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1. NGO Overview and Perspective

I

n contrast to the marginal role played by Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs) at the 1990 World Summit for Children, NGOs played a vital role in the preparatory processes (PrepComs) of the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on Children (UNGASS) and the event itself. This influence was acknowledged—even celebrated—in the statements of many government leaders and representatives who committed themselves to working more closely with civil society in the development and implementation of follow-up to the UNGASS, including National Plans of Actions (NPAs). On their part, NGOs made clear their interest in cooperating with governments, even as they push—indeed fight—for better policies, stronger laws, higher budgets, defense of rights and improved services for children.   

Organization

As the NGO Secretariat for the Special Session, the NGO Steering Group (of the NGO Committee on UNICEF) took responsibility for the organization and facilitation of all NGO events. Its most critical role, though, was to ensure that NGOs participated as fully as security and other UN rules would permit. This included assuring access to formal or government meetings and discussions of the plenary sessions, Committee of the Whole and the UN General Assembly. 

The NGO Steering Group organized a number of important activities, including: an Orientation Session and very lively gala reception on the eve of the Special Session opening; three lunchtime plenaries; and daily NGO briefings where NGOs heard updates from the representatives of the Bureau of the Preparatory Committee (Bureau), UNICEF and the NGO Committee on UNICEF, and were given the opportunity to find their footing and express their views.  The NGO Steering Group also coordinated nine daily regional caucuses and 15 oral statements presented by NGOs before the Committee of the Whole and the General Assembly. The Group facilitated over 80 workshops and side events and worked closely with another NGO grouping, the Child Rights Caucus.  

A major activity of the NGO Steering Group was the publication of the daily NGO newspaper, On the Record for Children (OTR). Inaugurated during the second PrepCom, it kept the issues alive with electronic versions between meetings. Lively, informative and hard-hitting, OTR articulated a strong NGO voice. Covering the issues closest to NGOs, OTR found a way to dive deep into closed government negotiations, and managed—accurately by most accounts—to let NGOs know about the debates and resolutions taking place around the most sensitive issues in the Outcome Document. From its first day in business, OTR ensured, and encouraged, the full participation of young journalists, with training workshops and turning over several whole issues to their editorial content. 

The NGO Steering Group organized a “living” up-to-the-minute Commitment Chart to track pledges of governments, NGOs and other non-state participants as they were announced at the Special Session. (see pages 29-35). Projected on a screen in the exhibit, or “neck” area of the UN basement and nearby to several key conference rooms, the chart ran continuously and was regularly updated as new commitments were reported. Over 20 government commitments were captured and many NGOs brought their own commitments to be included. The NGO Committee on UNICEF is planning to work further on the chart and disseminate it widely to NGOs with the hope and expectation that it will serve as a monitoring and advocacy tool to gather new commitments and chart the progress of NPAs. OTR and the Commitment Chart can be found at www.ngosatunicef.org
Participation and Perspective

NGO participation in the UNGASS was unprecedented in a number of ways. First was the record attendance—for a child-focused event—of over 1,700 NGO representatives PreCom, double the number attending PrepCom Three, and way beyond all expectations.  Second, the NGO contingent included not only those accredited by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), as is customary at UN conferences, but also national partners of UNICEF. This meant that many grassroots NGOs that would not normally have a voice in the UN were able to offer their experiences and witness the complexity of working with the UN. “You are the NGOs who really know what you are talking about,” said Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of UNICEF, in her informal welcome statement at the NGO reception. 

“We have come a long way in the past eighteen months,”  Ambassador Patricia Durrant, Chairperson of the Bureau, told the NGOs. She said the language of the Outcome Document, A World Fit for Children, was carefully crafted to take account of many contributions that included those of NGOs at the national, regional and international level.  

And third was the participation of over 400 children and young people, many of whom were members of NGO delegations. Under 18-s were not tokens or fixtures. They were very much seen and heard as they participated in roundtables, side events, plenaries and addressed the General Assembly as well as held their own highly successful “adults keep out” Children’s Forum (see page 27).

As one NGO participant said, “it is both jarring and rewarding to see so many people under 18 walking around the halls and expressing themselves so confidently and convincingly in meetings. This is a constant reminder of why I am here.” The young people’s statements and declarations sent a message that was loud and clear: “Our views are important. It is our lives and our futures you are talking about. We want to be part of that dialogue and part of the decision-making, including developing National Plans of Action (NPAs).” Kofi Annan, the Secretary General of the UN, told NGOs, “If we are to live up to the title of the Outcome Document and build a World Fit for Children, the voices of young people must be heard and their demands for concrete actions be taken seriously.”

In addition to organizing their own side events, NGOs participated actively in events organized by UN agencies, governments and other constituencies.  They made contacts, networked and exchanged information, always among the most valuable outcomes of UN meetings. NGOs coalesced around specific issues, including girls, early childhood education, HIV/AIDS, child and youth participation, children in armed conflict and of course child rights.  The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) was, in fact, the most central and unifying theme among most NGOs. It entered nearly every discussion in the NGO plenaries and other events and throughout the strong, mobilizing work of the Child Rights Caucus.  

But many NGOs were also frustrated with both access to the process and with the final content of the Outcome Document. All negotiations were off limits to NGOs, creating a sense of isolation from the ‘real work’ of the Session.  “If they are going to operate behind closed doors,” said Mary Diaz, Co-Chair of the NGO Steering Group, “there needs to be better briefings about what is happening.”  In addition, many NGOs said that it was both unfair and unproductive to be asked to implement the Outcome Document without greater participation and/or information.

NGOs came to the UNGASS hopeful that the near universal ratification of the CRC and the growing worldwide movement for child rights would be reflected in the content of the document. But they left disappointed by the weak language on the CRC and several rights-related issues, including child labour, financial resources, juvenile justice, and most especially sexual and reproductive health.

The lone substantive paragraph in the document on the CRC states: “The Convention on the Rights of the Child and its optional protocols contain a comprehensive set of international legal standards for the protection and well-being of children.” This sentence, according to Jo Becker, spokesperson of the Child Rights Caucus, “merely states what the Convention is and gives no indication of its significance as the global standard for children.”  In addition, the failure to mention the CRC at all in relation to national plans of action will make it more difficult to integrate the plans of action with implementation of the Convention. 

Many NGOs, including a group from the US, held the United States delegation, in collaboration with a small group of allies, including the Vatican and several Islamic countries, responsible for the weakening of the document. Other US NGOs worked in close collaboration with the US delegation to push for explicit language on abstinence (promoting) and abortion (prohibiting). While they did not succeed in including this regressive language, the final compromise text is viewed by many as indeed “compromised”. It reduces sexual and reproductive health to a “health” issue and mentions not at all the right to services that include information, counseling and sex education. 

Where do we go from here? Action, compliance, follow-up, watchdog, and monitoring were key words repeated throughout the UNGASS as NGOs were urged to push, track and make sure the promises are kept. The Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Kofi Annan, told NGOs, “You must keep us on our toes.” NGOs take these exhortations with the utmost seriousness and already know their role is a difficult one. With little resources, they must build coalitions and collaborate around monitoring and holding governments accountable for the commitments made at the UNGASS.  But NGOs are insisting that criteria, as it is established for the development of NPAs, call in civil society, including NGOs and young people. And finally, NGOs themselves must make and honor their own commitments, taking a new look at how they involve children and young people in their activities, organization and leadership.
NGO Participation at the Special Session

Number of NGOs registered



   699


ECOSOC




   331


In Partnership with UNICEF


   368


45% from developing countries


55% from industrialized countries

Number of NGO representatives registered

1,732


Adults





1,511


Children under 18



   221

Registered NGOs and NGO Representatives by Region

Region/Country
NGOs
NGO

       Countries



Representatives

CEE/CIS 
31
64
12

East Asia and Pacific

30

90
11

Eastern and Southern Africa

36

85
12

Middle East and North Africa

45

76
15

South Asia


46

95
  5

Latin America and Caribbean 

76
        189
22

Western and Central Africa

50

91
16

Industrialized countries
     North America

213
597
  24

    Europe 
172
445



Total



        699
 1,732


 117

2. Orientation and Reception

(Tuesday, 7 May )

N

GOs heard from several speakers during the Orientation Session as well as received briefings on passes, NGO events, attendance statistics, and detailed instructions about security. 
Ambassador Patricia Durrant, Chairperson of the Bureau of the Preparatory Committee of the Special Session, spoke to NGOs about the continuity between, before and after-events leading up to the UNGASS and follow up. She said that close collaboration between the Bureau and UNICEF was a key part of the process. The Bureau had been encouraged by UNICEF to invite those NGOs with a collaborative relationship and partnership with UNICEF, but were not accredited to ECOSOC, to participate in the PrepCom meetings and the Special Session.

