservative)
	16,211
	23,130

	Wolfe* (Supporting Green Shoots)
	15,882
	

	Batkin (British National Party)
	15,776
	

	Chevin (Independent)
	4,505
	

	Harvey (Independent)
	1,955
	

	Falconer (Independent)
	1,368
	

	Total
	82,950
	


2005 general election in Stoke-on-Trent
	Constituency
Political party
	Stoke-on-
Trent Central
	Stoke-on-
Trent North
	Stoke-on-

Trent South
	Total

	Labour
	14,760
	16,191
	17,727
	48,678

	Conservatives
	4,823
	6,155
	9,046
	20,024

	Liberal Democrats
	4,986
	4,561
	5,894
	15,441

	British National Party
	2,178
	2,132
	3,305
	7,615

	UK Independence Party
	914
	696
	1,043
	2,653

	Veritas
	
	689
	805
	1,494

	Independent
	
	336
	
	336

	Socialist Alternative
	246
	
	
	246

	Total
	
	
	
	96,487


Swings between the mayoral and the Parliamentary elections in 2005
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Conclusion

Three Labour and an independent were elected.

Two incumbents were elected, but the other two failed.

Fewer votes for major political parties at mayoral elections.

More votes for independent and minor political parties at mayoral elections.

Limitation: Lack of survey data
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