‘It is a difficult task to provide narration, insight and explanation of the 2005 British general
election. This book pulls it off splendidly by aptly blending accounts of key events and
thorough interpretation. The reader is offered detailed descriptions and analyses of the
main factors that produced Blair’s third mandate. Theoretically driven interpretation

of political events, clear data analysis, and attention to the long-term perspective make
Britain at the Polls 2005 a thoroughly rewarding read for both specialists and lay readers

alike both in the UK and abroad’.

Paolo Bellucci, Universita di Siena, Italian National Election Study

The Editors

John Bartle is a senior lecturer in
the Department of Government at the
University of Essex and a member of

the advisory board for the current British

Election Studies. He is co-editor of
three books: (with Ivor Crewe and Brian
Gosschalk) Political Communications:
Why Labour Won the 1997 General
Election (1998), (with Dylan Griffiths)
Political Communications Transformed:
From Morrison to Mandelson (2001),
and (with Simon Atkinson and Roger
Mortimore) Political Communications:
The General Election of 2001 (2002).

Anthony King is co-author with David
Butler of two Nuffield College election
studies (for 1964 and 1966), author of
Britain Says Yes: The 1975 Referendum
on the Common Market and Running
Scared: Why America’s Politicians
Campaign Too Much and Govern Too
Little, co-author with lvor Crewe on
The Birth, Life and Death of the Social
Democratic Party and editor of The
New American Political System, New
Labour Triumphs: Britain at the Polls
1997 and Britain at the Polls 2001. He
was a member on the Committee on
Standards in Public Life (initially the
Nolan Committee, now the Neill
Committee) from 1994-98 and member
on the Royal Commission on the Reform
of the House of Lords (the Wakeham
Commission) from 1999-2000.

To Buy

Please order from your usual bookshop,
or direct from:

Marston Book Services
160 Milton Park

P.O. Box 269

Abingdon

Oxon. OX14 4YN, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1235 465500

Fax: +44 (0)1235 465556
Email: direct.orders@marston.co.uk

For more information about this book or to
receive a catalogue of CQ Press books,
please contact:

CQ Press
P.O. Box 317 | |
Oxford OX2 9RU

Tel: +44 (0)1865 865466 CQ PRESS
Fax: +44 (0)1865 862763 —_

Email: sue.miller@oppuk.co.uk

To Order an Inspection Copy

Lecturers wishing to consider Britain at the
Polls 2005 for use on a course should email
their details to: cqpress@oppuk.co.uk. Please
let us know the name of the course, when it is
due to start, and how many students you
anticipate taking it. You will be sent the book
on 30 days approval, and a questionnaire to
complete about it. After that time you must
either adopt it (in which case you may keep
the book free of charge), return the book in
mint condition, or pay for it.

WWW.Cpress.com

Edited by

JOHN BARTLE Anpo ANTHONY KING

4

¥ &

Contributors
Nicholas Allen
lvor

britain
at e
OIS
2003

‘A fresh insight into the 2005 general election,
both what happened and, above all, the
significance for the direction of British
politics in the Blair and post-Blair eras, with
the added twist of views from the US as well.

Peter Riddell, Chief Political Commentator of
The Times, and author of The Unfulfilled Prime
Minister: Tony Blair’s Quest for a Legacy



Britain at the Polls 2005

‘The collection of essays assembled by Bartle and King provides

JOWN BAETLE wew ANTHONY KING

L = a thoughtful, lively, and stimulating account of the underlying
e b B[l[[ﬂm reasons for the historic third successive Labour victory as well
_‘:_;f: HI “]E as a broader assessment of developments in British politics
under the Blair government. With a first-class set of contributors,
P[]IIS this well-written and accessible volume will be essential reading
2““5 for all concerned with British elections, voting behaviour, and
party politics’.

Pippa Norris, Harvard University

Britain at the Polls 2005 continues the tradition of previous editions by providing incisive
commentary on the 2005 general elections in the United Kingdom. John Bartle joins
Anthony King and a group of eminent political experts to provide a measured analysis of
the key issues and events that affected the election results.

Contributors examine the behaviour and performance of each of the main political parties,
look at the impact of regional political parties in the UK, assess the role of the media, and
analyse how events on the international stage, such as Iraq, affected the election results.
The result is an authoritative and readable guide to the intricacies and outcomes of the
2005 election.

‘General elections are public events that deserve rigorous scrutiny — but seldom receive
it. The Britain at the Polls series provides the model for how elections should be
analysed. It is political science at its best: thorough but not dry; serious yet accessible;
trenchant but not mendacious. The latest volume, covering the 2005 general election,
provides a compelling portrait of a contest in which each of the three main parties
claimed to be heartened by the outcome - but which, in truth, disappointed them all, and
left each uncertain about its future’.

Peter Kellner, YouGov

‘Anthony King and John Bartle have assembled a stellar group of essays on the 2005
British elections, with fresh, discerning analyses, among others, of new media,
federalism, intra-party conflict and changing attitudes about America and Europe. As
good as these essays are, the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. Together they
explain how a disliked Prime Minister beat an outmoded opposition by taking his
punishment and promising not to run again’.

Samuel L. Popkin, University of California, San Diego
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