An unprecedented number of NGOs, including young people in their delegations, have been involved in the process since its inception, she said, participating in both national and regional consultations. “We have come a long way in the past eighteen months.”  The language of the Outcome Document was carefully crafted to take account of a large number of contributions. This included several regional meetings, proposals and suggestions of delegations, end-decade reviews of governments, consultations conducted with other UN agencies and NGOs at the national, regional and international level.  

KUL GAUTAM, Deputy Executive Director UNICEF, pointed out that this Special Session was “special” in a number of ways. It was the first-ever official UN General Assembly Special Session on Children.  It included the presence of 60 top government leaders as well as a number of parliamentarians and mayors. He also noted the unprecedented number of NGOs as well as 400 children who would be participating in every aspect of the Special Session. “So many children, he said are actually being “seen and heard.” 

The Special Session is also a logical part of an evolutionary process. It is a follow up to the 1990 World Summit on Children and a bridge between the Financing for Development meeting in Monterey, Mexico in the spring and the Sustainable Development Summit to be held in South Africa in the fall. “There is no sustainable development without children,” he said. The Outcome Document calls for new ways to generate financial resources for children in conjunction with reducing military expenses and arms trade. 

Mr. Gautum praised NGOs for their scope of activities, commitment and essential role in building the worldwide movement for the rights of children over the past 30 years. NGO action led to the landmine ban, debt relief and has played a big role in the Global Movement for Children. NGO perspectives are very important in the alternative reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. They bring attention to governments that work hard for children as well as to those who fall short. 
“NGOs are the court of public opinion,” he said, urging them to take seriously their responsibilities as watchdogs and constructive partners in every deep corner of the world. They have a role to monitor and to implement the Outcome Document. He also suggested that NGOs could translate and transform the document into one that is simple and exciting for children.

JO BECKER, facilitator of the Child Rights Caucus, presented the history and purpose of the Caucus. Formed at the first PrepCom, the Caucus is composed of more than a hundred international, national and grassroots NGOs who came together to strengthen the CRC perspective in the Outcome Document. The Caucus met daily during each PrepCom and the Special Session, communicating as well between sessions.   They produced several alternative texts to the Outcome Document, lobbied governments, produced several position papers, held a press conference and wrote an open letter to Tommy Thompson, Secretary of Education and head of the U.S. Delegation.

The Outcome Document, Ms. Becker said, was much improved from the World Summit for Children Goals in 1990 that focused solely on important but traditional areas of child development, such as health and nutrition, but with no attention to crosscutting areas rights-based areas, such as child labor or sexual exploitation and abuse and children in armed conflict.

The Caucus hoped that the Special Session would move the CRC to a place of prominence and its implementation to a place of global responsibility.  Although the current document does address these issues, it sidelines the CRC - the most comprehensive and ratified human rights treaty – and weakens many of the critical rights issues. (See NGO perspectives above)

The Child Rights Caucus underscores the need for far better commitment of resources that at least stay level with the goals of 20/20 initiative established in 1990, for stronger monitoring, and for a section that links follow up with implementation of the CRC. 

Reception

The NGO Committee on UNICEF hosted a gala reception on the eve of the Special Session opening. The festivities were complete with a spirited band, the Makinto International Band, playing jazz and African traditional music, ample international food and a minimum of speeches, including welcomes by Carol Bellamy, UNICEF Executive Director, Dr. Han Seung-soo, President of the UN General Assembly, an under-18 Representative from Croatia and several members of the NGO Committee on UNICEF.

The reception was also a perfect time to honor five stalwart and committed NGOs (representatives) who have served UNICEF and the NGO Committee on UNICEF with over 200 collective years of professionalism and leadership on behalf of children. They are: Sylvan Barnet (Rotary International) Rosalind Harris (International Social Service), Kate Katzki (International Council on Social Welfare), Gordon Klopf (World organization for Early Childhood Development) and Alba Zizzamia (World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations).

3.  Three Plenary Sessions—Going Forward

T

he NGO Steering Group organized three lunchtime plenary sessions for NGOs on the 8, 9, and 10 May. The plenaries covered a wide range of issues affecting NGOs, including strengths and weaknesses of the Outcome Document, regional views on how to implement the Outcome Document, and an interactive dialogue with young people  reporting on the outcome of the Children’s Forum. All three plenaries were filled to capacity and generated much lively discussion. 
Plenary One: Broad-Based NGO Approaches

(Wednesday, 8 May, 2002)

 This NGO plenary focused on NGO perspectives on the draft Outcome Document, on moving forward on implementation, on the role of NGOs in developing and monitoring NPAs linked to the CRC.  The plenary was addressed by the Secretary General of the UN.

KOFI ANNAN, Secretary General of the UN, told the NGOs that the United Nations was founded in the name of “We the People”.  The NGO community and civil society are a complement to governments in pursuing the UN agenda and are vital partners in implementing the aims and goals of the Special Session on Children.

 “We work together for the common good of our children and our future,” he said. “Without you we cannot do what we do.” He said that there is no more debate over the place of NGOs in UN system.  “You are indispensable.” He suggested that successes in treating children as zones of peace be transformed into treating children as ‘zones of consensus’ everywhere and at all times.

The Secretary General said that the Special Session is a milestone in terms of participation of young people. “Never before so many children participated in UN activities or addressed the UN General Assembly. This is right and necessary. If we are to live up to the title of the Outcome Document and build a world fit for children, the voices of young people must be heard and their demands for concrete actions be taken seriously. And when the Special Session is over, the UN will look to NGOs to act as watchdogs and monitor promises made. “You must keep us on our toes,” he said.

Following the Secretary General’s presentation, a panel of six NGOs engaged in a rights-focused discussion about the strengths and weakness of the Outcome Document and how NGO can be involved in follow up and monitoring.  Jo Becker of Human Rights Watch moderated the discussion and panelists were NGOs from different regions and different areas of work. They included: Youssef Hajjar (Arab Resource Collective, Cyprus); Dean Hirsch (World Vision International); Marjorie Kabuya (Christian Children’s Fund, Kenya); Mr. Sandiyao Sebastian (Malaysian Council for Child Welfare, Malaysia) and Ms. Magaly Pineda from Latin America.

The discussion ranged widely across many topics incorporated in or related to the Outcome Document—education, HIV/AIDS, child labour and child rights, resources and accountability. 

Overall, the panel expressed the view that the document was weak in its affirmation of the CRC as a global standard for children’s rights and logical starting point and centerpiece of any international plan of action for children. 

The panel also criticized the document’s weak position on adolescent and reproductive health education and services, and juvenile justice.  They expressed the view that the document could have been stronger in advocating increased government resource allocations to meet goals in promoting early childhood education interventions, programmes for street children, children with disabilities, and children in armed conflict. In terms of education, it was noted that despite the 1990 Jomtien Declaration, 125 million children are still out of school, and that even when access is not an issue, quality of education and gender focus were still major problems to overcome. 

Panelists portrayed the Outcome Document as strong in its advocacy for partnerships, especially in participation of children and women, and in its emphasis on child protection issues such as child labor and sexual exploitation.

There was general consensus that NGOs have a strong role to play in advocating, putting pressure on governments to provide resources to implement the aims and goals of the document. The panel also felt that NGOs were in a unique position to help elaborate NPAs and to develop tools and guidelines for a monitoring process linked to monitoring the CRC.

Plenary Two: Regional Approaches 


(Thursday, 9 May, 2002)

The second NGO Plenary highlighted government and NGO commitments at the regional and national levels and discussed how NGOs can work as partners with governments to develop and monitor plans of actions. Panelists represented the nine regions of the NGO Committee on UNICEF as it is being restructured.

