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‘A fresh insight into the 2005 general election,
both what happened and, above all, the
significance for the direction of British
politics in the Blair and post-Blair eras, with
the added twist of views from the US as well’.

Peter Riddell, Chief Political Commentator of 
The Times, and author of The Unfulfilled Prime
Minister: Tony Blair’s Quest for a Legacy

‘It is a difficult task to provide narration, insight and explanation of the 2005 British general
election. This book pulls it off splendidly by aptly blending accounts of key events and
thorough interpretation. The reader is offered detailed descriptions and analyses of the
main factors that produced Blair’s third mandate. Theoretically driven interpretation 
of political events, clear data analysis, and attention to the long-term perspective make
Britain at the Polls 2005 a thoroughly rewarding read for both specialists and lay readers
alike both in the UK and abroad’. 
Paolo Bellucci, Università di Siena, Italian National Election Study  



‘The collection of essays assembled by Bartle and King provides
a thoughtful, lively, and stimulating account of the underlying
reasons for the historic third successive Labour victory as well 
as a broader assessment of developments in British politics
under the Blair government.  With a first-class set of contributors,
this well-written and accessible volume will be essential reading
for all concerned with British elections, voting behaviour, and
party politics’. 
Pippa Norris, Harvard University

Britain at the Polls 2005 continues the tradition of previous editions by providing incisive
commentary on the 2005 general elections in the United Kingdom. John Bartle joins
Anthony King and a group of eminent political experts to provide a measured analysis of
the key issues and events that affected the election results.

Contributors examine the behaviour and performance of each of the main political parties,
look at the impact of regional political parties in the UK, assess the role of the media, and
analyse how events on the international stage, such as Iraq, affected the election results.
The result is an authoritative and readable guide to the intricacies and outcomes of the
2005 election.

‘General elections are public events that deserve rigorous scrutiny – but seldom receive
it. The Britain at the Polls series provides the model for how elections should be
analysed. It is political science at its best: thorough but not dry; serious yet accessible;
trenchant but not mendacious. The latest volume, covering the 2005 general election,
provides a compelling portrait of a contest in which each of the three main parties
claimed to be heartened by the outcome - but which, in truth, disappointed them all, and
left each uncertain about its future’. 
Peter Kellner, YouGov

‘Anthony King and John Bartle have assembled a stellar group of essays on the 2005
British elections, with fresh, discerning analyses, among others, of new media,
federalism, intra-party conflict and changing attitudes about America and Europe. As
good as these essays are, the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. Together they
explain how a disliked Prime Minister beat an outmoded opposition by taking his
punishment and promising not to run again’. 
Samuel L. Popkin, University of California, San Diego
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