East Asia:  Ming Viado (PLAN International, Philippines), described the restructuring process of the NGO Committee on UNICEF. It is moving from a bi-polar committee based in New York and Geneva to a committee of 9 regions that correspond to those of UNICEF and includes grassroots NGOs. This new structure, she said, could better support implementation of the Outcome Document. 

South Asia:  Razia Ismail (Women’s Coalition for Peace and Development, India), highlighted the problems facing child development in South Asia. “We must look at children as resources not as liabilities,” she said. Budgets for children are constantly jeopardized as more funds are spent on economic reforms and less on child development. She emphasized the need in South Asia to establish a stronger rights perspective and to respect the rights of all children, regardless of their politics and origins, and the need to safeguard investment and to make people accountable.

Middle East: Essam Ali (NGO Coalition on the Rights of the Child, Egypt), highlighted four major regional challenges and their impact on the agenda for children.  These included:  1. living under occupation and economic sanctions, which make achieving the goals of the Outcome Document especially difficult; 2.exclusion and discrimination of children who suffer from disabilities, from poverty and from gender discrimination; 3.a lacking clear policy for child protection or long-term strategy for juvenile justice; 4. a very restricted relationship between civil society and decision-making institutions.

East Africa: Joyce Umbima  (Kenya Alliance for Advancement of Children, Kenya), cited HIV/AIDs as the major challenge for child development. NGOs have formed individual alliances on education, HIV/AIDs and health, she said. But the challenge for NGOs is to bring these individual alliances together to form sub-regional and an African Regional coalition.

West Africa: Moussa Sissoko (Coalition Malienne des Droits de L’Enfant), also mentioned the challenge of bringing children’s voices to adults. He mentioned the contribution of African civil society and the International Movement on Children to the Outcome Document. 

CEE/CIS: Diana Nistorescu (Federation of NGOs Active in Child Protection), described the mobilization and building of a strong NGO network in her region. This resulted from a series of consultations in the region which built on each other and included adoption of a document entitled, “A Region Fit for Children”, a website and a regional network composed of representatives from 27 countries, international NGOs, a group of trans-national NGOs and UNICEF. 

Western Europe: Ellen Mouravieff-Apostol (International Federation of Social Workers, Geneva), highlighted problems of discrimination against those who wish to enter Europe with lower incomes and living standards, including refugees. She stated the need to work with governments and parliamentarians to improve this situation. Though the concept of child rights is accepted, hopelessness and violence continues to brew in this part of the world.

North America: (US and Canada): Martin Scherr, (Child Welfare League of America, U.S.), described the lack of knowledge and misinformation about the CRC in the United States. There are misguided perceptions that giving rights to children means taking rights away from adults and families. Although ratification is not imminent, he proposed a strategy to educate organizations and the public. He also proposed a regional forum on the CRC in six months to a year and he mentioned that a sub-group has already begun meeting and organizing around these issues.

Latin America: Jorge Freyre (Gurises Unidos, Uruguay), described issues affecting children, including child labour, internal displacement, armed conflict and migration. He said that NGOs in the region can contribute through law; through a methodology for implementing the CRC; by linking support and assistance for children with help to families; and generating ideas and advocate for increased financial support to children. 

Plenary Three: Moving the Children’s Agenda Forward 

(Friday, 10 May, 2002)

This plenary was an interactive dialogue between five under-18 representatives and the audience to address the future of children’s participation. The adult consensus at the close of the plenary was that “We, the adults, need capacity building in learning how to listen to children.”

Tiana Tosic, from Serbia argued that there is a “missing link” between young people and their governments. NPAs are developed by small groups of adults without the participation of young people, she said. Tiana suggested that schools of democracy be created so youth can be involved in the process of creating NPAs. She also felt the media can play a great role in promoting child participation.  “The enthusiasm of young people should be heard,” she said. “We are a powerful machine and should be cared for”.

Gilbert Oudraogo, from Burkina Faso, spoke about the Outcome Document that says, “We should help children who face the worst situations.” He reached out to ask for help in making sure this happens.  Gilbert felt very strongly that the next ten years be used to make sure that youth participate in making changes for the better.   “If I achieve my goal many children will improve”, he said, “and I want you to put that in the Outcome Document”.  

Bala Subramanyam, from India, talked about his role in building a children’s union, which started 13 years ago when he was seven and a working child. People made fun of the effort and said that children cannot participate. Now, 13 years later, determination and commitment have shown that change is possible.  Bala reminded the audience that over 300 children from around the world have joined together at the UNGASS to show adults they can participate and they have.  He said that children are capable of representing themselves and that children can help adults to build a new world.  

Rigoberto Morales, from Guatemala, said that adults need not only to hear what children think and want, but also to implement their suggestions. More funding is needed for advocacy sessions to prepare children to participate on a greater level. Youth need to be a part of future decision-making processes, he said.  But he was worried that many young people would go back to their countries, and their voices would be silenced or ignored. “We must ensure that this does not happen,” he urged, but “unfortunately the last word is always with the adults.”  

Janlisbert Velasco, from Venezuela, shared her concern that NGOs and governments are hearing but not really listening. She shared some outcomes of the Children’s Forum, including an evaluation that was created to look at the achievements and weaknesses of the Forum. As a part of action plans, Janlisbert felt that new working strategies need to be established.  “We need more resources, more communication, to promote participation and leadership in children,” she said.  She said that youth are only too conscious of their problems; they are also present in planning, monitoring, evaluating, and strategizing.  “We are a part of a solution and must be recognized.” Adults need to show they trust the abilities of young people.  “Be patient and have trust”, she urged.  As did several other speakers, she expressed the fear that that the children’s document produced at the Forum would not be taken in to account and asked everyone to make a commitment”

Adult Responses

Bill Bell of Save the Children UK said that a major challenge to children’s participation is adult resistance and fear of change.  Many obstacles remain in terms of adult attitudes and their inability to relate to children. He said that NGOs need to go back (to the national levels) in order to go forward. This is where real change must happen -- by getting youth involved. Adults need to listen carefully to the needs of children; strengthen child-led organizations; give funding to support capacity building and create spaces for children to participate on their own terms.  All children need to be involved.  “Are we ready to be true partners with children?” he asked.

Senator Langdon Pearson from Canada expanded on this theme and said that we must remember that children will one day be adults and that adults were once children.  The problem is that adults tend to lose their child-like nature, only creating greater challenge in relating to young people.  

4. Regional Caucuses

Only three regional caucuses sent in their report. They are:

Middle East and North Africa Caucus

Attendance was uneven and the meetings reflected the volatility of the region itself. Israeli delegates were asked to leave and discussion followed regarding an oral statement to be presented by one of its participants, DCI from Palestine, to the Committee of the Whole and whether it could be presented in the name of the caucus. They finally agreed that whoever wanted to sign onto the statement should do so.  Many regional NGOs refused to participate in the caucus, saying that it was a waste of time and effort.

The caucus rejected UNICEF’s suggestion that they should coordinate with the Arab League around the development of NPAs and said that they wanted to do this independently.  Contact: Essam Ali at Essali@hotmail.com
North American Caucus

Well-attended meetings took place over the three days of the UNGASS.  Approximately 75 people participated, including about 10 representatives of Canadian NGOs and about 65 US NGOs.  Marty Scherr of Child Welfare League of America and Jill Christiansen, Education International convened the meetings. Discussion was lively and included a number of issues:

· Daily reports on the status of government negotiations on the outcome document.

· Report and discussion about the US delegation briefings; most people felt that they were programmed and scripted “window-dressing.” The briefings did not provide an opportunity to exchange ideas or engage in open debate. NGOs present agreed that it was futile to try to change any minds, especially during the UNGASS.

· The Canadian groups expressed dismay at the behaviour of the US and that they would be available for consulting as the US government develops its National Plan of Action and as US groups work on strategies for implementing the CRC in the US.

· A wide range of ideas were discussed about how the American-based NGOs as well as other NGOs and delegations might influence the US delegation to accept positions more in line with those of Canada. Input included ideas such as picketing the US Mission, conversations with individual delegates, and encouraging other delegations to directly express their concern. 

· It was agreed that an open letter from the North American Caucus to the Delegates expressing specific concerns about the negotiations would be issued and sent to On The Record, the NGO Steering Group daily newspaper.

The caucus discussed how it might sustain itself after the UNGASS and to stay informed about the development of the NPAs and communicate with one another.  Absent any specific resource or formal structure, CWLA agreed to collect names/contacts and to keep all interested NGOs and individuals up to date on developments. To the maximum extent possible, they would also act as a coordinating group for US-based groups wishing to continue to promote the Convention on the Rights of the Child in the US.

On the last day, by request of UNICEF, some of the discussion focused on the future of the Global Movement for Children (GMC) and the role of the international secretariat, composed of NGOs.  The NGOs present expressed interest in UNICEF and GMC being more open to NGOs by increasing resources for the NGO Liaison Section of UNICEF.  There was a concern about the lack of access for NGOs during the UNGASS and that the GMC International Secretariat could have done more.  They appealed to UNICEF, as it receives the National Plans of Action, to report to NGOs regarding progress.  One NGO suggested that GMC and UNICEF prepare an annual report, which relates progress on the goals to the resources utilized. Contact Martin Scherr at martinscherr@cwla.org; or Jill Christiensen at Jillchristiensen@nea.org
South Asia Caucus

The caucus met daily, beginning 7 May. Members went out of their way to include children, inviting them into the process as full members. The child delegate Kanchan from CASP was asked to share information with other South Asian children at the UNGASS, to keep them posted on what was being discussed. For the country and regional follow-up, it was agreed that children from the UNGASS would be full members of the reporting and action planning, and that they would lead the effort to enlist the interest and involvement of other children in the region. 

The caucus agreed that a country-level process of reporting on the UNGASS and getting started on proposing priorities for national action plans (government and NGO) will begin at the end of May. A regional consultation to set in place further action plans and monitoring commitments is proposed for September-October 2002.

The prospects for a joint regional process and event to link with the expected end-year World Social Forum events in South Asia will be actively explored and pursued.

 A side event backed by the South Asia Caucus was the workshop on housing rights organized by Habitat International Coalition, with YUVA and HAQ Centre for Child Rights (all of whom are member-NGOs of this caucus and of the India Alliance for Child Rights. Contact: Razia  Ismail at Wecan@bol.net.in
5. Side Events

M

ore than 80 side events were organized by NGOs, including under 18’s.  They ranged from technical discussions to advocacy sessions, workshops and panels, interactive dialogues multimedia presentations, song, drawing, sign language and prayer. These events covered the issues of greatest concern to NGOs and roughly the same as those being deliberated at the “official” government and UN meetings. Because of the large number of NGO events, the NGO Steering Group could not cover them, and relied on the workshop organizers themselves to submit reports.  The following summaries are drawn from the 18 reports received and grouped by theme.

Infant and Child Health

Assessing the risk of HIV infection in breastfeeding. Encouraging NGO participation in GAVI. Preventing birth defects and infant mortality through global and regional alliances.

Infant Feeding in Resource-Poor Countries in the Face of HIV/AIDS (International Lactation Consultant Association, La Leche League, International, National Association for Breastfeeding Advocacy, World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action, Breastfeeding Network of India)

Panelists explored approaches to address the problem and risk of HIV mothers’ breastfeeding and urged careful analysis and thought before making decisions. Risk assessment, for example, demonstrates that even if Mother to Child Transmission (MTCT) is 30%, 20% is in-utero or intrapartum, which means only 10% of infants with HIV mothers will become positive from breastfeeding. In resource-poor countries, a much higher percentage will die from diarrhea and other infectious diseases if they are fed with artificial baby milk. Breastfeeding must be protected to prevent the extra morbidity and mortality from NOT breastfeeding. 

A UNICEF panelist clarified the UNAIDS recommendations that exclusive breastfeeding is recommended in settings where the use of artificial baby milk is not acceptable, feasible, affordable, sustainable, or safe. HIV-positive women also need to receive adequate support to enable them to make a fully informed infant feeding decision.   

NGOs Reaching Children with Lifesaving Vaccines in Partnership with the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI) (PATH, CARE International, Save the Children, UNICEF) 
This workshop discussed the important role of NGOs in immunization and how they can be more involved as partners in GAVI.  A new plan for NGO representation on the GAVI Board will include the creation of an NGO Forum consisting of 11 national and international NGOs, each representing a different region.

Participants shared individual concerns and experience in advocacy and fundraising efforts. For example, a Hong Kong representative met her region's lack of government funding through creating an extensive network in the entertainment industry to bring awareness to global health and development issues, and to spur the general public into making donations and volunteering.

Participants expressed interest in getting more involved in GAVI. They requested additional information such as contacts, meeting schedules or agendas in the specific regions.

 March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation: Focus on Babies: Online Resources and Global Partnerships for Healthy Babies   (March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation)
The mission of the March of Dimes is to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects and infant mortality.  This workshop described March of Dimes new global programs and its web-based educational resource to promote improvement of pregnancy outcomes worldwide. 

One successful example is an alliance with the de Waal Foundation to develop and implement a prenatal education program in Latin America.  Other initiatives include the development of prenatal education materials in the Newly Independent States, encouraging needs assessment and planning for public health genetics in China, and evaluating folic acid fortification of cereal products in Chile. The March of Dimes is committed to seeking additional international mission alliances and to providing reliable information on birth defects and pregnancy related issues to individuals and health care professionals worldwide.  All participants were encouraged to visit the March of Dimes Resource Center, (the Pregnancy and Newborn Health Information Center) at: www.marchofdimes.com and www.nacersano.org.

Early Childhood Development and Education (ECD)

“The role of parents as first teachers of their infants, must start right after the baby is born, Indicators for ECD must be clear about what they are measuring.”
Parents Education and Child Development (All-China Women’s Federation, ACWF)
The role of parents as first teachers of their infants, must start right after the baby is born, helping to develop the child’s brain through learning simple skills.  But many questions were raised about the process: Is the child happy or not while learning? How can early learning be linked to kindergarten and school education? Does every young child have equal access to education? How does the government support it?
A joint project of the ACWF and the Ministry of Education, China’s parent schools are voluntarily-built, school/community-based network at provincial, city, county, township and village levels. They offer different classes for newly married couples, pregnant women, parents of preschool and primary school children, parents of disabled children, single parents, etc. The core of parent education is to foster the child’s ability to seek knowledge, survive, and coexist and to behave well. 

Establishing Indicators for Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD):  Demystifying the Process  (Association for Early Childhood Education International, Early Childhood Consultative Group, World Organization of Early Childhood Education)

In developing indicators for ECCD, panelists laid out six irreducible needs/rights of young children (ongoing nurturance, physical protection and safety, developmentally appropriate experiences, limit setting, structure and expectations, stable, supportive communities and cultural continuity) and said that clarity must be established about the purpose of the indicators and what they are measuring. 

Current ECCD indicators for Education for All are inadequate, and new ones are being explored to include: coverage, access, and use; programme quality, political will, policy and financing; costs and expenditures; status of, or effects on children and parents. Indicators should be shared at the start of a project and should take into account different kinds of available national data. Panelists also noted that there is sometimes too much emphasis on indicators and not enough on children’s real progress. 
Education

76% of UNHCR-assisted education for refugee children is at primary school level and remains a big problem for adolescents.  User fees are a major constraint to the achievement of the goals of the Millennium Declaration and the World Fit For Children document. Leadership skills should be developed in schools.

Education in Emergencies (International Rescue Committee, CARE International and the Women's Commission for Refugee Women and Children)

There are an estimated 12 million refugee and displaced children of school age worldwide.  UNHCR provides education to 48% of school age children within the assisted refugee population of 6.9 million living mostly in the camps (Education of internally displaced children is far lower) 76% of UNHCR-assisted education serves for primary school and remains a big problem for adolescents. Girls are disadvantaged at all levels.

During the 1990’s, CARE Afghanistan served 21,000 rural children, 46 % of them girls. Key strategies that contributed to the project’s success included building on local norms, empowering communities to manage their own schools, advocacy with local authorities to accept girls' education (since the central authority was inflexible and forbade girls' education)

Akelo, an internally displaced girl from northern Uganda spoke about the situation in her community. She is a leader of a youth NGO involved in peer education, and also participated in a study on IDP girls and young women. She said that the IDP camp she is living in offers little protection, and that camp schools are often targets for abduction by the Lords Resistance Army, the terrorist rebel group. Impoverished IDP parents often prioritize boys for education and marry the girls off very young. 

Other points included the need to lobby with donors for financial commitment to education in emergencies; to provide more attention to adolescents; and to mainstream emergency education programmes rather than creating parallel systems.

Making Education & Health Free For All Children - An End To User Fees (CHER, the Coalition for Health and Education Rights)

User fees continue to deny children's right to basic education and health care and contradict international commitments to make education free and universal.  They are also a major constraint to the achievement of the goals of the Millennium Declaration and the World Fit For Children document.  CHER insists that it is time for governments of developing and donor countries and the World Bank to deliver on their obligations by developing clear and time bound strategies for free education and health care. Malawi, Tanzania and especially Uganda were singled out for successful abolition of user fees in education.

It is important to make the abolition of user fees a realistic, feasible, desirable and affordable option for developing country governments. That won't happen as long as free health and education remain a fringe issue promoted mainly by relatively small NGOs. Everybody pays lip service to the principle, but few if any of the big organizations and agencies take action. 

Focus on Education: Protecting Children from Exploitation and Preparing Tomorrow's Leaders (Armenian Relief Society)

A youth panelist from Armenia said that children need to be involved in decision-making and that schools need to equip young people with the skills to enable them to do so. This is currently not the case in Armenia.  

Families in Armenia are suffering from high economic stress, loss of traditional values and decreased family capacity to care for children. Another panelist said that the Armenian government is working with national and international organizations to strengthen families, schools, and the church for child protection. 

A panelist from the National Council of Negro Women said that by and large US schools do not develop leadership in children. The NGO supports students to develop leadership skills and assists parents and students to navigate the US education system to help students take advantage of the advancement opportunities education offers. 

The Open Society Institute, which promotes the development and maintenance of open societies, described two successful projects in education: 

· the Step-by-Step project, with a focus on community-based early childhood education, is active in 28 countries, and reaches more than one million children.

· Debate projects to develop leadership skills in young people through mostly school-based debate programmes. The project is active in over 30 countries reaching more than 70,000 students. In Kazakhstan, the project had a popular debate programme on TV. Parliamentarians asked debate clubs to review draft bills, and in the last 4 years 54 amendments suggested by youth debate clubs were passed. 

Girls

Home-based violence against girls seems to mirror the climate of war rampaging through the world.  Early marriage is the worst form of child labour.
Girls As Their Own Advocates: “A Girls’ Speak out”, (Working Groups on Girls of the NGO Committee on UNICEF)

Girls from Colombia, Israel, Palestine, El Salvador, Sierra Leone, the UK and USA were among the more than two dozen girls who “spoke out’ at this overflowing workshop. While each girl spoke in her own language about her own life and the conditions she faced, the theme of peace was clearly dominant. In their description of indigenous issues, legal discrimination, depression, suicide and drugs, displacement and poverty, each girl made an appeal for peace.   Peace, they said, is central to children who negotiate daily assault in schoolyards, home settings, institutions, and social attitudes. Home-based violence seems to mirror the climate of war rampaging through the world.  

Methods of the battlefield are transferred to child discipline said one girl from the UK. An adolescent girl from the US described a punitive system of detention in which staff training and resources are sorely lacking. Rich countries mask their failure to children while everyone is preoccupied with war, and child poverty is on the rise in the US. Where child poverty thrives, girls suffer disproportionately. The widespread victimization suffered through forms of domestic violence, trafficking for sex, were addressed by girls as they appealed to adults to respect and empower children. 

Girls described peer programs that have helped build their determination to change the world. A girl from Israel said that the core belief she tried to practice was:  “Never hold hatred in your heart for any human person, even if they have hurt you or you cannot understand their hatred for you.” And a girl from Palestine reminded the audience that the “horrendous has now become commonplace,” perhaps so commonplace that we only hear the horror.

Early Marriage in a Human Rights Context UNICEF, (UNFPA and the NGO Committee on UNICEF Working Group on Girls)

Early marriage is one of the most devastating problems facing many girls today, and often referred to as child labor at its worst.  A survey of five thousand young girls in Africa, Asia and the Middle East revealed that 50% were victims of early marriages, l7% below the age of l0 years.  These young girls are robbed of their childhood, unable to go to school, and  in many cases, even out of the house, living as fulltime slaves to their husbands and families.  

Early marriage and pregnancy are often synonymous as child wives are expected to have babies within the first 2l months of marriage. And this is at a time when their physical capacity is not up to the job of safe childbirth. During pregnancy, one out of l0 adolescent girls contracts Obstetric Fistula, that in nearly every case results in stillborn birth, frequent uncontrollable bladder and rectum that may lead to death or isolation, divorce, abandonment, ridicule and shame. According to WHO statistics, there are more than 2,000,000 cases of Fistula in the world and 50,000 to l00,000 new cases occur every year. One of the few existing treatment centers, in Addis Ababa, has a patient backlog of 400 years.

The CRC and CEDAW should be amended to include coverage of early-married girls. There needs to be greater awareness raising and lobbying about the harmful effects of early marriage and education of the couples themselves about birth control. Advocacy groups such as the Safe Motherhood Network, based in Nepal, are beginning to deal with this problem, and young girls are beginning to organize their own “lobbies” and to speak out whenever and wherever they can, such as the UN Special Session on Children 

Poverty

Poverty makes you especially vulnerable to violence. When kids see so much violence, they think it is okay. Poverty a time bomb and the first cause of war, with the poor as its first victims.
The Role of Children in Fighting Poverty   (NGO subgroup on NGO Sub-Committee for the Eradication of Poverty)

In sharing their personal experiences fighting poverty, five teenage speakers emphasized human respect and listening as ways to build peace. 

Racism is exacerbated by poverty in situations like health care, where April Gu, 17, a Chinese American girl saw poorly equipped hospitals being used by blacks, while whites tended to have access to state of the art medical facilities.

Malal Diam Sow, 15, from Senegal said that even when they can attend school, many children cannot learn because of their heavy responsibilities and worries for their families. He questioned why so few children attending this Special Session have the first-hand experience of missing out on education. “Without taking time to get to know the children who miss out, how can we imagine all the obstacles in their way, and how can we support their own efforts to learn?”

Nancy Fernandez, 17, a Puerto-Rican American, shared her experience volunteering with Habitat for Humanity in the State of Mississippi where she joined local residents to build affordable homes. “They made a lasting impression on me,” she said. “Singing, praying and sharing hope.”   We should have this kind of relationship with people who are homeless here in New York, mothers and brothers who are often left out of the conversation.”

Nicholas Ruggiero, 14,  spoke about gang violence where he lives in the U.S. and  described an international meeting where other kids talked about daily violence in their countries. Poverty makes you especially vulnerable to violence," he said.  "When kids see so much violence, they think it is  okay.  So when these children first arrived, they were edgy and aggressive toward the rest of us. But everyone made an effort to welcome them, and after a week they finally relaxed and made friends. You have to take risks to avoid a fight. If we all took those risks to look out for other people, we could really build peace."

Yannick Kabamba, age 17, Democratic Republic of Congo, called poverty a time bomb and the first cause of war, with the poor as its first victims.  Their children are the first ones taken to fight. Even if poverty is different on different continents, we have to find unity to help us solve the problem in all countries.” Yannick also spoke about the negative effect society’s attitudes can have on the poor: “If people tell me I’m not intelligent, maybe I can’t become intelligent because people told me I can’t.”

Micro-enterprise for Street Involved Youth – Linking Safe Health Practices and Economic Choices (Street Kids International)  

Participants shared their thoughts on the connections between economic choices available to street youth and programs existing to assist street youth including vocational training, health, advocacy, and micro credit.  The representative from ENDA indicated that the rights of children are important along with the money necessary for them to make a living and take care of their health.   Street Kids International collected contact information on all those who attended and offered to send the list to everyone at the round table.

Protection

There are one million youths incarcerated in prisons today, many in deplorable conditions. Trafficked children are commodities, an economic and/or sexual resource identified by financial transaction of business exchange.
Alternatives to Juvenile Detention (Defence for Children International, DCI)

Crimes can be prevented without any overall cost increase and with substantial collateral benefits through the use of alternatives to juvenile detention, according to this workshop. In many countries, though, detention remains the norm, and is even increasing.  One million youths are incarcerated in total today, many in deplorable conditions.

Despite a number of international legal standards, the political will to implement them is clearly lacking. The issue of juvenile justice has been overlooked in the UNGASS Outcome Document, which does not refer at all to the death penalty applied to juveniles. (The final document did contain one reference to the death penalty)

Poverty and racism account for a large portion of juveniles in conflict with the law. In Bolivia, for instance, a livelihood of cocaine manufacture and transportation is responsible for 80% of juvenile incarceration.  African Americans and Latinos make up 57 percent of New York's youth population, and 95 percent of youth entering detention.  The US overall has one of the highest rates of child incarceration, 33 per 100,000, twice that of Canada's and 33 times that of Costa Rica. 

New York City plans to expand its youth jails, said one speaker, despite the city’s budget crisis, and some civic leaders are choosing to cut school funding to pay for the further incarceration of youth. This is despite a new report citing a 28% decline in youth detention and the fact that most are incarcerated for nonviolent offenses. In one New York community-based prevention program, the recidivism rate is 22 percent, compared to a 72 per cent rate overall for youths in US prisons.

In France, increased insecurity is blamed on juvenile delinquency, the newly elected government plans to increase secured detention prisons, instead of community-based/unsecured alternatives.  

Since the latest Intifada, the Israeli government has arrested 700 Palestinian children whose predominant offense is stone throwing. Twelve to 14 year-olds can be detained for up to 6 years 

DCI is conducting a study, to record and highlight violations of the rights of children while in institutions, prisons and other facilities.  Particular focus is given to the improvement of prison conditions and the highlighting of policies which avoid putting children in prisons.  

Cross-border trafficking of child labor: a growing problem concerning the rights of the child (BICE-International Catholic Child Bureau)
In Mali and the Ivory Coast, trafficking is conducted for child labour in domestic, mining and plantation work.  These children are commodities, an economic and/or sexual resource identified by financial transaction of business exchange. Among the root causes, speakers pointed to poverty attacks on children on their way to school distant from their homes, lack of protection and security around frontier zones, lack of protection laws and deterrent sanctions. Participants explained how governments and NGOs are struggling to meet the challenge, citing examples of the agreement for co-operation between the governments of Mali and Ivory Coast.

Taking Charge! Youth Action Planning on Landmines and Small Arms (UNICEF, the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, The Quaker United Nations Office, Biting the Bullet, UNMAS, the Center for International Rehabilitation, the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Museum of Modern Art and Isamu Noguchi Garden Museum).  

Twelve youth from six countries participated including those from war-affected countries such as Colombia and Yugoslavia and from Baltimore, Maryland, the most small arms-affected city in the Unites States. The goal of this workshop was to provide an opportunity for youth to identify how to engage in actions in their communities and plan to take a creative action together as a group.  They were very interested in learning from each other’s experiences how the effects of small arms and landmines differed from country to country and in non-conflict and post-conflict contexts. But the discussion made clear that they had more learning to do about landmines and small arms.  In an art activity, facilitated by staff members from the Museum of Modern Art and the Isamu Noguchi Garden Museum, each youth painted, on fabric, their own symbols for peace.  The individual pieces of fabric were then attached with ribbon to create a single art piece symbolizing peace.  

A World Peace Flag Ceremony to Bless the Children of the World (Pathways to Peace, the World Peace Prayer Society and the United Religions Initiative at the UN)

This Multi media approach brought together speakers; a chorus; slide presentations, and visual demonstration of different perspectives on yellow cubes. Presentations were given by young people who had participated in peace efforts and three young people with disabilities who shared from their own experience the link between personal and world peace.

Child Participation

I have been working for children for many years and until I came here today, I never thought about putting children in charge 

Designing Successful Project Plans Involving Child Participation (Young People Assembly of San Mateo, California)

This was a real working session as three young organizers from Vietnam, Nigeria and Poland, shared ways for children to “parrot” or emulate adult projects, such as surveys or evaluations, and how balanced role could be established between adults and children in these projects and in their own organizations. The meeting   broke into work groups to look at and design projects for each of the 10 principles of the Say Yes Campaign. Six projects were selected to implement four principles.  An adult participant from the Cook Islands said: “ I have been working for children for many years and until I came here today, I never thought about putting children in charge” Various youth NGOs activities and potentials in aid of the children were examined. 

Youth NGOs Consultation for the UNGASS Follow Up (International Youth and Students Movement for the United Nations)

This workshop explored various youth NGOs activities and potentials and the opportunity to strategize for the UNGASS follow up actions. Some of the possibilities included coordinating activities such as list serve and surveys, forging partnerships, and convening follow up Youth NGOs Roundtable Sessions to exchange ideas on a much larger scale and documents. Since participants believe actions should start immediately, a proposal was made to recommend a revised paragraph 59 (related to follow up action) to be circulated and lobbied for inclusion into the Outcome Document.

Advocacy

Advancing Partnerships in Dissemination of Information and Advocacy on the Rights of the Child (African Children Broadcasting Network (ACBN)  

This interactive workshop promoting exchange of ideas and partnerships in disseminate info and advocacy on CR Rep of Nigerian legislature promised to support NGOs in March to realizing rights of the Nigerian child. Bills before legislation include: female traffic and child labour abolition of FGM.  In a workshop with members of Nigerian parliament, they promised to provide a forum for dialogue with children and with NGOs. There is a need to emphasise child participation in all aspects of national development; programmes much reach non-literate populations and promote increased sensitivities of families to sexual and reproductive rights affecting girls.

6. Oral Statements by NGOs before the UN General Assembly and Committee of the Whole 

O

ver the course of the Special Session, 15 NGOs presented oral statements before the UN General Assembly and Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole. Representing both international, national and community-based NGOs, they shared a wide variety of experiences, lessons, strong appeals and ongoing struggles to bring balance to a world that is “unjustly tilted against children”, as one activist characterized it. The speakers included two young women under 18.

The statements covered a range of issues, including education, child labour, children deprived of family care and juvenile justice. But two themes dominated the 15 presentations. The first was the importance of child rights and the CRC as the “cornerstone for all follow up action from the Special Session”. The second was the daily pervasive and crushing impact of violence on the lives of children—violence within conflict situations as well as violence caused by economic and social disparities, ethnic violence, including development-related displacement, sexual and domestic violence.  In Sierra Leone, for example, the war was “only five years on and our children had already imbibed a culture of violence”, said Christiana Thorpe of the Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE).

Speakers acknowledged many improvements in children’s lives over the past decade. Sixty-three countries achieved the World Summit for Children goal of reducing under-five mortality by one third; polio is on the brink of eradication and many other preventable diseases are being brought under control. But these achievements, said Dean Hirsch of World Vision International, are all but negated by the millions of children who continue to be violated, abused, trafficked, maimed and killed in war, and whose voices are unheard or ignored.  “A world that tolerates or approves any form of violence and abuse of children cannot be fit for children.”

The world is not fit for children, said the representative of Global March for Children, Kailash Satyarthi, “who are bought like animals, locked in factories and houses and…forced into beggary where their tiny organs are mutilated to gain more sympathy.” Nor, he said, is it fit for the “young girls trapped in the flesh trade, or the kids tied down on the backs of camels in the Gulf countries where the screaming of a child makes the camel run faster and his master is happy.” 

All speakers agreed that the international community, including NGOs, can and must do better.

· Trade negotiations and economic polices, increased resources, faster and deeper debt relief and high quality development assistance should be increased and give priority to countries prepared to promote and fulfil children’s rights.

· Tuition, textbook and stationery fees should be completely abolished in primary schools. 

· A comprehensive, multi-sectoral and child-sensitive juvenile justice system should be put in place, which fully reflects the CRC and the UN Standards, Rules and Guidelines, including the UN Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of Liberty. 

· In the CEE/CIS region, the system of institutional placement of children should be dismantled and replaced with support for family and childcare.

· Governments must not wait until more people die before recognizing the HIV/AIDS pandemic as one of the most urgent crises of our time. Governments must set aside their own political agendas, and subordinate them to the best interest of children. They must declare AIDS a disaster, prioritize and make specific commitments and allocate funds to preventive efforts. 

· Children and young people must become a central resource in decision making on issues which impact on their lives.  Involving and listening to children should be institutionalised in public policy making and programme delivery. 
NGOs pledged to keep working, in large and small ways, making their own commitments on behalf of children.  The Global March Against Child Labor, the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, the Global Health Council, the Global Movement for Children, the NGO Group on the CRC, the Child Rights Information Network, Global Network of Religions for Children, among others, are all initiatives of NGOs linking with others to provide leadership on important children’s issues.

And finally, the stirring words and brave actions of young people working often in dangerous situations cannot help but keep everyone going. Raising awareness about children's rights and responsibilities and encouraging the participation of other children, the Colombian Children's Movement for Peace is already cutting the first strands of “the big fat big rope of evil that is strangling the world,” 15 year old Mayerly Sanchez of the Children’s Movement offered this moving promise and plea to the world’s leaders. 

“The suffering in my country", she said, "does not demoralize or push us into groups that are doing harm in the world. We are the ones who will find ways to free the world from the rope of evil and hate that chokes it. And when we do, violence will sleep so deeply that it will never awaken again. The adults who still do not believe in us will no longer be able to cover their ears and cover the mouths of children so they cannot speak, because now there are people like you who can use their authority to lead the world in the best direction and help our dream flourish.”  

Names and Organizations of NGO Presenters

Mr. George Abu Al-Zulof, Defence for Children International

Mr. Burkhard Gnärig, International Save the Children Alliance

Ms. Mary Diaz, NGO Steering Group, NGO Committee on UNICEF 

Dr. Jorge Freyre, Guises Unidos, Uruguay

Mr. Dean Hirsch, World Vision International 

Ms. Stephanie Hudson, Under-18 Representative, World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, Costa Rica

Ms. Marjorie Kabuya, Christian Children’s Fund, Kenya

Ms. Josephine de Linde, ECPAT International 

Rev. Takeyasu Miyamoto, Arigatou Foundation, Japan

Ms. Diana Nistorescu, Federation of NGOs Active in Child Protection, Romania

Ms. Mayerly Sanchez, Under-18 Representative, The Hague Appeal for Peace

Mr. Kailash Satyarthi, Global March for Child Labour, India

Ms. Teresita Silva, Childhope, the Philippines

Ms. Christiana Thorpe, Forum for African Women Educationalists, (FAWE) 

Ms. Maja Uzelac, Centre for the Culture of Peace and Non-violence "Mali Korak”, Croatia

7. The Children’s Forum

(May 5-7, 2002)

A

 three-day Children’s Forum attended by over 350 children who participated on both government and NGO delegations preceded the Special Session.  The Forum was an opportunity for the children to discuss their views and opinions on the subjects under discussion at the Special Session and to prepare a statement to be read to the General Assembly on 8 May, the opening day. UNICEF and the Under 18 Participation Task Force organized the Forum.
During the 3rd PrepCom in May 2001, approximately 50 children and young people gathered in UNICEF House to discuss what they felt should be the key objectives of the proposed Children’s Forum.  While this was a small sample of under-18s, it was a significant starting point.  

The design of the process and agenda for the Forum was based on:

· Promoting the best interest of children

· Ensuring a meaningful and participatory event

· Providing children with a genuine opportunity to participate in their own way and on their own terms

· A process of discovery (personal and collective) which enables the assimilation of information (hear, see, do, discover)

Because the under-18 delegates could not be involved in the drafting of the agenda in advance of the meeting, they were given the opportunity to nave input into its content when they arrived. They did this in “home groups” designed as the ‘home community’ in which the delegates would remain during the Children’s Forum, the UNGASS and beyond. The groups were constituted according to language and region. 

Day One

Day one began with an opening ceremony, attended by the UN Secretary General, the Executive Director of UNICEF and other high-level dignitaries. 

The first session of the home groups provided an opportunity for the children and young people to get to know each other in a small group and give life to the idea of a 'community'.  This was also the time for them to share with their facilitator their expectations for the three days. Based on this information, the facilitators determined the themes of several Working Groups. Forum themes were education, armed conflict, participation, exploitation, abuse and violence, HIV/AIDS, poverty, health and environment -- partly determined by the expectations young people had expressed on their registration forms and the Voices of Youth website.  The theme of environment was added from the expectations expressed on day one.  

The afternoon plenary provided an opportunity for the delegates to share information about the Outcome Document, become familiar with the procedures of the Special Session, be introduced to the Rallying Call and the Say Yes campaign and have a media orientation. 


Day Two
Day two began with the selection of members of the Committee of Rapporteurs who would be the spokespeople for the Children’s Forum and would also draft the statement to come from the Children’s Forum.

The remainder of day two was then spent in the working groups.  The information from these working groups was fed into the Committee of Rapporteurs who pulled together the key messages from each of the thematic groups.

To ensure that the delegates also had fun and the opportunity to share on a more informal level, a celebratory event was organized for the evening of day two. 

Day Three

Day three began with children and young people selecting representatives for different speaking opportunities during the Special Session.  Those who were not selected or not interested in being selected, formed groups to work on their post-Special Session ideas and plans, and to decide what side events they wanted to attend during the Children’s Forum.

The Committee of Rapporteurs read out the statement they had drafted.  The delegates gave some feedback but the statement was then agreed as presented.  The statement can be found at http://unicef.org/specialsession/documentation/childrens-statement.htm
The closing ceremony was a celebration of the different countries represented with songs, dances and poems.  The audience was reminded that, although the closing ceremony was a celebration, the Children’s Forum had been primarily about working on their statement and developing their vision.  

In summary, the Children’s Forum was not only about preparing their statement to the UN General Assembly but also gave the delegates time to work together, to plan their participation in the Special Session, to share their priorities and make their plans for work after the Special Session.  The delegates worked hard to make the Forum a success - an achievement that is reflected in the quality of their statement.  

In the words of Jehanzeb Khan from Pakistan,” I cannot express in words how happy I was to see the children of the world working together in such a good Forum - like one big family - on their problems and their solutions.”
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· Worldwide network of non-governmental organizations, working groups and regional fora working on behalf of children
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· This commitment chart tracks promises of governments and other partners as they are made at the UN Special Session on Children

Creating an Atmosphere of Accountability


The world owes it to children to uphold the promises, pledges and commitments that have been made to children and to display them publicly.


The following commitments are drawn from speeches and statements by governments and non-state partners.
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COMMITMENTS BY GOVERNMENTS

	Country
	Commitment

	Antigua and Barbados
	-Will spend 25% of budget to health and education.

-Free primary and secondary education and scholarships to tertiary education.

	Austria 


	-Will make protection of children in armed conflict a top priority issue during Austria’s chairing of the Human Security Network in 2003.

-Will extend six Clearing Centers established in 2001 for refugee children from pilot projects to a more permanent bases with adequate funding and appropriate follow up programmes.

	The People’s Republic of China
	MOU to be signed between Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization and the Government of China (GOC) in June 2002; GAVI and the Vaccine Fund will contribute $38 million; GOC will contribute matching funds. Hepatitis B vaccine is to be integrated into routine EPI throughout all of China in 2002. 

	Dominican Republic
	Will allow children to attend school even without birth registration.

	Djibouti
	Will increase budget by 20% for education by 2005.

	Estonia
	From July on, every child of pre-school age will be entitled to kindergarten services.

	European Union


	-Will collectively reach an average of 0.39% of Gross Domestic Product by 2006.

-By 2006 will have raised aid to $7 billion for health and education to achieve Millennium Goals for Children.

	Germany
	Will contribute 150 million Euros towards a global health fund to combat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria set up at the G-8 Summit in Genoa.

	Ireland
	In 2002, the Government of Ireland increased its 2002 core funding to UNICEF to f5,523,300 and has indicated that it will likely increase this figure by 45% to f8 million in 2003.

	Lesotho
	Will provide access to basic education for al children by 2006.

	Luxembourg
	-In 2001, Luxemborg's Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) amounted to 0.82% of gross net product (GNP). This will increase to 1% of GNP by 2005.

-In 2001 83.13% of the bilateral aid has been disbursed to the sector of social services and infrastructure, out of which 25.63% was devoted to education.

	Mongolia
	National Plans of action for 2002-2010 will be in full conformity with the main goals and priorities of the Outcome Document and will continue to actively cooperate with bilateral and multilateral partners for children. 

	Norway
	Will increase ODA to l% of GDP by 2005.

	Niger
	Will continue to work with traditional leaders to implement the CRC.

	Palau
	Will support strong framework Convention on Tobacco Control under current negotiation.

	Peru
	Will reduce military spending in order to redirect public funds towards basic social services for children.

	Republic of Korea
	Will strengthen legal instruments such as the Special Act for the Punishment of Domestic Violence, Juvenile Protection Act, Child Welfare Act and Infant National Care Act.

	Romania
	-Will introduce preventive programs and general access to and treatment and care for HIV/AIDS by the end of 2002.

-Will achieve universal salt iodization by the end of 2003.

 -Will offer free meal in school for all children to encourage school attendance, particularly by Romanian children.

-Will complete existing anti-trafficking legislation with a witness protection act by the end of 2002.



	Sierra Leone
	-Included in Lomé Peace Agreement with RUF rebels explicit references to vulnerability of children and commitment to their care and protection.

-Peace agreement established Special Fund for War Affected Children.

-Established Statutory National Commission for War Affected Children, ensuring concerns of children translated into priority policies with adequate resource allocation and Ombudsman of children.

	Suriname
	-Will pursue ongoing process of reforming legislation regarding Children.

-Will strengthen actions the fight against HIV/AIDS, and malaria.

-Will strengthen youth participation.

	Tuvalu
	Will convene a national education forum in 2002 followed by a round table meeting with development partners to determine appropriate actions to address decline in standards of education and inadequacy of human and financial resources.

	Uganda
	Will continue reduction of HIV/AIDS through continuing education in the schools.

	United Republic of Tanzania
	Will reduce military expenditures and re-invest for children. 



	Uruguay
	Will update 1934 code on child and adolescent Needs.

	Uzbekistan
	Will provide grants for girls to attend secondary school.

	Vietnam
	Will reduce infant mortality by 95%.


Commitments by UN, NGOs and other non-state partners

	Anglican Observer


	Will inform all Anglican Dioceses in the Anglican Communion about the rights of the child and to encourage them to work with local governments and community organizers on behalf of all children.

	Baha’i International Community
	-Will uphold the rights of the child and urge national governments to ratify and implement the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

-Will give priority to the moral and spiritual education of children and junior youth in the plans of local and national Bahá'í communities worldwide.

-Will encourage participation of children & youth by integrating children and junior youth into the life of the community, training youth as facilitators in training institutes, and expanding opportunities for youth to undertake a year of service.

	Childhope Asia, Philippines & Families and Children for Empowerment and Development
	Will intensify and sustain advocacy on CRC and on street children; to strengthen research and capacity building among NGO staff, community leaders, and children to take responsibility for rights-based programmes and services; to promote strengthening of family to continue advocacy and partnership with government, civil society and children themselves.

	Childreach/Plan International
	Will raise awareness among youth and children in the U.S. about child rights and children living in poverty.

	Child Welfare League of America
	Will raise consciousness about the importance of child rights with all social workers and others who work with children.

	ECPAT USA
	Will educate Americans about the convention on the rights of the child.

	Coalition on the Rights 

of the Child (Egypt)
	-Will produce alternative report on status of child’s rights.

-Will advocate for Outcome Document with children, parliamentarians, policy makers, media, and civil society organizations.

-Will organize professional training for media on CRC & CEDAW.

- Will implement projects to empower girls and boys to achieve equitable, and sustainable social and economic development.

-Will produce simplified child-friendly education materials with children on 

CRC for use in schools and by children in difficult circumstances.

	European Network on Street Children Worldwide
	-Will aim for implementation of human rights for all street children worldwide by the year 2012.



	Global Network of Religions for Children (GNRC)


	-Will establish  “Council on Global Ethics Education for Children” to make development of spirituality in children (including ethical values, esteem for people of different religions and civilizations) an essential part of  “quality education” .

-Will exercise leadership and set example to generate a universal moral force that will propel implementation of the CRC in developed and developing countries.

	Gurises Unidos
	-All Latin American members will work to implement CRC in their countries. 

-Will help children participate in developing National Plans of Action on their own behalf.

	International Forum for Child Welfare
	-Will make UNGASS priorities the focus of its 2002 annual World Forum.

-Will mobilize members to pursue effective action through its Agenda for Children.

	Mayors of Yokohama and Manila
	Will end the commercial sexual exploitation of children in their cities.

	International Human Rights

Institutions for Children
	 -Will actively promote creation of IHRIs for children in all countries and double existing IHRIs by end of decade, in north and south.

-Will actively promote follow-up to UNGASS on Children including dissemination of Outcome Document, and monitoring of progress at national and sub-national levels.

- Will convene a meeting in June 2002 with government agencies to share information, network and support the NPA.

	NGO Committee on UNICEF


	-Will widely disseminate this commitment chart, encourage its use it as a monitoring tool.

-Will initiate dialogue with youth through support for creation of parallel and interactive structures.

	NORFIL Foundation, Philippines
	-Will give full support to statement of UNGASS Children’s Forum.

-Will sustain programmes that empower children, mothers and their families in the community level to prevent further abuse violence and exclusion.

	Private - Public Partnership 


	-Will pursue new partnerships for children that are focussed on this specific and time bound agenda.

-Will continue to meet at working levels to develop a proposal regarding increased and broadened support for this agenda.  Next such meeting within three months.

	Religious Leaders
	-Will endorse priorities set at UNGASS and disseminate them through our religious communities worldwide.

-Advocate at all levels on behalf of children for policies and grater resource mobilization and allocation.

-Review existing teaching, programs and policies in our own religious communities to ensure children’s best interest and overcome past actions that might have fostered discrimination and abuse against children.

	Rotary International
	-Will eliminate Polio worldwide by 2006.

-Will supply 140 scholarships for peace education and conflict resolution courses in 8 universities in 6 countries.

-Will give priority attention to girls’ education and to child education on peace.



	School Sisters of Notre Dame


	-To educate about trafficking of girls and women in each region of the world leading directly to action.

-To ensure environmental sustainability for children by further education and action through the Earth Charter.

	The Episcopal Church USA


	-To inform every congregation about the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

-To nurture children, minister to children, and accept children into our ministry.

	Tribeka Film


	Will advocate for Prevention of Child Abuse TV spots to be shown all over Europe.

	Under-18 Delegates
	Pledge an equal partnership in this fight for children’s rights. And while we promise to support the actions you take on our behalf, we also ask for your commitment and support of our actions because the children of the world are misunderstood.

	UN Fund for 

Population (UNFPA)
	To delay marriage, will increase services for girls and promote improved communication with parents.

	UN Security Council


	-Protection of children affected by armed conflict as essential to promote and maintain international peace and security.

-Calls on parties to conflict to make special arrangements to meet the protection and assistance requirements of children, including promotion of “Days of Immunization”.

	USAID
	Will provide an additional US$53 million to the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization.

	Watchlist on Children in Armed Conflict
	Will improve monitoring, reporting and follow-up action to protect the security and rights of children in specific armed conflicts.

	Woman’s World Summit Foundation
	-Will continue annual “WALK YOUR TALK” honouring Head of State who accomplished most significant results in implementing decade promises to children.

-Will advocate with governments to include World Day for Child Abuse in their national NPAs.

	Women’s Commission on Refugee Women and Children
	Will follow up and monitor the UN and humanitarian response to sexual exploitation of refugee girls in West Africa and worldwide.

	World Bank
	-Will support end to “user” fees for education.

-Will fast track foreign assistance for countries that adopt aggressive education policies.

	World Tourism Organization
	Will continue voicing its concern in the tourism sector worldwide about the violation of children’s rights and reaffirm its commitment to pursue in cooperation with its partners the struggle against sexual exploitation of children in tourism.
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